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 Elective Courses in Short Term: 
Short-terms at Paideia are a time for you to explore and experiment in different types of classes and 
academic departments. They offer you the opportunity to: 
 

● Study a topic in greater depth and intensity than is possible in a long-term class, 
● Take a class outside of a traditional academic offering or department 
● Take team taught classes by different teachers throughout the school, 
● Take an interdisciplinary course, 
● Have classes that provide hands-on learning experiences, 
● Try a out new skill or improve an old one, 
● Meet graduation requirements such as: PE, Art, Music or Drama, or Internship, 
● Explore personal creativity and academic passions 

 
 
Your choices are important and will be honored as best as possible. Your final schedule will be determined 
based on your choices, advisor and teacher recommendations, space available in classes, and a review of 
your overall schedule.  
 
Short-term is great opportunity to learn in different ways and in new fields of study. It is not a time to 
forget about academic and intellectual rigor. 
 
We would like you to have a balanced schedule in both academic and non-academic classes. Your advisors 
can help guide you on what is an appropriate number of academic and non-academic classes. You should 
have at least 50 percent of academic classified courses over short term A and B.  
 
Academic courses are those in specific academic departments: Science, Math, Foreign Language, English, 
Social Studies, and Interdisciplinary Academic.. Non-academic courses are in Fine Arts, Music, PE and 
Health, and Interdisciplinary Non-Academic.  
 
Typically, academic courses have a number of different assignments and assessment, such as: quizzes, 
tests, papers, presentations and labs. Non-academic typically may have fewer assignments or assessment 
and do not fall under a specific academic discipline. 
 
Courses that are considered academic are given grades and count towards your GPA. Courses that are 
considered non-academic can be given grades or be pass/fail but do not count towards your GPA. 
 
If you have any questions please speak with your advisor and Laura Magnanini, Director of Studies 
 
 
As a reminder, Paideia’s graduation requirements include: 
 

● 3 credits of Art, Music, or Drama (One long-term course or 3 different short-term courses) 
● 2 credits of PE (Pi League, JV and Varsity Sports, short-term classes, and outside activity 

approved by Mike Emery ) 
● 60 hours of internship requirement (Seniors must have completed the internship requirement by 

the end of Term A) 
All of these credits can be fulfilled throughout all 4 years at Paideia during both Long and Short Terms. 
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Required Courses in Short Term B 
 
Each grade and academic department in short-term has some courses that are required for students to take. 
Please review the following information to see what courses apply for your short-term schedule.  
Depending on your long-term schedule, there are courses that continue through short-term A and B. These 
required courses are a continuation of their long-term courses and are separated by term and department. 
 
 
10th Grade 
Short Term B 
US History –10th grade- 1hr (A and B terms) – 
You must sign up with your present long-term 
teacher. 
Algebra 1 - A and B terms 
 
 

  CAPSTONE PILOT PROGRAM 
 
This short term B, we are offering a pilot program for Capstone. The Capstone program is a combination 
of courses and intensive time during short term B to provide opportunities for hands on learning and 
immersive study and travel. For interested students, the Capstone program allows students to take any 
required courses, sign up for internship, or non-supporting classes to the Capstone during periods 1-4.  For 
students participating, they are required to choose from at least 1 supporting course along with the 5th /6th 
period Capstone.  
 
The last 4 days of the term will be spent with students in their 5th and 6th period Capstone course and will 
use the full day for an outdoor trip, local tours around Atlanta, and intensive study.  
 
We will run 3 different Capstone topics this year: 
 

ATLANTA NEIGHBORHOODS (SS)  
Miranda Knowles / Carl Rosenbaum 

The history of Atlanta is rich in history and diversity. Neighborhoods in Atlanta can reflect this in 
issues of segregation, gentrification, and development. Ths class will look at how communities 
thrive or struggle and how many sections of Atlanta have their own neighborhood culture. This 
will also include ‘newer’ communities of refugees in Clarkston and the issues that these 
communities face. Our Capstone project will include the impact of development throughout 
Atlanta ( particularly the Mercedes Benz Stadium and the beltline) and how these major 
construction projects have impacted the surrounding areas. 
 
 
WILDERNESS SURVIVAL (OTHER) Brian Smith / Beth Schild 
In this course, you will learn techniques for surviving the next time you are stranded in the woods 
or “Lost” on some deserted island.  You will learn fire starting, edible plants and insects, trap 
construction, map and compass use, first aid, shelter building, as well as tons of other cool tips to 
keep you alive.  Most days we will be working outside. Students spend their capstone on a 
two-night camping trip in the Cohutta Wilderness in Northern Georgia. We leave Thursday for 
North Georgia, hiking in a short distance to our base camp. Students spend the first night together 
under the stars. Friday, students will write in their journals, spend time exploring surrounding 
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woods, and summit a nearby peak. Friday night, students will experience a solo-night, camping 
with minimal equipment. We return to Atlanta early Saturday morning. Students will be 
responsible for: setting up camp, organizing meals, using Leave No Trace backcountry ethics, etc. 
This capstone experience is inclusive of all levels of experience. 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVISM: BE THE CHANGE ( SS)  

Tally Johnson / Korri Ellis 
Think globally, act locally. Many have been inspired by the quote: “Be the change you wish to see 
in the world,” and many Paideia students have an impressive awareness of global issues. Now 
what can we do about the problems we see around us? How can you, as an individual, do 
something to make a difference? This course will address how to focus and act on issues in our 
own local community. We will learn about organizations and individuals making a difference and 
refine our understanding of the issues they’re working on. We’ll read short pieces, view video 
clips, hear guest speakers, discuss issues, and take action. In our culminating service learning 
project, we will take concrete steps to help at our school (perhaps with the Reuse-a-Shoe drive and 
with a project in the gulch), volunteer in our local community around Candler Park, and develop 
an action plan of how to continue working on causes important to you personally. 
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Questions: 

- What will happen to my other classes periods 1-4 when I do the immersive experience? 
- You will finish those classes and the requirements before you start the immersive 

experience. You won’t go to those classes the last 4 days of school 
 

- What if I am in a required class like American History? 
- We will be working with those teachers about how to finish up your term. You won’t 

attend class the last 4 days of school 
 

- What is a supporting class and do I have to take them? 
- Supporting classes are courses offered during periods 1-4 that are connected and will 

enhance your capstone class and immersive experience. There are many options 
connected to each Capstone and you can choose between different courses.  You will see 
in the booklet and grid each class that acts as a supporting course. Some courses are 
supporting courses for more than one Capstone. 
 

- What about internship? Can I do a Capstone and an internship at the same time? 
- Yes! If you have an internship during 1st/2nd period or 3rd/4th period you may also do a 

Capstone. Talk with Natalie about how your internship can act as a “supporting course” 
for your 5th/6th period Capstone class. 
 

- Will there be priority for older students? 
- No. We will try and schedule you in your choices as best we can. No grade will have an 

advantage of participating in the Capstone, however, the spaces will be limited and not 
everyone will be able to participate. 
 

- How will I be graded? 
- Each Capstone is designated as an academic or non-academic class. They will grade as 

they do in all of the other short term courses with either pass/fail or letter grades. 
 

- Can I sign up for a specific capstone and what happens if I don’t get my first choices? 
- You will sign up for courses in the same way as STA. If your first choice is a Capstone 

experience, you can sign up that way. If you aren’t interested in the other Capstones, you 
can sign up for a regular Short Term B schedule. 
 

- What will I do all day in one class during the Capstone Immersive? 
- Most of the Capstones have local travel and immersive hands on experiences throughout 

the day. Most likely you won’t be sitting for long on those days! Take a look at the 
course descriptions to get a better idea! 
 

- If I don’t get it now, will I have a chance to do it later? 
- This is a pilot program. We are seeing if this style of short term B works. We will be 

asking the students who participate to give us feedback on the courses and whether or not 
we want this to continue. So… maybe? 
 

- What are the supporting classes? Will I need to take 2 hour classes or can I take 1 - one hour 
class? 

- You will see the list of supporting classes below. You are required to take 1 supporting 
course for your CAPSTONE class - it can be either 1 or 2 hours. 
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SUPPORTING CLASSES -Please note that on the sign up and in the booklet it is labeled - A ( Atlanta),  
W ( Wilderness) and C ( Community Activism).  Some classes qualify for more than one CAPSTONE 
class. 
 
