
The first day of school introduced a new high 
school student Rakibul Chowdhury ’21 to an old 
tradition. When the lights came back in the theater 
at the first Monday Morning Meeting of the year, it 
was Rakibul who had been hit by the eraser thrown 
out by headmaster Paul Bianchi. According to the 
tradition’s legend, this means Rakibul will become 
a teacher.

Across campus elementary students were get-
ting to know their classmates as they sat in circles 
and answered questions and shared information. At 
the other end of campus junior high students were 
engaging in high energy games known as the Fol-
lies also intended to help them get acquainted and 
reconnect.

Kirsti Lubicz-Nawrocka says the elementary 
students streaming in for STEAM classes were 
happy to be back “home.”

Yearbook advisor Janet Sowers reported, “I was 
sitting on the alligator benches, waiting for the next 
elementary science class. José and some of the 
students in his class were also sitting on the alliga-
tor benches near the 1509 building as they paused 
in exploring campus. José mentioned that it was 
almost time to go home, that after half day, it can 
seem like a very long day. One student shouted out  
“I want to go home!” Another shouted out,”I want to live here!”

Getting acclimated to a new school can be harried for new 
teachers as well as new students. Aklima Ali, a new biology 
teacher in the high school, said “the first day was nerve racking 
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Art Visions 2017

but for the usual reasons, meeting students and trying hard not to 
fall on my face.” It was her first weekend that proved troublesome 
when she came to school to do some work and set off the build-
ing’s alarm.

Avoid going to the crowded mall and 
get all of your holiday shopping done at 
Paideia’s 35th Annual Art Visions Art-
ist Market. At Art Visions you will find 
original gifts and handmade art from 
local artists including ceramics, jewelry, 
every type of 2D art imaginable, wood 
and metal work, paper goods and much 
more! All proceeds benefit Paideia’s vi-
sual arts program.

Art Visions will be open only 
to the Paideia community on Fri-
day, Nov. 10, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. so be 
sure to stop by after carpool for 
a first peek. Mark your calendars 
for the opening night reception on Friday, 
Nov. 10 – a Paideia tradition you will not 
want to miss. Come shop with other Paid-
eia parents and alums while enjoying food, 
drinks and live music.

Art Visions will open to 
the public on Saturday, Nov. 
11, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday, 
Nov. 12,  noon to 5 p.m.

Bring your friends and 
family to shop and enjoy hot cider and 
cookies. There is even a craft corner for 
the little ones to create art while you 
shop. Imagine finishing all your holiday 
shopping before Thanksgiving! 



community

A Fiery Crescent is the 
97 Percent Eclipse 

Anguished choruses of “Oh no,” signaled when clouds passed 
over blocking the view of the sliver of bright orange sun to the 
right of the solid black circle of the moon. Students, teachers, par-
ents and staff moved between the elementary science building and 
the woodchips on the playground monitoring the progress of the 
total eclipse of the sun. Student exclamations of “That’s so cool.” 
“Whoa, look at that!” peppered teachers’ comments on the event.

The silver lenses of eclipse glasses glinted up at the sun. Stu-
dents alternated between looking at the eclipse to looking at 
the array of crescent-shaped shadows cast by tree leaves on the 
ground. 

All too soon the fiery orange crescent moved in time stop mo-
tion from the right of the circle to bottom to left and the total 
eclipse viewed over Paideia was done.
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continued on page 4

Elly Bookman Wins 
Poetry Prize

Junior high teacher 
Elly Bookman  is the 
winner of the 2017 
Loraine Williams 
Poetry prize given by 
the Georgia Review, 
the University of Geor-
gia’s journal of arts and letters.

Elly was awarded the prize for her  
poem “Lessons,” which will be published 
in the spring 2018 issue of the Georgia Re-
view. “Privilege” a poem by Elly was re-
cently published in  The New Yorker mag-
azine. Elly’s poetry has appeared in the 
American Poetry Review and the Florida 
Review.

Paideia Players Named to 
Ultimate All-State Teams

Several Paideia ultimate players were named to all-state 
teams.

Varsity players Isabel Arevalo ’17, Hannah Neiditz ’17, 
Josie Veal ’17, Luke Smith ’17, Sam Smith ’17 and coach Mi-
randa Knowles ’00 were named to the first team. Varsity play-
ers Bess Renjilian ’17, Katherine Jordak ’17, Evan Mapes 
’17, Coleman Tappero ’17, and coach Michael Baccarini were 
named to the second team. Junior varsity boys Carter Dam-
mann ’17, Carson Race ’17, and coach Jim Veal were named 
to the junior varsity second team.

