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36 Paideia Students Win Scholastic Arts  
and Writing Awards 

BPO Program Presents a History of Black Music
The BPO presented a musical journey for Black History Month that took the audience 

through the history and evolution of black music from the blues that grew out of field 
work songs and spirituals before migrating along with 
blacks from the Deep South to the verbal and musi-
cal virtuosity of modern hip hop of today. Performers 
included Dashill Smith, Julie Dexter, Brenda Nicole 
Moorer Charles Lamont Garner, Tyrone Gregg and 
Paideia parent Kharie Simmons. Seniors Tommy 
Davis and Jalen Troutman provided short introduc-
tions to each genre. Students in Emily and Kaela’s el-
ementary recited Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech at the program as well.

Thirty-six Paideia high school students 
were awarded gold and silver keys and 
honorable mention by the 2019 Scholastic 
Arts and Writing program.  Students re-
ceived 17 gold key awards and 19 silver 
key awards for art and photography,  and 
25 honorable mentions.  Paideia students 
received seven awards for writing includ-

ing the highest regional honor for the 
American Voices and Visions for writing, 
one gold key, one silver key and five hon-
orable mentions.

The work of all 17 gold key winners  
and the American Voices and Vision win-
ner will be judged in a national event in 
June in New York City.

The 2019 regional Scholastic Award 
recipients are:

Gold Key Award
Imran Abawari, gold key portfolio
Sophie Adler, photography
Mitch Aschmeyer, photography

continued on page 7
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Cross Age Teaching Is Fertile Ground for 
Elementary and High School Students

Some high school students spent short term sharing hands-on water experiments 
with Kristen and Isabelle’s elementary class.

“After the bust of a “snow day” these  students came in on their day off to play Jeop-
ardy with our class as the culminating event from the work they had completed during 
the previous three weeks. They were fantastic and our kids loved it,” said Isabelle.

Students in the class also made vegetable soup with Paideia graduate  Sarah Brock, 
enriched with an organic chicken from the the Paideia farm. The  students donated the 
soup to a homeless shelter.

 

Odyssey of the Mind Teams  
Advance to State Competition

Three Paideia elementary Odys-
sey of the Mind teams (representing 
grades second to sixth) advanced 
to state competition after compet-
ing in the regional metro Atlanta 
event at Marist School by taking 
first place, second and third place 
in their events. The state competi-
tion will be held April 13 in Co-
lumbus, Ga.  The Paideia teams 
are coached by Paideia parents 
Paul Hernacki, Kevin Seefried, 
Trent Gegax, Robert Liu, Sally 
Brockington, Henry Bayerle, Dan 
Margalit, Lisa McIlvoy, Chris 
McIlvoy, and Meredith Struby.
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The high school Mock Trial team was one of eight teams that 
competed in the Georgia High School Mock Trial State Cham-
pionship tournament at the University of March 16. The team 
finished fourth, the highest a Paidiea team has ever placed, said 
the team coach Gregory Mancini. Team members Amelia Wana-

maker, Yani Assikis, and captains Madison
Chance and Jack Stiefel won Outstanding Lawyer award from 

the judges. Alie Urquhart won an Outstanding Performer award 
given by her peers for her role as a witness. The team reached the 
final in the District Championship Tournament in February. 

community

Students Win International Haiku 
Contest Awards

Results for the United Nations International School haiku 
contest open to students in grades first through 12th have been 
announced. Over 2,000 poems in Japanese and English were 
submitted by students, from elementary to high school, as well 
as teachers who competed in the teachers’ division.

This year, Paideia students, along with elementary teacher 
Becca McCauley, will be recognized. In the elementary divi-
sion, Nathan Holmann received honorable mention and Rus-
sell Hardin received an honorable mention and one of the top 
three places.  In the middle school division, Amelia Darling, 
Kelsey Eiler, Carolina Hardin, Andrew Reveno, and Lucas 
Tangpricha, received honorable mention.  In the teachers’ divi-
sion, Becca McCauley received honorable mention.

On June 1, over 120 poems will be on display in New York 
City at the Haiku Contest and Awards Assembly. The overall 
winning haiku will be revealed at that time.

—Tom Painting 
Junior High teacher

Mock Trial Team Competes in State Championship

 Science Olympiad Team Competes 
in Region Tournament

The high school Science Olympiad team finished third in the 
region tournament. Kiran Kowalski and Jacob Schnell took first 
place in the  fossils event. Grace Whissell and Regan Phelan 
won second place in the water quality event. The senior captains 
were Kendall Seefried, Kiran Kowalski, Sisay Tadesse, and Ian 
Lippincott.