Atlanta Neighborhoods Wilderness Survival  Community Activism 
 
Urban Ag Urban Ag Urban Ag 
Crimes of the Cent Food Across the Globe Food Across the Globe 
Refugees Walk in the Woods Gentrification 
Sing/Songwriter Internship Human Rights 
Gentrification Chamber Music Comm. 
Chamber Music Comm. It’s Still Complicated 
Internship Refugees 

Knitting for a Purpose 
Children’s Lit 
Internship 
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PERIODS 1&2 TWO-HOUR COURSES 
ACADEMIC: 

 
 
 
WOMENS MAKERSPACE: Making Your Imagination (SCIENCE)  

Martin Aguilera 
Ever have something stuck in your head but have no way to make it reality?  Wouldn't it be cool if the thing 
you had was just a little different to make life easier?  Invention is about creation from ideas, but also 
requires some skills to get there.  Those making skills pay off for the rest of your life as you empower 
yourself to not just take what life gives you, but see if you can make it better.  To not just envision 
something cool, but make it a reality.  This micro-project based course is all about learning how to make 
different things with different skills.  There are three main focuses that each involve (but are not limited to) 
a particular style of making.  Students will start in one mode of making and rotate through all three, 
creating something they can take home from the course, but also having time to make (or at least start) 
something from their own ideas.  As the students rotate, to new modes, others will rotate to their old one 
and they will become the experts.  This course is about learning to teach each other, revel in mistakes and 
use iteration to get closer to what we envision.  We will be using technologies like 3D printing, laser 
cutting and circuit design that are the backbone of were the future is going.  This course is for women only. 
 
 
CRICKET: Beyond Our Boundary (ENGLISH)  

Joseph Cullen/Gavin Drummond/ Dan Eaves 
 
Cricket is considered an eccentric oddity in the U.S. Baffling, misunderstood and hardly ever seen here, 
though it is the most popular bat and ball game in the world, played all-over from the West Indies to 
Australia, and the best national teams include India, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. There is a World Cup every 
four years and international test matches annually.  The women's game has been expanding over the last 
decade.  There are county, town and village teams everywhere. More and more in the U.S. too. But it is in 
India where it is the rage and the best players go for fame and fortune. Yes, it is a complicated game but 
beautiful, exciting and exacting. Learning about this great game teaches you something about the rest of the 
world. 
 
This class will provide an opportunity to play it and understand it. Learn how to bowl a googly and play a 
straight bat, even on a sticky wicket.  Pick your fielding position from Gully, Silly Mid-off, Slips, Cover, or 
Square Leg.  There will be reading and quizzes, but mostly we will watch matches, practice the skills and 
play. Open to all.  No particular athletic ability required and no protective equipment, just interest and a 
sense of fair play.  
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SATIRE ( ENGLISH) John Capute/ Clark Cloyd 
 The art of ridiculing as a means of instruction and correction is a tricky business.  It can amuse, but it can 
also anger.  Exaggeration, irony, and mockery – the primary weapons of the satirist -- can ruffle folk’s 
feathers, fomenting further trouble, and, much worse, can even elude the comprehension of the mocked. 
When satire works, however, it can effect positive change.  In this class we’ll encounter a variety of satiric 
techniques in a variety of media – poetry, prose, paintings, cartoons, TV shows, films – honing the skills 
needed to grapple with the slippery subject.  We’ll read, watch, examine, discuss, write and blog steadily 
during the term – no exaggeration, irony or mockery in that sentence. 
 
FRENCH LANGUAGE CINEMA (MOD LANG) Melissa Mckay- Hagan 
This course will be taught in English. French language cinema covers a variety countries, genres and styles. 
In this class, we will watch some of the most popular and most critically-acclaimed French language films 
of the 20thand 21stcenturies. Filmmakers we will study include Truffaut, Kassovitz, Varda, Jeunet, Godard, 
Sembene, Malle and Arcand. We view films from France and from the larger French-speaking world. 
Students will watch films in class, do research and write reaction journals at home and take part in 
discussions about each film. Evaluation will be based on class participation, quizzes, journals, and a final 
project. 
 

 

PERIODS 1&2 TWO-HOUR COURSES 
NON-ACADEMIC: 

 
 
MEET THE BEATLES. MUSIC AND MANIA (OTHER) Nat Emerson  
A study of their background, rise to fame, artistic achievements and legacy through close listening to their 
musical recordings, study of lyrics and artwork and a variety of readings.   Reading and writing required. (2 
hrs.) 
 
SMELL, BUBBLE, AND BURN (OTHER) Paula Nettles /Lindsay Reid 
In this course, students will gain an appreciation of the science of scent as well as an opportunity to use 
scent to create both soaps and candles. The science and practice of soap and candle making will also be 
explored with students creating products they may keep and use.  Students will have the opportunity to 
learn 2 weeks of candle making with Lindsay and 2 weeks of soap making with Paula. Labs will include 
scent extraction, saponification, comparison of waxes, olfactory fatigue and others as time and interest 
allow. 
 
THE MEDIUM FORMAT (AMD) Holly White 
 The medium format is a course designed for students who’ve had a previous darkroom course, and 
experience with the 35 mm camera. Students will enhance their skills, and the quality of their work by 
working with a larger negative. They will learn its functions, creative darkroom techniques, and explore 
different ways of shooting. Class is limited to 9 students 
 Prerequisite: Photo 1, or currently enrolled in Photo 1. Or permission from the teacher. (2 hrs.) 
 
HUMAN FORM IN CLAY ( AMD) Dianne Bush 
There are few things as satisfying as transforming a soft lump of clay into a recognizable representation of 
a human face or body. This course is an introduction to figure sculpture using fired clay as the medium and 
will include a study of the human head and body and options for its representation in three dimensions. An 
orientation to building, surfacing, and firing ceramics and processes of hand-forming clay including 
pinching, coil-building, slab building, modeling, and carving will be introduced. While the class will teach 
proper proportions and placement of facial features, we will also examine how sculptors can take liberties 
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with realistic representation in order to allow for creative expression. Students will have the opportunity to 
express zoomorphic, fantasy, or thematic interpretations of the figure if desired. (2 hrs.) 
 
 
URBAN AG: FOOD, FARMING, COMMUNITY ( OTHER) - A, W, C Tania Herbert 
 

May is a busy time for farmers- winter/spring crops need to be pulled and summer crops need to go 
in. Crop rotations, hybrids or heirlooms, weather (and climate change) are some of the considerations 
that factor into the decision regarding what to plant. Plus a lot of hard work. Please join us on the 
Paideia farm as we work to plant out our summer crops, cook and eat together and meet up with 
some other farmers and schools to collaborate on some farm projects around town. 

INTERNSHIP (OTHER)     A,W, C Natalie Rogovin 
The internship is a component of a larger, school-wide initiative designed to strengthen the 

community stewardship ethic and deepen learning through volunteerism and civic involvement. The goal of 
this endeavor is to provide you with an opportunity to investigate pressing issues of social justice in your 
community. It is also a graduation requirement; two internships, at separate organizations, with a minimum 
of 30 hours each, must be completed (only one internship credit is awarded for on campus service work). 
Students are encouraged to do 1 internship their 9th or 10th grade year and a second one in their 11th or 
12th grade year. 
 SETTING UP INTERNSHIP: 
Step 1.  Start by making general observations of issues social justice that affect your community. In your 
exploration of these issues begin researching local, non-profit organizations whose mission statements aim 
at addressing solutions. 
Step 2. Once you have identified an issue and/or an agency, check in with Natalie.  She may already have a 
contact or opportunity lined up that you can take part in.  She can also offer support when you are 
contacting an organization yourself for the first time. It is important to be sure that the organization can also 
offer you a minimum of 30 hours of service related work. 
Step 3: Submit your internship proposal to Natalie via the Student Portal.  Internships are set up by the 
student with the help of Natalie, who must approve all proposals for internship credit. The process of 
setting up an internship is part of the experience; students, rather than parents, should handle essential 
communication and coordinate details through Natalie.  Proposals must be submitted prior to the start of 
service. 
Step 4: During the internship, it is suggested that students keep a journal of their experiences.  Regular 
communication with Natalie during the internship is expected.  
Step 5. TO RECEIVE CREDIT students must complete the Reflection Essay and have site supervisors 
complete the Supervisor Evaluation Form.  Both must be completed for credit and both are available on the 
Student Portal 
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PERIOD 1 ONE-HOUR COURSES 
ACADEMIC: 

 
 
US HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT (SS) 

Barrington Edwards, Amy Manlapas 
This is a continuation of the Long Term course. Students must stay with their Long Term teacher during 
Short Terms. (One hour each Short Term is required of students in American History). (1 hr.) 
 

    
ROCK EN ESPANOL (MOD LANG)   Joy Lewis-Mendez 
This course is an introduction to indie/pop/rock/alternative music en español.  We will start by listening to a 
sampling of about 65 singers/groups from the Spanish-speaking world.  You will then split into pairs to 
present different bands to the class. Other activities include watching music videos (and discussing in 
Spanish), listening to the NPR podcast “Alt*Latino,” keeping a catalog of your comments/opinions about 
the music you listen to, playing , Lyrics Training,  in the computer lab, and watching the PBS documentary 
Latin Music USA to learn about the history of the genre.  This course is taught in Spanish, so you must be 
in Spanish 2 or higher to sign up. 
 