Teammates Honor 
Molly Wrede 

Members of the varsity and junior 
varsity volleyball teams remembered 
their late teammate Molly Wrede at 
a junior varsity game Sept. 6. Molly 
died on June 3, 2017. Coaches Sta-
cey Winston and Becki Veal read 
teammates’ remembrances of Molly 
and announced that both teams 
would wear a patch bearing Molly’s 
initials and jersey number 7. Molly’s 
jersey number will be not be worn 
this year.

Support The 6th Annual 
Paideia Golf Classic This Fall

Paideia parents and Python fans are again organizing an an-
nual fund-raising golf tournament to benefit athletics and financial 
aid. All parents, alumni, and fans are invited to participate in the 
6th Annual Paideia Golf Classic at East Lake Golf Club. The team-
oriented tournament is all about fun, fundraising, and supporting 
Paideia. Mark your calendar now for a day of fun on Sunday, Nov. 
5, 2017. For 2017, a shotgun start is planned for 11:30 a.m.

The historic East Lake Golf Club, originally the home course of 
Atlanta golfing legend Bobby Jones, is spotlighted each September 
as the host to the PGA’s Tour Championship for the Fed Ex Cup.  
The Tour Championship offers a unique four-day competition to the 
Top 30 golf professionals in the world, and the winner walks away 
with a substantial cash prize. The Paideia Classic is again thrilled to 
play at the same course where the pros play.

Just a week before the 2017 Paideia Golf Classic, golfers are 
invited to walk the course for the East Lake Cup. The East Lake 
Cup is scheduled for the weekend of October 27 and includes top 
college golfers from across the country. This college tournament is 
broadcast from East Lake on the Golf Channel.

The Paideia Golf Classic entrance fee includes greens fees and 
caddie, grab-n-go lunch, post-tournament reception, and other ame-
nities. If your business or organization is interested in participat-
ing, sponsorships are available. Monitor the registration page online 
— as it is updated — for all current details, at www.paideiaschool.
org/golf . If you have additional questions, please contact Chip 
Collins or Judy Schwarz.

Student leaders of 
the high school 
People of Color 
Club volunteered 
at the Atlanta Com-
munity Food Bank.

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS

September 2017 • The Paideia Newsletter | 3 



continued on page 8

The Haiku Path
An interview with Paideia student Emma 
Jones ’18 by her haiku instructor and former 
junior high teacher Tom Painting about 
writing haiku poetry.

By nature, Paideia senior Emma Jones 
strikes me now as she did a 7th grader; a 
person not inclined to draw attention to 
herself. She models today the same mod-
est, contemplative approach to life that 
was evident then. Nevertheless, Emma’s 
many accomplishments as a haiku poet 
have not gone unnoticed. Most recently 
she received the praise and enthusiasm of 
Charlotte Digregorio, author of Haiku and 
Senryu: A Simple Guide for All when Ms. 
Digregorio sought permission to feature 
Emma’s work on her poetry blog. Indeed, 
since middle school, Emma’s work has 
appeared in Cattails Youth Corner,  The 
United Haiku and Tanka Society Interna-
tional edited by poet Kala Ramesh and 
Frogpond, Journal of the Haiku Society 
of America. Emma has also been the 
featured poet on Poetry Fri-
day, a site administered by 
children’s author, poet and 
artist Robyn Hood Black. 
Emma is a repeat winner in 
both the Nicholas Virgilio 
Memorial Haiku Contest 
sponsored by the Haiku 
Society of America and the 
United Nations International 
School Haiku Contest. Out 
of curiosity I wished to learn 
where Emma’s thoughts 
reside relative to haiku and 
where she feels her journey 
down the haiku path has 
taken her. Emma graciously 
agreed to an interview.

You began writing 
haiku in the 7th grade. 
What first attracted 
you to this poetic 
form?

The first day that I walked 

into my junior high classroom I 
noticed a page tacked on a bulletin 
board with a title along the lines 
of “award winning haiku.” I was 
obviously very impressed that the 
students in the grades above me 
had gained such recognition, but 
mostly I was fascinated by the 
language. Haiku aim to capture a 
simple moment in time, and the beautiful 
way these students did that intrigued me. I 
was completely hooked.

Had you had exposure to haiku 
before then? If so, what was your 
understanding?