Student Achievements
The art work of seniors Ian Lippincott, Alana Mer-

min-Bunnell, and Kendall Seefried  was selected for 
the Atlanta High School Art Exhibition. The Exhibition 
took  place at the Dogwood Festival in Piedmont Park, 
April 12-14 in the Piedmont Park Community Center.  In 
addition Kendall’s work was also selected for an exhibition 
at the Art Institute of Atlanta. 

Calliope Cutchins was named to the All-State Band.  
Calliope plays the trumpet.
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Gender Day Covers a Range of Issues
The entire high school gathered in the 

theatre to hear Sam Killermann, the key-
note speaker for Paideia’s Gender Day held 
Feb. 27. Killermann’s talk was designed 
to answer the question: how do the binary 
conceptions of gender affect gender roles 
and stereotypes; ultimately perpetuating 
misogyny, confusing issues around con-
sent, and maintaining the patriarchy? 

 Killermann was introduced by high 
school students  Bibi Muse, Giovanni 
Padovano, Alexandra James, Alondra 
Romero, Sarah Espinoza, Casey Ser-
rano and Josh Beskind. Killermann is 
a comedian, author and award-winning 
activist who performs comedy shows and 
gives talks on themes of social justice, gen-
der and sexuality.

“Gender and sexuality are not the same,” 
he said. 

In talking about the concept of binary 
gender, he likened it to ice cream flavors. 
“That’s like saying there are only two fla-
vors: vanilla and chocolate . . . but what 
about strawberry? What about cookie 
dough? . . . The idea that there are only two 
options to describe everybody in the world 
— that’s 70 billion people to fit into only 
two categories.” After giving his story and 
history, he summed up, saying, “We’re all 
more complicated than we assumed.”

In addition to high school students, Kill-
ermann talked to junior high classes and 
parents. 

After the keynote address, students dis-
persed to different workshops led by an 
extensive  roster of presenters.  Some of 
the speakers included: Sylvia Gray, Title 
IX Coordinator from Sewanee: The Uni-
versity of the South. Her workshop was 
called “What is Good Sex? What students 
may need to know before college.” An-
other workshop was led by two representa-
tives of the Biden Foundation, Kassamira 
Carter-Howard and Kendall LaVine. 

Discussion there was wide ranging. For 
example, the topic of cat calling came 
up as one of the most common instances 

of sexual harassment. “It’s a small thing, 
but over time, it builds,” said one student.  
Another student noted her perception of 
the Trump administration’s disrespect 
for women. “It makes me feel helpless.”  
Students also mentioned the nomination 
hearing for  the Supreme Court Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh and the  charges of sexual 
assault brought against him. “This is our 
reality.” Another student raised the issue of 
being from another culture, in her case, the 
Indian culture. “We may be the first people 
in our family to talk about gender based 
violence.”

Another presenter, Paideia parent Pola 
Changnon, of Turner Classic Movies, 
spoke about how films have perpetuated 
male dominance in the entertainment busi-

ness, and about the historically low num-
bers of women in the roles of directors, 
producers, and cinematography. 

“Women are half the customers of mov-
ies, and it seems odd that the producers 
don’t try harder to reach their customers,” 
she said.  She also explained the notion 
of “the male gaze,” that explains the way 
women are depicted on screen, with first 
impressions being of legs, torso, etc., 
which would be the views designed to at-
tract the eyes of men. “This reinforces a 
patriarchal society,” she said. 

A post-Gender day sample of impres-
sions from students included some com-
ments praising the keynote speaker. “Sam 
Killermann seemed very balanced in his 
opinions and talked a lot about the alien-
ation we all put upon others that do not 
agree with us.”

Other comments centered on the most 
interesting topics, including sex education, 
sexual violence in relationships and how to 
have healthy relationships, Title IX, learn-
ing about trans youth and Georgia’s laws 
concerning teenage sex.

We’re all more 
complicated than  

we assumed.”
— Gender Day speaker  

Sam Killermann
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in the South. He also recalled his 
days as a student at Paideia even 
sharing a photo of the first paper 
he wrote in the late Jane Pep-
perdene’s class.  

In addition to the assembly, he  
also spoke to individual classes 
about writing and journalism. Mosi 
was introduced at the assembly by 
senior Jack Colton, one of the co-
editors-in-chief of the high school 
newspaper the Forum.