CRIMES OF THE CENTURY: ATLANTA MONSTER ( ENGLISH) A Jim Veal 
Like every other major city, Atlanta has had issues with crime. And, as is the case with every other major 
city, certain Atlanta crimes have become nationwide news and left a lasting mark on the city’s image.  Two 
of these are the 1913 murder of Mary Phagan and the Atlanta Child Murders (1979-81).   Each case, in 
addition to captivating the public’s attention with mystery and fear and lurid details, exposed the city’s 
fissures of race and class.   We will read accounts of the crimes and trials and the public atmosphere 
surrounding them, in addition to listening to podcasts and watching films that depict these stories. 
Assessment of student performance will take the form of quizzes, class participation, and brief writings. 
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 PERIOD 1 ONE-HOUR COURSES  
NON-ACADEMIC: 

 
MAGIC THE GATHERING (OTHER) Jack Bross 
Originally created more than twenty years ago by Richard Garfield, Magic the Gathering continues to be 
one of the most popular card games in the world.  This course will go over the basic rules and styles of play 
in Magic the Gathering, and offer students a chance to play a wide range of different decks.  Students are 
not required to buy/own their own cards, or have previous experience with the game.   We will mostly play 
pretty casual constructed decks, but will also do a draft or two later in the term.  If students own their own 
decks for formats like Commander, Modern, etc, they are encouraged to bring them so long as they make 
sure they have somebody to play against (you might bring two decks that are pretty evenly matched, for 
example).  
 
COUNTRY LINE DANCING (PE) Jen Leon / Eddy Hernandez 
 So you think you can dance?  Even if you don’t, you can still learn to look good on the dance floor with 
the dances you’ll do in this course.  You’ll learn basic two-step and turns as well as super fun, 
choreographed line dances. You’ll even get a chance to choreograph one of your own!!!  No previous 
experience necessary.  Yee-haw! (1 hr.) 
 
AP CHEM PREP 2019-2020 (SCIENCE) Magnus Edlund 
If you are planning to take AP chemistry next year this is the class for you.  Get started on your summer 
assignment and review material that is considered prior knowledge for AP students. This is not a required 
class but it will give you a good start for your AP Chemistry experience.  
 
TED TALKS ( OTHER) Joanna GIbson /Zoya Fazal 
We all tend to have a little mindset bubble that we stay in, and we maintain this bubble by surrounding 
ourselves with people who think the same way we do, and information that confirms our biases. If you 
would like to break out of this shell and learn refreshing new perspectives as well as advocate for your own 
beliefs on issues that affect us all, then the TED Talk Class is for you!  
 
This is a class where we will be watching different TED Talks on different topics and having discussions 
on these topics. We will be focusing on subjects that affect us all today -  social issues such as race, social 
class, gender - and a variety of personal topics exploring ideas such as self-awareness and 
self-improvement.  The main goal of this class is to break out of our shell - to create a space for all 
opinions, as long as they are not threatening or harmful. Taking this class could strengthen, or even change, 
our perspective on many issues as we become exposed to different opinions and thought processes. Our 
final project will be to create our own TED Talk on a topic we’re passionate about or that inspires us! 
 
ADV MATH TOPICS: SAT II REVIEW (OTHER) Ansley Yeomans 
This course will help students prepare for the SAT II Level 2 test in math.  Students who have taken 
Precalculus Seminar or Intro to Precalculus as Sophomores or Juniors and plan to take AP Calculus or AP 
statistics next year and Juniors who have taken AP Calculus this year, and are looking for an SAT II option 
in math should take this course to review and practice for the SAT II Level 2 test.  (1 hr.) 
 
KNITTING FOR A PURPOSE ( OTHER) C Aklima Ali 
Ever wanted to make something with your own hands, make new friends, have lively conversations, use                
social media, and get service credit? Well this is the class for YOU. The newly minted crocheting / knitting                   
/ STB, spearheaded by Mary He and Meredith Salingzer will be collaborating with service coordinator               
Natalie to produce handmade baby hats, blankets, mittens and booties for new moms. We will teach YOU                 
the basic loop formation, slip stitch, double crochet stitch, how to make pom poms, how to read patterns                  
and so much more. A trip to the local store will inspire us with colors and designs as we SHOP                    

11 
 



[woohoo!!!]. A shorter trip to Magnus classroom will give you the opportunity to look and feel raw                 
untreated wool from his own sheep and potentially working with it towards a final project.  
 
This class will form a Paideia pinterest page to help sort and tag the class collective ideas for future projects                    
and showcase your own creativity. As a group the class will also work on a slide presentation for the new                    
school year 2019-2020 to invite students to join this club showcasing your own amazing work. See y’all                 
then!!!! 
 
VIDEO KILLED THE RADIOSTAR ( OTHER) Sarah Schiff 
Music videos are a relatively new genre but are already in their second heyday.  While a mainstream form 
of popular culture in the 1980s, they somewhat faded in the 2000s as MTV (Music Television) became 
more of a platform for reality TV than music.  But with the advent of YouTube and other streaming 
services, music videos are back with a vengeance.  While music videos have often been responsible for 
promoting some of the worst forms of celebrity culture, consumerism, and sexism, they have also 
challenged and rebelled against oppressive societal forces.  As works of art, they often represent an inspired 
fusion of media forms: film and music.  Come watch some of the most seminal, influential, and entertaining 
music videos from the past forty years.  Requirements of the course include daily participation and 
journaling. 
 
OUTSIDE THE BOX (AMD)  Henry Leonard 
In this class Creating "Outside the Box," a metaphor for creating beyond the conventional approach—in 
this case art, we will create works that will reflect new approaches, ideas or points of view.  We will use 
many and varied materials including cardboard, found objects, sticks, fabrics, computer parts, CD's, and 
other materials. Come and have fun.  (1 hr.) 
 
MALE MENTORSHIP (OTHER)     Mike Emery 
This short-term course is a requirement if you are selected to be a male mentor for the following school 
year.  Taking this course helps form a working group of mentors and starts everyone thinking about their 
identities and how they've been affected by male culture and male biology.  (1 hr.) 
 
STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING – CO-ED(PE/HEALTH) Ivan Asteghene 
This course will take place in the Fitness Center and it will introduce students to basic strength training 
techniques and enable them to identify major and secondary muscle groups being contracted. Students will 
gain an understanding of different training strategies/techniques and be able to set up an individual regimen 
or program. Cardiovascular training including aerobic, low/high intensity, low/high duration, circuit and 
interval training will also be included in this course. Students will study, learn, and use spotting techniques, 
other safety procedures used in the Fitness Center and in any other physical activities. Students do not have 
to be proficient in any techniques to join the class. (1 hr) 
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PERIOD 2 ONE-HOUR COURSES 
ACADEMIC: 

 
 
US HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT (SS) 
 Amy Manlapas /  Carl Rosenbaum 
This is a continuation of the Long Term course. Students must stay with their Long Term teacher during 
Short Terms. (One hour each Short Term is required of students in American History). (1 hr.) 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS (SS) C Jen Leon 
Three C’s required: Commitment, Compassion, and Creativity! This course is for any student wishing to 
learn more about human rights struggles and how to join the fight against injustices. Students with no 
previous experience will develop an introductory knowledge of contemporary human rights issues while 
students with experience will deepen this knowledge and take on leadership in the class. Largely the 
students, according to interest will determine specific topics of study. Students will research a topic of 
interest and carry out a related action project.  
 
SIMPSONS (ENGLISH) Jim Veal 
Now in its thirtieth year of broadcasting, The Simpsons began as a scandalous fad.  Today it is a cultural 
institution, the longest running situation comedy in the history of television.  Beyond mass appeal and 
longevity, The Simpsons has also been an enormous critical success.  The amazing thing about the show’s 
triumph is its sheer improbability. The Simpsons achieved iconic status while presented in a format  – the 
cartoon  - that had not appeared successfully on prime time television for decades.  Moreover, the show’s 
creators – a collection of TV comedy veterans, underground comic artists, and Harvard-educated 
humorists—made double-edged satire and smart, subversive humor the hallmarks of their creation, all on a 
medium notorious for its tendency to dumb down and homogenize.  Simpsons-style comedy has entered the 
mainstream, scores of adult-oriented prime time cartoons have followed in its wake, and post-modern 
scholars have made the show a subject of serious academic study.In this course we will watch, discuss, read 
about, and write about The Simpsons, including an exploration into the recent controversy about the 
character of Apu.  
 