I had learned about haiku in fourth 
grade, but all that I remembered was the 
common misconception that the three lines 
in haiku must have syllable counts of 5-7-
5. In our junior high literature class, we 
discussed the fact that this “rule” actually 
leads to haiku that are too bulky when one 
is writing in the English language.

You have continued 
to write haiku. Why 
do you suppose this 
is?

 I mentioned that I was 
first attracted to haiku 
simply because I think 
they are beautiful, and to 
this day that is certainly a 
big part of why I love hai-
ku. I love the complexity 
packed into so few words: 
the double-meanings, the 
juxtaposition of the two 
parts, the kigo (season 
words). The raw human-
ity makes haiku intellec-
tually and emotionally fun 
to read and write. Also, 
like any passion, writing a 
successful haiku requires 
hard work and seeing the 
fruits of that hard work is 
rewarding. 

Say a little bit about the way you 
come to a particular haiku.

Sitting down to write a haiku is very 
hard, not just because it is hard to put aside 
time, but also because I believe that the 
maxim “haiku happen” is true. I like to 
think that haiku writing is a way of life, a 
poetic mindfulness where you always try 
to be on the lookout for beautiful or inspir-
ing moments. My best haiku begin with 
something I perceive around me or with an 
image that sparks an emotion; I don’t think 
I’ve ever really loved a haiku that I sat 
down to create. In seventh grade my mom 
would find semi-formed haiku scribbled 
on scraps of paper (now I write them in 
the notes app on my iPhone) because I’m 
often struck by ideas in inopportune mo-
ments when I only have time to jot them 
down so that I can take time with them 
later.

Is there a process of revision you 
apply to your work?

Yes. I don’t think I have ever written a 
haiku and been pleased with it enough to 
not revise it. Even before it hits the page 
I’ve often switched up the essential words 
quite a bit, and once it’s on the page I often 
still change it dramatically. Once I’m hap-
py with the main nouns and verbs, I play 
with line order, enjambment, prepositions, 
and even the articles. I like to let them sit 
on my computer for a while so that when I 
come back to them I have a fresh perspec-
tive. I also often email them to my junior 
high teacher to get feedback. 

Has haiku in any way informed 
your other writing?

Award Winning 
haiku by Emma Jones

tinfoil boats 
down the driveway
a child’s rainy day

bare feet
dewy moss
between the flagstone

after a baseball game
baked leather
car seats

in the ashes
embers
wink out

mint tea
fragrant steam
wakes my face

buried deep
in dad’s sweater
the scent of cologne

old folks home
a piece of her puzzle
missing

community

Tom Painting and Emma Jones
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community

Why I Teach
Barrington Edwards, who teaches history 
in the high school, was one of the teachers 
who gave a “Why I Teach” speech at the 
faculty/staff retreat, at the beginning of 
school this year. Below is an excerpt from his 
speech.

Last fall, after one of my more riveting 
presentations in my U.S. History class, a 
student came up to me afterward and asked 
why wasn’t I speaking to a larger audience 
instead of just a classroom of kids. I felt 
honored and guilty at the same time—be-
cause it seems like he was asking why 
wasn’t I doing something bigger. He went 
on to say that folks need to hear what I 
was saying, to know the “stuff I was teach-
ing—the way I see the world.”  I felt sort 
of small in that moment. After reflecting on 
what the student said, I took his statement 
as a compliment and thanked him; thanked 
him for recognizing my talent, certainly for 
hearing me—but more, for not taking me 
at face value but for seeing me for some-
thing far richer than the lesson itself. In 
that moment, he saw my value added— to 
the Paideia community, more important, to 
his life. That moment demonstrated why I 
teach—to make those incredible, person-
al—real-life connections with others. I do 
recall telling him that no audience is bigger 
than the classroom. It doesn’t get bigger 
than that. And there’s no audience more 
deserving than that which is willing (and 
privileged) to accept me as their teacher, as 
he had done. 

What I try to do with history is to con-
nect students to the real world. …The co-
coon of the classroom, I told that student, 
was where big things happened, where we 
enter, explore and critique the world—on 
terms we imagine and create.  For me, I 
told him, the classroom was a huge plat-
form.

I teach because I want to force students 
to think. In this respect, my classroom 
is not Romper Room. Entertainment. Or, 
Play. But it is fun. Exciting. Exhilarating. 