His presentation was part of the 
writers lecture series sponsored 
by the Pepperdene Fund, a trust 
established by the late Jane Pep-
perdene, a professor of English at 

Agnes Scott College and then an English 
teacher at Paideia for 20 years. Jane be-
lieved it was important for students to be 
exposed to living writers and she was in-
strumental in bringing several well-known 
authors to Paideia when she taught here 
including James Dickey, Richard Wilbur 
and Eudora Welty. 

community 

Come and See the 
Paideia Pi Cup April 
27-28

Come out for the 14th annual Paid-
eia Cup, to be held April 27 and 28 at 
Atlanta Silverbacks Park. Pi Cup, as 
it is affectionately known, is the pre-
eminent high school ultimate tourna-
ment in the country and will feature 
the top ultimate teams in both the 
boys’ and girls’ divisions. So come 
join coaches Michael Baccarini and 
Miranda Knowles, along with the 
boys’ and girls’ ultimate teams, for 
a weekend of highly competitive, 
highly spirited ultimate. For more 
information, check out our website 
at paideiacup.com. 

Paideia Alumnus is Jane Pepperdene Speaker
Paideia alum Mosie Secret ’97 

spoke at a high school assembly 
about his career in journalism in 
early March. He spoke of his expe-
riences as an intern at the Village 
Voice and Nation magazine and a 
young reporter in Houston, Texas 
and Durham/Chapel Hll, N.C., .and 
how working in daily journalism 
at the New York Times made him 
realize he preferred the long form 
of narrative journalism. He shared 
that while a personality and strong 
interests test he took as student at 
Harvard revealed he should be-
come a journalist, he never wrote 
for any student publications while 
there. A story he is most proud of he said, 
was an investigative piece about a young 
black man wrongly imprisoned for seven 
years for robbery, who was later released 
in part because of information he uncov-
ered in his reporting. Shortly before the 
young man’s hearing on the new evidence, 
Mosi was called into the judge’s chambers 

where he was  told by the judge that his 
work led to what would take place in the 
court that day. 

Mosi is currently working on a book 
based on his reporting for a story for the 
New York Times magazine detailing the ex-
periences of young black male students re-
cruited to attend all white boarding schools 

Junior High Students Address Human 
Trafficking Conference

Two Paideia junior high students, Jared 
Hammerstrom and Alex Crowley spoke at 
the End Human Trafficking Summit. For their 
Race, Class and Gender action project related 
to gender, they took on the topic of human 
trafficking and created a diorama with places 
around Atlanta that have a lot of trafficking.  
They also made contact with Delta Airlines, 
who invited them to display their project at 
the conference as well as make a speech. 

The goal of action projects says their 
teacher Jennifer Swift, “is for students to 
pick a topic related to our current unit (in this 
case gender), research it in depth, and then 
find a creative way to reach as many people 
as possible and educate them about their 
topic of choice.”
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alumni news Compiled by Anna Beck ’01, Alumni and Special Events Coordinator

•	 Daniel	Longino	’02	was recently 
nominated for a Directors Guild 
of America award for outstanding 
directorial achievement for Who is 
America? on Showtime along with co-
directors Sacha Baron Cohen, Nathan 
Fielder and Dan Mazer. They competed 
in the variety/talk/news/sports category 
with directors from Saturday Night 
Live, Real Time with Bill Maher, 
The Late Show with Stephen Col-
bert and Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver.

•	 Molly	Bagby	’04	writes: “I moved 
back to Atlanta a year and a half ago 
after more than 10 years living in 
NYC. I am currently helping manage 
my family’s business, Highland Wood-
working, and still getting reacquainted 
will all the fun Atlanta has to offer. I 
enjoyed connecting with fellow alums 
at the February PYPline event!”

•	 Mollie	McFee	’06	earned her Phd in 
comparative literature at the University 
of Chicago. After three years of garden 
tending, music playing and crafting 
meals together, she and her husband 
put a ring on it and were married in 
2017. They were surrounded by family 
and friends, many of whom are Paideia 
alums! 

•	 Evelina	Pierce	’06	writes: I am still 
working with “Girls On The Run”, try-
ing to empower young women across 
Atlanta. I am playing for Atlanta’s first 
women’s professional ultimate team, 
Soul, and in my spare time, coaching 
the Grady girl’s ultimate team. 

•	 Evan	Glustrom	’09 writes: I recently 
graduated from Duke law school and 
am now working at Alston and Bird in 
Atlanta in securities and litigation. I 
also joined the Paideia Alumni Advi-
sory Council this year and am excited 
to reconnect with fellow alums. 