HIDDEN FIGURES ( MATH) C Kim Mansion 
Hidden Figures is the story of an unheralded group of Black women whose brilliance and dedication 
provided a foundation for the United States space program. This group of women, known as “human 
computers”, worked at the NASA Center in Langley, Virginia. Their story is also the story of the world in 
which they lived and worked—the racism and segregation that made their lives more difficult; the 
beginnings of the civil rights movement in the South; the Cold War with Russia that gave such impetus to 
the drive for superiority in space; and the space race itself. In course, we will view the movie Hidden 
Figures and learn the story of the black women who became “human computers,” mathematicians, and 
engineers for NASA. We will also explore “The Space Race”, learn about patterns of segregation that 
persisted from the end of Reconstruction into the mid-20th century in the South, and investigate the 
mathematics used to obtain the orbits and trajectories calculated by the “human computers.” 
 
PROGRAMMING GAMES IN TI-INSPIRE (SCIENCE) Dave Fergemann / Alec Harris 
We will learn to program the fun way: by making games! We'll teach you the basics of programming in 
Lua, a great language for beginners or more experienced programmers. Then you'll use it to make your own 
game from scratch on the calculator app on your iPad. You'll spend most of your class time creating a game 
of your own design. 
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 PERIOD 2 ONE-HOUR COURSES 
NON -ACADEMIC: 

 
US SAT II REVIEW ( OTHER) Barrington Edwards 
This course will serve as a review of United States history to help prepare students currently taking US 
History for both the SAT II exam in US History.  In addition to reviewing the content, we also will discuss 
test-taking strategies.  (1 hr.) 
 
ADV MATH TOPICS: SAT II REVIEW (OTHER) Ansley Yeomans 
This course will help students prepare for the SAT II Level 2 test in math.  Students who have taken 
Precalculus Seminar or Intro to Precalculus as Sophomores or Juniors and plan to take AP Calculus or AP 
statistics next year and Juniors who have taken AP Calculus this year, and are looking for an SAT II option 
in math should take this course to review and practice for the SAT II Level 2 test.  (1 hr.) 
 
AP CHEM PREP 2019-2020 (OTHER) Magnus Edlund 
If you are planning to take AP chemistry next year this is the class for you.  Get started on your summer 
assignment and review material that is considered prior knowledge for AP students. This is not a required 
class but it will give you a good start for your AP Chemistry experience. 
 
FOOD ACROSS THE GLOBE ( OTHER) A, W, C Aklima Ali 
What does a Vegan and Vegetarian eat? 
Do you love food? Well growing up in the Caribbean my diet included of at least 4/5 days of vegetarian 
and vegan meals and it was tasty, filling, and quite amazing. I grew up planting my own garden, milking 
the cow, feeding the ducks, chickens and goats, getting coconut milk from my backyard trees. I knew 
where all my food came from. Part of the joy of enjoying a meal is preparing the meal and harvesting the 
components, and this class will explore some of it. Students will be given a country or region to investigate 
the influences of their diet.  
 
This class will delve into some of the reasons why many people choose to live vegetarian or Vegan, for                   
ethical, economical, and /or religious reasons across the globe. Esme, Paideia resident vegan will share her                
journey, reason and daily diet as she navigates this omnivores world with us. Meredith, an aspiring                
vegetarian/vegan will share her reasons why this way of life is right for her. We will visit the Dekalb                   
farmers market, learn where the produce is imported from, help out at the Paideia farm with Tania [multiple                  
days or a Saturday morning], design and execute recipes that can be vegetarian and vegan based on the                  
country assigned, and finally we get to make and eat those amazing dishes. See you in May and bring your                    
taste buds along for the journey!!!You can potentially earn service credit in this class.  
 
SURVIVOR (OTHER) Oman Frame / Jack Spencer 
Survivor is one of the longest-running reality shows out there, with its first of 38 seasons premiering in                  
2000. The show involves a group of contestants who get split into tribes to live in difficult conditions, while                   
simultaneously competing in challenges and attempting to stay in the game the entirety of 39 days. The                 
environment created by the show not only leads to some entertaining physical and mental challenges, but                
also heaps of drama brought on by competition, making and breaking alliances, and high levels of emotions                 
due to the harsh living conditions, which often creates wonderful entertainment. The show can also be an                 
interesting yet effective platform for certain discussions about race, class, gender, and other important              
issues in our society, which adds to the complexity of the show and makes it that much more interesting to                    
watch. 
 
In this class, we will watch episodes from two seasons of Survivor: Survivor: The Amazon (season 6) and                  
Survivor: Panama (Season 12). These are some of the highest rated seasons according to both critics and                 
super fans alike, bringing incredible players into the fray. We will then discuss episodes in-class, both from                 
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a competitive viewpoint (i.e., what did you think about X’s strategy this week) and an ethical/moral one                 
(i.e., how do you think the tribe split along certain lines will affect how people interact later in the game, or,                     
is the amount of food/water given to contestants enough to have the competition be ethically sound). As                 
both of these seasons involve tribe splits along gender identity lines, we will talk about the repercussions of                  
this divide on each season’s play and reception. Also, during certain class periods, students will split into                 
teams, participate in challenges adapted from the show, and design their own challenges to compete in.  
 
MENTORING YOUNG WOMEN (OTHER)                   Nisha Simama 
This class is extended training for young women selected to be High School Mentors for the following 
school year.  It gives an opportunity to study group interaction by being in a group and practicing 
facilitation skills.  The seminar also provides an opportunity to explore women's issues, early adolescent 
development, and to locate resources for women within the Paideia community.  In addition, the group does 
organizational planning for the junior high mentoring group, such as selecting and experimenting with 
group activities and forming co-leader pairs for next year's mentor groups.  High school girls may apply for 
this program in April and, if selected, should then change their schedules to include this course.  Open only 
to young women who have gone through the mentor selection process and have been designated mentors 
for the next year.  (1 hr.) 
 
CONCEPT ALBUMS ( OTHER) Sarah Schiff 
A concept album is an arranged collection of songs, or song cycle, with a unifying theme that tells a story. 
Each track on the album conveys part of the narrative, which means a concept album is best appreciated 
when listened to in its entirety, from beginning to end—a less common form of music appreciation in our 
age of playlists and downloads.  (Because of the fuller and rounder sound of analogue, we will listen to 
these albums on vinyl, when possible.)  This course will focus primarily on rock and R&B concept albums. 
Come listen to some of the most foundational, artful, and entertaining concept albums from the past sixty 
years.  Artists will likely include The Who, Pink Floyd, David Bowie, Rush, Styx, Green Day, Beyoncé, 
Muse, Kendrick Lamar, Janelle Monaé, and Childish Gambino.  Students are also welcome to bring in 
concept albums they like and want to share.  Requirements of the course include daily participation and 
journaling. 
 
 
ADULTHOOD (OTHER) Joanna Gibson 
In this course, we will imagine our own lives in a few years, and learn about some of the skills we will need 
to master as adults. Topics will include basic home economics, insurance, taxes, budgeting, roommates, car 
ownership, and job seeking. We will also try to budget for someone who works at a grocery store. Students 
will keep a notebook and take a test at the end of the term 
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PERIODS 3&4 TWO-HOUR COURSES 
ACADEMIC: 

 
 
YEARNING TO BREATHE FREE: REFUGEES IN AMERICA (SS) A, C  

Miranda Knowles/ Melissa Mckay Hagan 
On the Statue of Liberty it says: 

"Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free… 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

In this course, we will examine what this has meant and does mean for the United States in welcoming 
people from other nations. What is the difference between a refugee and an immigrant? What might cause 
someone to become a refugee? What is the path from persecution elsewhere to refugee status here? We will 
hear from local experts, take field trips, and do projects to understand and build empathy for the refugee 
population in the United States, especially in the Atlanta area 
 
PUEBLO INDIANS  (SS)  C Marty Hays 
This class will deal exclusively with southwestern US Indians. This area is not covered in the Term A 
American Indian class. Local authority and Cochiti Pueblo tribal member Scott Riley will teach the class 
along with Marty Hays. This will be an academic class with reading assignments and a short research 
paper. A trip to the Cochiti Pueblo or an opportunity to do volunteer work for young Indian kids is a 
possible outgrowth of this class. (2hrs.) 
 
SIBLINGS IN FILM AND LIT (ENGLISH) Jim Veal 
According to U.S. News and World Report, “Sibling relationships - and 80 percent of Americans have at 
least one - outlast marriages, survive the death of parents, resurface after quarrels that would sink any 
friendship.  They flourish in a thousand incarnations of closeness and distance, warmth, loyalty and 
distrust.”  As one character in a film says, “[Your brother] knows who you are and what you are better than 
anyone on earth.”  In this course we’ll read literature and watch films that center on brothers and sisters. 
Films under consideration include You Can Count On Me, Children of Heaven, Chop Shop, The Piano 
Lesson, East of Eden, Sunshine Cleaners, The Fighter, and Sense and Sensibility.  Featured writers include 
Sam Shepard, August Wilson, Louise Erdrich, John Cheever, James Baldwin, Eudora Welty, and May-Lee 
Chai.   Discussion and written responses will be essential components of the course.  
 