And the students get this. This student I 
am talking about got it. That, to me, is big. 
From my own teaching experience, I have 
observed that targeting students’ thinking is 
the most successful pedagogical approach. 
Fortunately, all students bring their own 
ideas and perspectives to the classroom; this 
gives educators the opportunity to engage 
those thoughts and essentially prompt them 
to think in a creative yet logical fashion. I 
have learned that critical thinking is a train-
able skill, an equalizer among all students 
regardless of race, gender, background 

enterprise. History 
forces us to engage, 
to re-create, and to 
grapple with the so-
called facts. When I 
ask students, “What 
is history?” I find 

that many of them believe that it is the 
interpretation of “facts” or actual events, 
while everything else is “myth,” untruths 
from the imagination. When I respond 
that history and myth overlap to a greater 
or lesser extent, that truth lies somewhere 
in the middle, in the grey zone, students 
invariably find this statement troublingly 
destabilizing. When my students and I 
reach this point of impasse, I know that 
the teaching—and learning—can begin. It 
is at this point when students are forced to 
consider that history is more than a mere 
recounting of facts and events; instead, it is 
the selective arrangement (or construction) 
of stories and details from memories, facts, 
and myths. Read: I did not say alternative 
facts! Yes, I am that teacher who forces the 
issue, throws the books against the walls 
and holds all ideas (and thinkers) to ac-
count.

To be able to push my students beyond 
their own imagined limits happens every 
day in the classroom. This is why I teach. 

The intimacy of the moment in the class-
room cannot be compared to anything else. 
I feel like only teachers are let in on this 
secret. The moments when we connect—
one to another—are golden.

I found out recently that all of the Black 
male students for whom I wrote college 
letters of recommendations two years 
ago got into college—mostly Ivy League 
schools. One, who is heading to Georgia 
Tech this fall, recently reached out me, in 
a letter: “I wanted to reach out and let you 
know how grateful I am to have been your 
student. You pushed me mentally to a point 
where I felt as if I was becoming more in 

Teaching  
history . . . is the 
perfect friction 
between art and 
science, reason and 
emotion”

or ability. Whether I am teaching Har-
vard undergraduates, teaching a class of 
community-college students or teaching 
prep-school students, I have never encoun-
tered a student who could not employ the 
skills of critical thinking. In the teaching 
of history, for example, students routinely 
demonstrate an ability to use creative logic 
and evidence to make powerfully clear, 
careful and reasoned arguments. Criti-
cal thinking can provide a foundation for 
learning across the academic curriculum. 
As an educator, my main goal is to ensure 
that our students successfully exercise their 
ability to think critically, freely and cre-
atively: to think as problem-solvers rather 
than passive learners.

Over the years, I have thoroughly en-
joyed teaching history because it is the per-
fect friction between art and science, rea-
son and emotion—hence, a social science 
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community

Music Concert Schedule 2017-2018 School year
All concerts are in the Paideia Theater unless specified otherwise.

Oct. 9 Junior High/High School Orchestra, 7 p.m.
Oct. 1 Junior High Chorus, 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 Junior High/High School Band, 7 p.m.
Oct. 24 High School Chorus, 7 p.m., Trinity 

Presbyterian Church 
Dec. 4 Junior High/High School Orchestra, 7 p.m.
Dec. 5 Junior High Chorus, 9 a.m. 

High School Chorus, 7 p.m.
Dec. 6 Sixth Grade Band, Orchestra, Chorus, 4 p.m.
Dec. 7 Junior High/High School Band, 7 p.m.
Jan. 22 High School Musical Preview, 3:15 p.m.
Jan. 23-25 High School Musical, 7 p.m.
Feb. 22 Sixth Grade/Junior High Chorus, 7 p.m.
March 9 Junior High Band/Orchestra Concert, 9:30 a.m.

March 14 High School Band, Orchestra, Chorus, 7 p.m., 
Glenn Memorial Methodist Church

April 23 Junior High/High School Orchestra, 7 p.m.
April 24 High School Chorus, 7 p.m.
April 25 High School Band, 7 p.m.
May 3 Fifth Grade, Sixth Grade, Junior High Band, 7 

p.m.
May 7 Fifth Grade, Sixth Grade Junior High Orchestra,  

7 p.m.
May 9 Junior High Chorus, 7 p.m.
May 10 Fifth Grade, Sixth Grade Chorus, 4 p.m.
May 29 Junior High Musical preview, 3:30 p.m.
May 29 Junior High Musical, 7 p.m.
May 30 Junior High Musical, 7 p.m.
May 31 Junior High Musical, 7 p.m.

touch with myself and forcing me to become more analytical of my surroundings. You 
instilled confidence in me that allowed me to realize that I am not just a black male who 
happened to get into [an elite private school] but that I have the ability to effect change in 
my community and those around me. I truly appreciate everything you taught me and all 
the ways you pushed me and forced me to dig beneath the surface… .”