•	 Julia	Boyd	’11	currently lives in Los 
Angeles where she is working as a 
video producer and photographer. She 
is passionate about achieving parity for 
women in film. In her free time, she 
performs around L.A. with her improv 
team.

•	 Emily	Fu	’12	writes: “After graduat-
ing from Yale with a master’s in public 
health, I relocated to Chicago to pursue 
my PhD in clinical psychology at the 
Northwestern School of Medicine. In 
my free time, I enjoy visiting my best 
friend Julia	Boyd	’11 in L.A.!

•	 Gil	Eplan-Frankel	’13 writes: I 
graduated from the University of 
Georgia and have made my (stage left) 
entrance into the film and theater world 
here in Atlanta! I just closed the world 
premiere production of “Reykjavik” at 
Actor’s Express and am currently in 
search of my next project!

Laney Deanna Gonzalez-Rico, 
printmaking

Adrienne Harper, photography
Helen Latting, ceramics and glass
Aidyn Levin, photography
Zadie McConaughey, photography (2)
Alana Mermin-Bunnell, painting
Bibi Muse, gold key portfolio and 

photography
Shelby Pullen, photography
Sarah Rose, photography
Anna Claire Shuman, photography
Victoria Silva, photography 
Anna Zheng, personal essay/memoir and 

American Voices Nominee

Silver Key Award
Lilly Bencich, photography
Emma Cahalan, photography

Olive Duncan, jewelry (2)
Adrienne Harper, photography
Ella Kim, printmaking
Aidyn Levin, photography
Ian Lippincott, sculptures (2)
Juliana Margolis, photography
Alana Mermin-Bunnell,  painting (2) and 

art portfolio
Chloe Morris, photography and digital art
Bibi Muse, photography
Caroline Pickel, printmaking
Alie Urquhart, jewelry
Ahalya Ramgopal, personal essay/

memoir

Honorable Mention
Imran Abawari, photography
Lilly Bencich, photography (2)

Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards continued from page 1

Bibi Muse’s Gold Key winning photo “Her Shadow” more
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2019-2020 Paideia School Calendar as of February 5, 2019

Thursday, August 15 School Starts
Monday, September 2 No School - Labor Day

Monday, September 30 No School ~ Rosh Hashanah

Wednesday, October 9 No School ~ Yom Kippur

Thursday-Friday, October 17-18 No School - Fall Break

Wednesday, October 23 Half Day and Elementary School Early Dismissal
Friday, November 1 Conference Day, No School for Half Day, Elementary and Junior High Only  
 ~ High School in Session

Wednesday-Friday, November 27-29 No School ~ Thanksgiving Break

Thursday, December 19  Last Day before Holiday Break
Monday, January 6 Classes Resume from Holiday Break
Monday, January 20 No School ~ MLK, Jr. Holiday

Friday, January 31 No School for High School Only  
 ~ Half Day, Elementary and Junior High in Session

Monday, February 17 No School ~ Admissions Day

Thursday-Friday, February 27-28 No School ~ Winter Break

Wednesday, March 18 No School ~ Professional Development Day

Monday-Friday, April 6-10 No School ~ Spring Break

Monday, April 20 Conference Day, No School for Half Day, Elementary and Junior High Only 
 High School in Session

Friday, May 8 No School for High School Only 
 ~ Half Day, Elementary and Junior High in Session

Monday, May 25 No School ~ Memorial Day, 
Tuesday, June 2 Last Day of School

Bibi Muse’s Silver Key winning photo “How to Do Your Makeup”.
Emma Cahalan, photography
Olive Duncan, jewelry (2)
Ruby Forde, printmaking
Helen Latting, ceramics and glass
Ian Lippincott, sculpture
Oscar Mayorga, photography
Alana Mermin-Bunnell, painting
Sadie Race, jewelry
Sadd Sadd, drawing and illustration and 

painting
Kendall Seefried, photography (2)
Katherine Shue, printmaking
Jack Spencer, photography
Alie Urquhart, jewelry (2)
Emi Wu, photography
Asha Ahn, short story
Sophia Huuynh, poetry (2)
Amelia Wanamaker, poetry

more
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving families 
with children ages three through 18. Paideia does not dis-
criminate in employment or in admissions. It actively seeks 
racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student body. 
The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept of a 
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.
The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 
month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 
address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-
tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 
web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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