MEXICAN CINEMA (MOD LANG) Alberto Mendez 
In the last two decades, Mexican directors have become very successful in Hollywood. Directors such as 
Alfonso Cuarón are well known and praised outside and inside their native México. But their success has 
not been random. They come from a long tradition of Mexican cinema as early as 1896. In this class, we 
will explore this industry in México and its cultural and political context, from the Golden Age to the 
«Nuevo Cine Mexicano». Filmmakers we will study include Emilio Fernández, Luis Buñuel, Roberto 
Gavaldón, Ismael Rodríguez, Miguel Zacarías, Alejandro González Iñárritu, and Guillermo del Toro. 
Students will view films in class, do research on each director and write a 1-page journal entry on each 
film. Students are expected to take notes in class on the material covered, take part in discussions about 
each film, and a do a final 10-15 minute presentation. This is a 2-hour academic course that is open to all 
students. It is taught in English; no previous experience with the Spanish language is necessary, but it is a 
plus. 
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A WALK IN THE WOODS (ENGLISH) W Beth Schild/Gavin Drummond 
We have reached a moment in human culture where we have to look hard to find unspoiled nature.  Robert 
McFarlane's recent book The Wild Places wondered sadly whether there were any places or spaces in 
modern Britain that could be considered genuinely wild, while other writers such as Emma Marris (The 
Rambunctious Garden) suggest that we should accept nature has been irrevocably changed and deal with it. 
A related question, then, is wondering what is natural around our Paideia campus and further afield (like 
State Parks, for example). I’d like to consider the idea of domesticated and wild places here in Atlanta, 
examining land usage both immediately around us and further afield.  Reading will consider views on our 
American surroundings from Puritans (movie: The New World) to Romantics (Thoreau, Wordsworth) to 
contemporaries (the example of Chris McCandless, the boy from Emory who died in Alaska).  There will 
be a strong emphasis on walking and thinking.  The class will end with a consideration of Richard Louv’s 
book Last Child in the Woods and, noting that many children now have only a slim relationship with the 
outdoors, make towards a project encouraging the young to get outside.  
Expect to walk, read, take notes, talk, drink tea, and write.  
 
IT TAKES TWO TO TANGO (ENGLISH)  

Marianne Hines/Catharine Tipton  
Communicating in writing is an intricate dance between words and sentence structure, and careful joining 
of words and composition proves essential in clear, informative papers.  In this course, we will give you the 
tools to master the art of this dance by combining grammar instruction with writing practice.  The class 
provides a low risk environment to learn about your writing style and improve it through immediate 
feedback from your teachers and clear instruction on how to correct and refine your writing. The class 
instruction varies between whole class lessons, on-on-one instruction, and independent work with minimal 
homework.  Along with grammar, we will complete an analytical essay and two personal essays in class. 
Your grade will reflect your effort, discipline, and improvement in your grammar and writing during the 
short term.  Come, partner with us for this fun, interesting, and valuable Tango Nuevo! 
  
INTRO TO CODING VIDEO GAMES (SCI) Mark Schmitt 
In this one-hour class, students will use Greenfoot to code a classic arcade video game before turning their 
attention to designing and coding their own original game. Students will work in small groups to 
storyboard their game before designing graphics and coding game-play. Students will be introduced to the 
basics of object-oriented programming and will make use of extensive code libraries to bring their visions 
to life. (2 hrs.) 
 
NEURODIVERSITY: The Social Brain (SCIENCE) Jen Leon / Ansley Yeomans 
Neurodiversity is the concept that neurological differences like autism and ADHD are a result of natural 
variations in the human brain and that people with such differences should be accepted unconditionally just 
as we accept and celebrate other types of diversifying human characteristics. In this class, we will discuss 
the myths and facts about autism and hear from experts in the field and, most importantly, from autistic 
individuals directly. In addition to class discussions on selected readings, videos, and simulations, it will 
include a number of site visits as well as guest speakers. Expect to reflect deeply and to experience a new 
paradigm of social acceptance.  
 
HISTORY OF LGBTQ MOVEMENTS (SS) C Eddy Hernandez 
 In this course, we will trace and discuss the historical and political importance of the events and ideas that 
mark the start of different LGBTQ social movements.  We will begin in the mid-1800s in Europe and the 
U.S., continue with what is thought to be by many historians as one of the culminating points in the U.S. 
liberation movement: the Stonewall riots of 1969 in NYC, and end with current movements for trans* and 
queer rights.  The main text used will be Becoming Visible: A reader in Gay and Lesbian History for High 
School and College Students.  Other readings and films will supplement the main reader.  Evaluation will 
be based on class participation, a weekly journal, and a short oral presentation. 
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 PERIODS 3&4 TWO-HOUR COURSES  
NON-ACADEMIC: 

 
FRENCH PROVINCIAL COOKING (OTHER) Joanna Gibson 
Over these four weeks, we will study the cuisines of the French provinces – from the German influenced 
Alsace to Normandy with its apples and cheeses, from the Perigord’s slow cooked dishes to Provence’s 
Mediterranean food. We will learn about French table manners, about how French meals are structured, 
and, most importantly, we will prepare and eat a dish from each area of France. We will also go on a 
shopping trip to choose our ingredients. 
 
Students will keep a journal of recipes and research, they will do some food reading (in English!) and they 
will be expected to participate actively and listen attentively when we cook. 
Bon appétit! 
 
PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT (AMD)           Madeleine Soloway 
This class is designed for serious and advanced Juniors interested in furthering the development of their 
college portfolio.  Students will create a small body of work based on a theme using a variety of materials 
and media.  Teacher permission to enroll in this class is necessary. (2 hrs.)  
 
SINGING/SONGWRITING (AMD) A Anita Aysola 
This is a 2-hour course for students who are interested in getting started on songwriters or for current 
songwriters interested in developing their craft.  We will study great songwriters and also look at song 
structure. We will also build in work time every day during class so students can write and also work 
together to collaborate and co-write during class. Course will also include guest singer/songwriters from 
Atlanta’s professional music scene to visit the class to talk about their songwriting process. The goal will be 
to write, complete and perform one new original song by the end of the course.  Students interested in the 
course should have a level of proficiency as a singer or instrumentalist or both. 
 
 
INTRO TO PHOTOGRAPHY (AMD) Holly White 
This course is designed for students who are highly interested in photography, but are not currently in a 
long term photography class. Students will learn the use of a 35mm camera and its functions, how to 
develop and print black and white film and learn creative darkroom techniques. Class size is limited to 10 
students. (2 hrs. 
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CHAMBER MUSIC AND COMMUNITY (AMD) A  
Pete Ciaschini/Amy Ensel/ Elisabeth Copeland 

Chamber music and small ensemble music has a long history in western music. Most of the greatest 
composers of symphonic, operatic, and sacred music have often turned to the string quartet and smaller 
ensembles to express their most personal thoughts or to experiment with musical ideas. As a performance 
based class, students will work in small chamber groups in settings that emphasize independence in playing 
and development of ensemble skills. The group will be formed based on instrumentation; the class is open 
to all instrumentalists at Paideia with the permission of the instructors; and practice and preparation outside 
of the class periods is expected. Students will use class time to rehearse music to perform for under-served 
communities and populations. The ensembles will present performances in the broader community 
(potential audiences include preschools, assisted-living facilities, nursing homes, veteran's hospitals, etc.) 
and multiple performances during the school day are anticipated. Students can get internship credit for this 
class. 

 
INTERNSHIP (OTHER)      A, W, C Natalie Rogovin 

The internship is a component of a larger, school-wide initiative designed to strengthen the 
community stewardship ethic and deepen learning through volunteerism and civic involvement. The goal of 
this endeavor is to provide you with an opportunity to investigate pressing issues of social justice in your 
community. It is also a graduation requirement; two internships, at separate organizations, with a minimum 
of 30 hours each, must be completed (only one internship credit is awarded for on campus service work). 
Students are encouraged to do 1 internship their 9th or 10th grade year and a second one in their 11th or 
12th grade year. 
 
SETTING UP INTERNSHIP: 
Step 1.  Start by making general observations of issues social justice that affect your community. In your 
exploration of these issues begin researching local, non-profit organizations whose mission statements aim 
at addressing solutions. 
Step 2. Once you have identified an issue and/or an agency, check in with Natalie.  She may already have a 
contact or opportunity lined up that you can take part in.  She can also offer support when you are 
contacting an organization yourself for the first time. It is important to be sure that the organization can also 
offer you a minimum of 30 hours of service related work. 
Step 3: Submit your internship proposal to Natalie via the Student Portal.  Internships are set up by the 
student with the help of Natalie, who must approve all proposals for internship credit. The process of 
setting up an internship is part of the experience; students, rather than parents, should handle essential 
communication and coordinate details through Natalie.  Proposals must be submitted prior to the start of 
service. 
Step 4: During the internship, it is suggested that students keep a journal of their experiences.  Regular 
communication with Natalie during the internship is expected.  
Step 5. TO RECEIVE CREDIT students must complete the Reflection Essay and have site supervisors 
complete the Supervisor Evaluation Form.  Both must be completed for credit and both are available on the 
Student Portal 
 
 

 

PERIOD 3 ONE-HOUR COURSES 
ACADEMIC: 

 
 
 
US HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT (SS) Carl Rosebaum / Barrington Edwards 
This is a continuation of the Long Term course. Students must stay with their Long Term teacher during 
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Short Terms. (One hour each Short Term is required of students in American History). (1 hr.) 
 