This is why I teach. 
There is nothing like the classroom, guys. Those intimate, meaningful connections we 

make that last for a lifetime.  
At this stage in my life… I itch with anticipation of walking into the classroom, ner-

vous but comforted by the fact that it is my place… and how my connections with others 
might—just might—change this world. 

Photographs of  
School Events 
Available Online

Photographs of students and 
school events taken by the school 
photographer, Danny Lee, are avail-
able for purchase at his website at 
DannyLeePhotography.com. Links 
are on www.paideiaschool.org in 
the Parent Portal and on the Arts 
and Athletics pages.

Two-Week China Trip for HS Students 
in June 2018: Secure Your Spot Now

David Millians, a teacher at Paideia, is organizing a two-week excur-
sion for Paideia high school students to China in June 2018. Travelers will 
visit several important cities and rural areas in China and explore their 
culture, both ancient and modern. The trip will include school visits, home 
stays, and a service project. Students will also take a course during short 
term B in May 2018; this class will cover both background for China and 
planning for the trip.  Interested participants can secure a spot for the trip 
with a deposit of $250, and the entire trip will cost around $4,600. For 
more information, see the trip web site in Paideia’s Teacher Pages, and feel 
free to contact David at millians.david@paideiaschool.org.

Save the 
Date

Jon Ossoff ’05 will 
speak to parents, alumni 
and alumni parents 
about his recent run for 
Congress on Nov. 30 at 
7 p.m. in theater.  Tick-
ets are free but must be 
reserved. 

Contact Anna Beck 
for more information.
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alumni news Compiled by Anna Beck ’01 Alumni Relations 
and Special Events Coordinator

 

2017-2018 
Alumni Events
Paideia Slither (5k run) Nov. 18

Holiday Reunion  
   at Manuel’s Dec. 26

Basketball Tailgate  Jan. 5

Back-to-School Night Feb. 7

Reunion Weekend April 27-29

•	 Margaret	Ferguson	Quinn	’02 
graduated from Georgia State Univer-
sity with her Ph.D in early childhood 
and elementary education this sum-
mer. Her research focuses on children’s 
emergent literacy development, with a 
specific focus on early writing skills. 
Margaret, her husband Anton and pup 
dog Lucy moved from Atlanta in July 
because Margaret starts her faculty 
position at the University of  Tennessee, 
Knoxville in the fall.

•	 Keller	Champetier	’04 reports: “I 
graduated from Paideia in 2004, and 
those from Paideia know me as Keller 
Johnson. Back in May of this year, I 
was granted the opportunity to start 
my career at Michelin. To me this 
is an honor, as  Michelin is a famous 
company that makes the best tires in 
the world. I am now an account man-
ager for truck tires in North America. 
If there’s a truck tire dealer in North 
America needing tires, I will make sure 
they get them and manage their account 
so that all trucks are driving safely! No 
it isn’t saving the world per se, but it is 
a company I am proud to be a part of! I 

Financial Aid Tax Credit 
Now Accepting Pre-Applications for the 2018 
Financial Aid Tax Credit Program 
Paideia participates in Financial Aid Tax Credit 
(FATC), the state program that allows a dollar-for-
dollar tax credit for contributions to our financial aid 
program through the Apogee Scholarship Fund. 
•	 Married	filing	jointly:	Maximum $2,500 
•	 Individual	filer:	Maximum $1,000 
•	 Members	of	qualifying	pass-through	entities:	

Maximum $10,000 
•	 C-Corporation:	Maximum 75 percent tax liability 

Fill out your pre-application today at www.apogee-
base.com/donate/ or go to www.paideiaschool.org/sup-
port-paideia/financial-aid-tax-credit for more details. 
The deadline to sign up is December 15, 2017. 

Contact Luanne Miller at miller.luanne@paideias-
chool.org or 404-270-2379 for more information.

am so proud of all of my fellow gradu-
ates of Paideia! What an amazing com-
munity to be a part of.”