NY TIMES BESTSELLERS SHORT TERM BOOK CLUB (ENG)     Linda Epstein 
Sit back and enjoy reading from among the top-selling New York Times Bestsellers current fiction list. 
Each group will select a shared book, lead group questions and moderate discussions. Students will be 
encouraged to exchange thoughts, emotions and understandings during our twice weekly in-class ‘coffee 
house’ sessions. Weekly reading quizzes and reading days will complete the week. Students can choose to 
do more than one period.  (1 hr.) 
 
GENTRIFICATION ( SS) A, C Korri Ellis 
You may have heard this word widely used to discuss rapidly changing urban areas but what does it really 
mean? What does it mean for Atlanta? In this course we will look back at the history of US cities and how 
discriminatory housing policies set into place a system that has enduring impacts which define the 
demographics of urban areas today.  We will debate the positive and negative impacts of gentrification and 
look at examples of how gentrification has, and continues to impact Atlanta as it relates to race, place, 
power and belonging. Most importantly we will look at people and agencies who are fighting the “good 
fight” for a more equitable and diverse Atlanta, demanding economic, social, and environmental justice for 
the long term citizens of our fair city. 
 
ALGEBRA 1 (MATH) Sue Apolinsky 
This is a continuation of the Long Term class. 
 
 
 

 PERIOD 3 ONE-HOUR COURSES  
NON-ACADEMIC: 

 
US HISTORY SAT II REVIEW (OTHER) Amy Manlapas  
This course will serve as a review of United States history to help prepare students currently taking US 
History for both the SAT II exam in US History.  In addition to reviewing the content, we also will discuss 
test-taking strategies. If you are interested in taking the AP US History exam, please get teacher permission 
- Amy can also give separate test prep for the AP test. (1 hr.) 
 
WOMEN’S STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING (PE/HEALTH) Ivan Asteghene 
This course will take place in the Fitness Center and it will introduce students to basic strength training 
techniques and enable them to identify major and secondary muscle groups being contracted. Students will 
gain an understanding of different training strategies/techniques and be able to set up an individual regimen 
or program. Cardiovascular training including aerobic, low/high intensity, low/high duration, circuit and 
interval training will also be included in this course. Students will study, learn, and use spotting techniques, 
other safety procedures used in the Fitness Center and in any other physical activities. Students do not have 
to be proficient in any techniques to join the class. If there is enough interest, this will be a girls only class. 
(1 hr.) 
 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR DOG (OTHER) John Abert 
From its ancestral roots as a wolf, canis lupus familiaris has become the most varied mammal species on 
Earth . . . and one of the most misunderstood.  Our “best friends” are cherished because they are so much 
like us, but they are also so different.  This course will dispel some myths, help you understand how your 
dog thinks, and enhance your relationship with your canine companion.  John has over thirty years of 
experience training his dogs and teaching people to train theirs. Required text: Dog Sense 
 
LOGIC PUZZLES ( OTHER) Jack Bross 
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Every summer, the US Puzzle Championship is held online to determine the team that will represent the 
United States at the Word Puzzle Championship. This contest is open for anyone to try, and features 
primarily logic puzzles of the sort pioneered by the Japanese company Nikoli. This includes Sudoku, which 
has become very popular in the US, along with other puzzle types such as Kakuro, Killer Sudoku, Masyu, 
and others. In this course, we will learn about these different types of puzzles, starting with easier examples 
and working towards the more challenging variants of the USPC itself. Note that these are NOT “word 
puzzles” (like crosswords and acrostics). Students who enjoy Sudoku and are interested in honing their 
skills and trying new puzzles are encouraged to sign up.  
 
 
TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANT (OTHER)         Tami Oliver  
A large part of the success of the computer program at Paideia has been the willingness of students to take 
an interest in the operation of the computer labs and the school-wide network. Responsibilities include 
assisting people in finding software or other materials, helping newcomers use the computers, answering 
questions, maintaining and installing equipment. The assistant may use free time to work on his/her own 
assignment from other classes. (*Permission of instructor required) (1 hr.) 
 
 
YOGA (PE)                                                         Marci Wieland 
In this class, which is designed for yoga practitioners of all levels, we will integrate breath, movement, 
tension and relaxation in a series of postures (asanas) in order to build strength, balance, and flexibility. 
Repeated practice of moving through these postures also allows us to experience greater mental strength, 
balance, and flexibility, as it requires us to turn inward and focus our attention on our breath and alignment. 
Throughout the course, we will progress sequentially from easier to more challenging poses. 
This class is open to students who have not previously taken it. 
 
 
 
 
IT’S STILL COMPLICATED: REAL TALK (OTHER) C  

Rachel Peterson / Tally Johnson 
Students in this course will gain leadership and facilitation skills, as well as experience with curriculum 
development. In this class we will develop specific activities and materials that address sexuality education. 
Students will help lead activities in participating advisories on selected Fridays.  We will also discuss other 
ways we can integrate sexuality, consent, and healthy relationship education into Paideia school life. 
Students will have the opportunity to create meaningful change in our school community. 
 
 

PERIOD 4 ONE-HOUR COURSES 
ACADEMIC: 

 
 
US HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT (SS) Barrington Edwards/ Amy Manlapas 
This is a continuation of the Long Term course. Students must stay with their Long Term teacher during 
Short Terms. (One hour each Short Term is required of students in American History). (1 hr.) 
 
 
NY TIMES BESTSELLERS SHORT TERM BOOK CLUB (ENGLISH) Linda Epstein 
Sit back and enjoy reading from among the top-selling New York Times Bestsellers current fiction list. 
Each group will select a shared book, lead group questions and moderate discussions. Students will be 
encouraged to exchange thoughts, emotions and understandings during our twice weekly in-class ‘coffee 
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house’ sessions. Weekly reading quizzes and reading days will complete the week. Students can choose to 
do more than one period.  (1 hr.) 
 
FIESTAS DE CONVERSACIÓN! (MOD LANG)    

Joy Lewis Mendez 
You know how you’re always begging your Spanish teacher to let you “have a party” where you can bring 
in food and relax and speak in Spanish all period?  That’s what we’ll do in this class. This is a conversation 
class for Spanish students of all levels to improve their oral abilities. We will have different conversation 
topics, games, mini presentations, or role-play activities every day. Participation is everything in this class- 
so come prepared to SPEAK and be immersed in Spanish for an hour a day! (1hr) 
 
THE REAL WORLD (SS)  C Oman Frame 
The real world is an examination of our society and the way we socialize as a community. We will be 
examining the world around us through the lense of sociology and its many different facets. As a class we 
will focus on identity and the way society connects us through intersectional identity. We will have 
readings as well as creative projects and social experiments. It will be a class where we are active, 
observing and looking at our world in a new way. We will have guest speakers, take walking field trips and 
learn alot about each other and our community. The real world is yours to create, what will you do with it? 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S LIT: SECOND TIME AROUND ( ENGLISH) C  

Tally Johnson / Sanidia Oliver 
Did you love Shel Silverstein as a kid? How about Dr. Seuss? Ever have a strange feeling you might have 
been missing something deeper? Do you ever hear part of a kids’ book now and wonder if there might be 
more to it than you first thought? Come dive into children's lit! Revisiting stories later in life that you first 
read as a child often opens up a whole world rife with social and political nuances. We'll be discussing 
stories such as "The Sneetches" and "The Zax," poems such as "What If" and "Where the Sidewalk Ends," 
and picture books like "Stone Soup." This course will center around lively in-class discussions and 
readings. Our study will culminate in a project where students present a poem or book of their choice. We 
will focus on social and political connections - so bring an open mind, a willingness to talk politics and 
social justice issues, and your love of Children's Literature!  
 
HIDDEN FIGURES (MATH) C Kim Mansion 
Hidden Figures is the story of an unheralded group of Black women whose brilliance and dedication 
provided a foundation for the United States space program. This group of women, known as “human 
computers”, worked at the NASA Center in Langley, Virginia. Their story is also the story of the world in 
which they lived and worked—the racism and segregation that made their lives more difficult; the 
beginnings of the civil rights movement in the South; the Cold War with Russia that gave such impetus to 
the drive for superiority in space; and the space race itself. In course, we will view the movie Hidden 
Figures and learn the story of the black women who became “human computers,” mathematicians, and 
engineers for NASA. We will also explore “The Space Race”, learn about patterns of segregation that 
persisted from the end of Reconstruction into the mid-20th century in the South, and investigate the 
mathematics used to obtain the orbits and trajectories calculated by the “human computers.” 

 PERIOD 4 ONE-HOUR COURSES  
NON-ACADEMIC : 

 
 
INTRO TO MUSIC THEORY ( AMD) John Abert 
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Theory sometimes is  referred to as "the science of music", is a detailed study of music notation and the 
rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic practices that have predominated music from Bach to rock. Students will 
learn the basic principles of "common practice" music writing as well as enhancing their analytical 
listening 
skills through ear training and sight singing exercises. Extensive previous musical experience is a 
prerequisite for this course, preferably including several years of performance on a wind or string 
instrument or voice. Instructor approval is required. (1hr) 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANT (OTHER)         Tami Oliver  
A large part of the success of the computer program at Paideia has been the willingness of students to take 
an interest in the operation of the computer labs and the school-wide network. Responsibilities include 
assisting people in finding software or other materials, helping newcomers use the computers, answering 
questions, maintaining and installing equipment. The assistant may use free time to work on his/her own 
assignment from other classes. (*Permission of instructor required) (1 hr.) 
 
CLASSIC CARD GAMES: HOW TO BEAT YOUR PARENTS AT CARDS (OTHER) 

Stacey Winston 
Learn how to beat your parents and grandparents at cards this summer. Stacey will teach you how to play 
spades, hearts and and old person card game called bid whist. She’ll teach you how to trash talk in card 
games and try not to get into family fights.  
 
STUDENT RUN DANCE ENSEMBLE (PE) Marci Wieland 
-This class runs from period 4-6 - 
 
During  periods 4-6 , we will be preparing for the dance showcase scheduled to take place on Saturday, 
May 30th. All who are interested are welcome, but auditions are required for placement purposes. We will 
be meeting in the old elementary library. Pieces by the directors will include ballet, tap, lyrical, modern, 
jazz, and contemporary, but those with experience in other styles are encouraged to audition to contribute 
choreography. Additional rehearsals after school and during lunch will be called. This class is required for 
those wishing to participate in the showcase. We can't wait for the this year’s amazing dance experience!. 
(3hr) 
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PERIODS 5&6 TWO-HOUR COURSES 
 

CAPSTONE COURSES: 
 
 
ATLANTA NEIGHBORHOODS ( SS) Miranda Knowles/ Carl Rosenbaum 
 
The history of Atlanta is rich in history and diversity. Neighborhoods in Atlanta can reflect this in issues of 
segregation, gentrification, and development. Ths class will look at how communities thrive or struggle and 
how many sections of Atlanta have their own neighborhood culture. This will also include ‘newer’ 
communities of refugees in Clarkston and the issues that these communities face. Our Capstone project will 
include the impact of development throughout Atlanta ( particularly the Mercedes Benz Stadium and the 
beltline) and how these major construction projects have impacted the surrounding areas. 

 
 
WILDERNESS SURVIVAL (OTHER) Brian Smith / Beth Schild 
 
 Students spend their capstone on a two-night camping trip in the Cohutta Wilderness in Northern Georgia. 
We leave Thursday for North Georgia, hiking in a short distance to our base camp. Students spend the first 
night together under the stars. Friday, students will write in their journals, spend time exploring 
surrounding woods, and summit a nearby peak. Friday night, students will experience a solo-night, camping 
with minimal equipment. We return to Atlanta early Saturday morning. Students will be responsible for: 
setting up camp, organizing meals, using Leave No Trace backcountry ethics, etc. This capstone experience 
is inclusive of all levels of experience. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVISM: BE THE CHANGE ( SS) Korri Ellis/ Tally Johnson 
Think globally, act locally. Many have been inspired by the quote: “Be the change you wish to see in the 
world,” and many Paideia students have an impressive awareness of global issues. Now what can we do 
about the problems we see around us? How can you, as an individual, do something to make a difference? 
This course will address how to focus and act on issues in our own local community. We will learn about 
organizations and individuals making a difference and refine our understanding of the issues they’re 
working on. We’ll read short pieces, view video clips, hear guest speakers, discuss issues, and take action. 
In our culminating service learning project, we will take concrete steps to help at our school (perhaps with 
the Reuse-a-Shoe drive and with a project in the gulch), volunteer in our local community around Candler 
Park, and develop an action plan of how to continue working on causes important to you personally. 
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PERIODS 5&6 TWO-HOUR COURSES 
ACADEMIC: 

 
 
 
 
LIFE OF PI (MATH) Kim Mansion 
In this class, we will take a look at math and how it traveled across non-western culture and civilization. 
We will explore how patterns emerge and math comes out in cultural activities. We’ll dive in deep to 
looking at the different calendars, create art and decorations, investigate divination, play games, look at 
new counting schemes and study kinship. Come take a look at math in a whole new light!  
 
GHOULIES AND GHOSTIES: Stories from Beyond the Grave (ENG) 

Jack Bross / Catharine Tipton 
  From ghoulies and ghosties 

 
                  And long-leggedy beasties 
 
                  And things that go bump in the night, 
 
                  Good Lord, deliver us! 
 
                                    (traditional Scottish prayer) 
 
Are ghosts real or simply figments of over-active imaginations? This class will attempt to answer this 
age-old question. We will focus on traditional and modern ghost stories both in text and on film. We will 
get to know a wide range of ghosts: some sad, some comforting, and some out for vengeance against the 
living. Among the works we will examine are Shirley Jackson's THE HAUNTING OF HILL HOUSE, both 
the novel and the 60's film; classic and modern short stories from a variety of cultures; and films including 
THE RING and THE SIXTH SENSE.   
 
STORIES ON THE SCREEN (ENGLISH) Sarah Schiff 
In this course, students will read classic short stories by Washington Irving, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Joyce Carol 
Oates, and William Thurber and watch the movies that have been adapted from them: Sleepy Hollow, The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button, Smooth Talk, and The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.  In addition to 
analyzing the stories and films in their own right, we will study and consider the process and art of 
adaptation.  How does a filmmaker translate a short piece of writing (which usually requires about 20-30 
minutes to read) into a two-hour audio-visual spectacle?  In the second half of the term, students will write 
their own short story and adapt it into a film.  They will have the option of working individually or in pairs 
and may choose to shoot and edit the film using iMovie on their iPads.  On the last day of class, we will 
have a viewing of the films, and students will explain their process of writing, producing, and adapting their 
work. *Before signing up, students should be aware that Tim Burton’s Sleepy Hollow is a horror movie 
that contains graphic, violent scenes. 
 
CINE DEL MUNDO HISPANO (MOD LANG.) Joy Lewis Mendez 
In this course, we will watch three films (in Spanish) from different parts of the Spanish-speaking world; 
one from Mexico, one from Spain, and one from Bolivia. We will study their historical context, cultural 
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relevance, and language/accent. Students will write film responses, do one presentation, and be expected to 
fully participate in class discussion in Spanish. Small quizzes on plot/themes will be given. All assignments 
and discussion will be in Spanish- so you must have be currently in or have completed Spanish 3 (or be a 
native Spanish speaker) to take this course. Tentative list of films we will watch: Todo sobre mi madre, Sin 
nombre, También la lluvia (2hr). 
 
ARDUINO (SCIENCE) Martin Aguilera 
As technology advances, we begin interacting with common objects in new and surprising ways.  10 years 
ago you pulled a lever to cast a vote in the presidential election, but now you just hit a button on a screen. 
How do these new technologies work?  It's simple: microcontrollers.  With a microcontroller platform 
known as Arduino, you will learn how to build a device to log temperature and humidity, how to build a 
knob that turns up the volume, how your iPhone rotates when you turn it 90 degrees, how your DVD player 
says "good-bye" when you turn it off, and how just about every gadget, computer, and electronic device 
around you operates.  You'll have an arsenal of LEDs, LCDs, accelerometers, potentiometers, buttons, 
switches, rotary encoders, and other electronic components at your disposal.  And if you don't know what 
any of those are, that's fine too (you'll learn!).  The best part?  It's easy to start, and the applications are 
limitless.  Open to anyone - you don't have to be a tech-guru, but basic computer skills will be helpful 
 
SEXUALITY: ROLES AND RELATIONSHIPS (SCI)  

Ruth Dinkins/Rick Goldstein  
 
This is a team-taught 2-hour B term class that is devoted to learning about and discussing topics of human 
sexuality with a particular focus on relationships and making good decisions. Topics include: reproductive 
anatomy, birth control, sexually transmitted infections, and sexuality identity and roles. There are no tests 
or papers, but there are weekly quizzes, a few homework assignments, lots of in-class activities, and a final 
project. The course is available to all high schoolers. Bring an open mind; you might learn something 
important for your future. 