•	 Sammy	Spriggs	’06 writes: “I re-
cently moved back to Atlanta from 
New York with my partner, Drew, and 
our daughter Aubrey. Aubrey is eight 
months old and hilarious. She was born 
at home in December in our Manhattan 
apartment, and our birth experience has 
inspired me to start labor doula training 
next spring. In addition to getting in-
volved in the Atlanta dance community 
again, I want to provide access to birth 
education and doula support for popu-
lations of women who need it most.

•	 Kelly	Carr	‘09 writes: “I am starting 
my second year teaching English in 
Japan with the JET Program. I work at 
a middle school in Satte, Saitama, just 
an hour north of Tokyo. Some of my 
former teachers might see the humor in 
the idea of me teaching middle school-
ers! It’s been an interesting and a chal-
lenging experience so far. I’m enjoying 
exploring Japan in my time off, and re-
cently climbed Mount Fuji for my 26th 

birthday. If you come to Japan, you’re 
welcome to come “couch crash” at my 
place!”

Joely	DeSimone	’11 writes: “After 
graduating from Amherst College, 
I worked in a biology lab at UMass 
Amherst, which took me to bat caves 
throughout the Northeast, the gulf coast 
of Florida during avian spring migra-
tion, and to a flight lab in Ontario. In 
August, I began a Ph.D program in 
organismal biology at the University 
of Montana (in Missoula) to study bird 
migration.”

STAY INFORMED
Weekly Memo is the electronic communications bulletin the school 
uses to inform parents about important meetings, deadlines, activities, 
events and announcements. Weekly Memo is posted every Thursday on 
the school’s website in the Parent Portal and contains a wealth of timely 
information for all levels of the school. Parents are notifed by emails 
when it has been posted. The emails are sent to the address provided on 
your emergency contact form. If you would like to post an item in the 
Weekly Memo, click on the submit an event link in the Weekly Memo.

The Parent Portal is accessed from the front page of our website 
(www.paideiaschool.org) by clicking on “Parents” the in upper right 
corner and is password protected. In the portal you will find Online 
directories of parents, students, and faculty and staff; School news and 
calendars (both can be customized); Weekly Memo, Paideia’s must-read 
weekly news/events bulletin; the Parent Sign Up Center – where parents 
can volunteer for school activities and sports events, sign up for parent 
conferences and more; Teacher pages, ans After school care and activi-
ties information
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The brevity of the haiku form forces 
me to choose my words carefully because 
every single word affects the impact these 
small poems will make on their reader. 
Revising such small poems can feel te-
dious at times, but the meticulous revision 
practice I get from writing haiku makes it 
easier to pay attention to the small details 
in my other poetry and in the analytical es-
says I write for my literature classes.

From the haiku you have written, 
do you have a favorite? Why does 
this particular haiku please you?

colors swirl
down the asphalt
hopscotch rain 

I like this haiku because I think that 
most people relate to what I am depicting 
on a nostalgic level; it depicts a widely-
shared childhood moment. Though the 
word hopscotch mostly connotes the game 
that is being washed away, I have also 

had people say that it characterizes the 
rain as it bounces off the asphalt, which I 
think adds a playfulness to the poem. The 
contrast between the bright colors of the 
chalk and the colorlessness of the rain is 
what attracted me to the sight originally, 
and I think it is still what attracts me to the 
poem. 

What advice can you offer the as-
piring haiku poet?

I think it is important to know that every 
writer and poet has ups and downs. Just 
because I go through a period where I’m 
not as pleased with what I write or have 
trouble writing haiku at all doesn’t make 
me think I’ve lost interest. Oftentimes 
when I return after a lapse in writing haiku 
I find that I have fresh or even heightened 
interest. Even more importantly I would 
recommend keeping everything you write. 
Just the other day I revisited a haiku that I 
had written a few years ago and hated, and 
now I’m proud of it.  

How would you define haiku?
Most simply, a haiku is three-line, two-

part nature poem with fewer than seven-
teen syllables. More broadly I would say 
that a haiku is a short poem that captures 
the beauty of a simple, easily overlooked, 
moment.

Do you think you’ll continue to 
write haiku once you graduate 
from Paideia?

Yes. Haiku is a part of who I am, and I 
don’t anticipate that graduating or getting 
older will change that. 

Are there any final thoughts on 
haiku you’d like to offer your 
reader?

I love writing haiku, but I like to read 
them too! I have a few copies of The Red 
Moon Anthology on my desk at home, and 
I highly recommend this publication to 
those interested in haiku. I’ve also stum-
bled upon some books of translated tradi-
tional Japanese haiku which have given 
me a taste of the origins of the form.

Haiku continued from page 4