 
GREAT GEORGIA WRITERS: BYRON HERBERT REECE ( ENGLISH) Clark Cloyd 
 
Georgia has produced more than its fair share of great authors.  Flannery O’Connor, Alice Walker, Carson 
McCullers jump to mind.  Less popular but equally well acclaimed writers are such figures as Donald 
Windham, Jean Toomer, and the author I would like to spend some time with in May, Byron Herbert 
Reece.  Born and raised in the mountains of north Georgia, Reece would seem an unlikely figure to garner 
a nomination for a Pulitzer award for poetry, a Guggenheim Fellowship for fiction, or to stand as an 
influential figure in literary circles.  But he did, and he did so because was a remarkably talented writer.  As 
a poet and novelist he examined human existence with keen and unflinching precision.  In this class we will 
read as much as we can of his verse and prose.  If time allowed we could visit his family’s farm in 
Blairsville, but I’ll have to leave that up to you to do.  
 
 
WITH JUSTICE FOR ALL: Law, Lawyers, and Courts in American Popular Culture (ENG) 

John Capute and Dan DeWoskin 
Admit it: you have binged on Law and Order (the original, not SVU).  Which means you have watched 
hour after hour of ADA McCoy and one of many assistants (Kinkaid, Ross, Carmichael, Robinette, 
Southerlyn, Borgia, Rubirosa) in court, bringing justice to New York City one sordid case at a time, and in 
about 20 minutes.  For many of us, this is as close as we will ever get to the American judicial system.  This 
or one of the many movies that revolve around the American courtroom: 12 Angry Men, A Few Good Men, 
The Lincoln Lawyer, The Rainmaker, To Kill a Mockingbird, Legally Blond, My Cousin Vinny...and many 
more.  In this class, an actual practicing attorney who loves movies about what he does and an actual 
English teacher who thought about law school for about ten minutes until he looked at a LSAT practice 
book will guide you through a tour of Hollywood’s best, most popular, and even most accurate movies and 
television shows about law, lawyers, and (dunk-dunk—that’s the Law and Order clang sound) courtrooms. 
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Lots of discussion, a blog, and a short paper at the end.  And lots of mostly men in very expensive suits 
pointing fingers at people on the witness stand.  
 

 PERIODS 5&6 TWO-HOUR COURSES  
NON-ACADEMIC: 

 
 
 
VEX ROBOTICS (OTHER) Dave Fergemann 
In this class, we'll design and start building robots to compete in the 2019-20 VEX Robotics competition. 
No robotics experience is required. This class is intended for students who are considering joining the 
robotics team or taking the long-term robotics elective next year. If you've never built a VEX robot before, 
we'll show you how!  
 
PILOTING ( OTHER) Don Walter 
The Introduction to Aviation class introduces the basics of flight and aviation to teach and demonstrate 
practical application of core STEAM principles. The two hour short term course will use a "light" version 
of the Civil Air Patrol basic flight curriculum to introduce the principles of aerodynamics, navigation, 
basic aircraft systems, communication, human factors, team building, airport operations, weather and 
rocketry. There will be approximately 5 field trips to PDK Airport, the Delta Museum, Centennial 
Academy and Candler Park (Rocketry). 
 
GOING PUBLIC (AMD) Madeleine Soloway 
Student have the opportunity to create interactive media based art on the Belt Line with artist and Georgia 
Tech professor Carl Di Salvo and Paideia art teacher and artist Madeleine Soloway. 
 
STUDENT RUN DANCE PERFORMANCE (PE/HEALTH)   
During  periods 4-6 , we will be preparing for the dance showcase scheduled to take place on Saturday, 
May 30th. All who are interested are welcome, but auditions are required for placement purposes. We will 
be meeting in the old elementary library. Pieces by the directors will include ballet, tap, lyrical, modern, 
jazz, and contemporary, but those with experience in other styles are encouraged to audition to contribute 
choreography. Additional rehearsals after school and during lunch will be called. This class is required for 
those wishing to participate in the showcase. We can't wait for the this year’s amazing dance experience!.  
 
CLASSIC FILMS II 1970-2000 (OTHER) Paula Nettles 
This class will focus on outstanding movies produced between 1970 and 2000. A variety of genres, themes, 
directors and stars will be included.  There will likely be some R-rated movies shown, so if your parents 
would have concerns about you seeing an R-rated film, this may not be the right class for you. Most films 
will listed on multiple "Best Films" lists. 
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BOWLING (PE)                                       Mark Schmitt  
The short term B Bowling class meets every day for two hours and travels by bus to Suburban Lanes in 
Decatur. The class is for all levels of bowlers, from beginner to experienced. The purpose of the course is to 
learn the basics of this "lifetime sport" and when the class is over, students will learn bowling terminology, 
how to score, and most importantly how to bowl. There is hands-on instruction available at the lanes for 
those who wish to take it seriously, and those who just want to learn the basics and have "fun" bowling, are 
able to accomplish that. We have tournaments and competitions, but it is all handicapped, so the winners 
are not necessarily the best bowlers, but those who can bowl the highest above their average. This class is 
open to all high school students. 

 
PODCASTS (OTHER) Alberto Mendez 
Besides being also an informative medium, Podcasts are the perfect platform for almost any type of 
creative story. From popular murder mysteries like Serial to investigative journalism uncovering 
conspiracies about the Illuminati, podcasts have been a way to bring the most distant and obscure stories to 
the everyday person. We’ll look at some of the shows from NPR including This American Life, Planet 
Money, and Serial. In this discussion and project-based class, we will explore some of the different genres 
of podcasts and delve into discussion during class, where everyone will be expected to participate. Our 
class’ main project revolves around each student creating their own podcast or two, where we will spend 
time in class learning the mechanics to put them together. Each student will have access to the equipment 
necessary to complete their project and time work on it in class.  
 
BOOKCRAFT (AMD) Dianne Bush 
Concertina binding. Japanese stab binding. Tunnel books, flag books, carousel books. Welcome to the 
world of bookcraft! Learn about traditional approaches to handmade books, journals, and pamphlets as well 
as some of the more conceptual and experimental artist’s books that push the boundaries of bookmaking. 
Artist’s books are works of art that function as one-of-a-kind objects. Many artist’s books challenge the 
conventional book format and become sculptural objects. Students will create unique pieces as we fold, 
stitch, glue, wrap, reveal, and engineer. (2 hrs.) 
 
TINY HOUSE: Building an off the grid cabin (OTHER) Magnus Edlund 
Have you ever wondered about what goes into building a house?  Well now you have the opportunity to 
find out.  I’m looking for students who are interested in building an off-grid “tiny house.”  The class will 
run for several years and address different aspects and issues in the building process.  This first year, we 
will be looking into design parameters for producing architectural drawings. We will hear from various 
experts in the field and go on several field trips.  You will also have opportunity to study a specific topic, as 
a group project, on the different aspects of “green” house design- including renewable energy, gray water 
reuse and disposal, and construction techniques. Your findings and solutions will be put to use next year, 
when we break ground and begin building.  
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JH MUSICAL TECH CREW (OTHER) Danyale Taylor 
This 2 hr class is for students interested in helping JH students create and build the set for the JH musical.  
 
INTERNSHIP (OTHER) Natalie Rogovin 
The internship is a component of a larger, school-wide initiative designed to strengthen the community 
stewardship ethic and deepen learning through volunteerism and civic involvement. The goal of this 
endeavor is to provide you with an opportunity to investigate pressing issues of social justice in your 
community. It is also a graduation requirement; two internships, at separate organizations, with a minimum 
of 30 hours each, must be completed (only one internship credit is awarded for on campus service work). 
Students are encouraged to do 1 internship their 9th or 10th grade year and a second one in their 11th or 
12th grade year. 
 SETTING UP INTERNSHIP: 
Step 1.  Start by making general observations of issues social justice that affect your community. In your 
exploration of these issues begin researching local, non-profit organizations whose mission statements aim 
at addressing solutions. 
Step 2. Once you have identified an issue and/or an agency, check in with Natalie.  She may already have a 
contact or opportunity lined up that you can take part in.  She can also offer support when you are 
contacting an organization yourself for the first time. It is important to be sure that the organization can also 
offer you a minimum of 30 hours of service related work. 
Step 3: Submit your internship proposal to Natalie via the Student Portal.  Internships are set up by the 
student with the help of Natalie, who must approve all proposals for internship credit. The process of 
setting up an internship is part of the experience; students, rather than parents, should handle essential 
communication and coordinate details through Natalie.  Proposals must be submitted prior to the start of 
service. 
Step 4: During the internship, it is suggested that students keep a journal of their experiences.  Regular 
communication with Natalie during the internship is expected.  
Step 5. TO RECEIVE CREDIT students must complete the Reflection Essay and have site supervisors 
complete the Supervisor Evaluation Form.  Both must be completed for credit and both are available on the 
Student Portal 
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