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Financial Aid at the
2019 Auction
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Let’s join together as a Paideia
community on Saturday, March
9, at 6 p.m., at the Stave Room
located at 199 Armour Dr.
This is Paideia’s signature
fundraising event for financial
aid. The theme of this year’s
event is Express Yourself. There
will be a few surprises, including
a chance to win a 2019 Subaru Crosstrek donated by Stivers
Decatur Subaru. Raffle tickets will be sold online and at the event.
Tickets are $100 each or three for $250.
Purchase event tickets, raffle tickets or make a donation
at www.paideiaschool.org/auction to help make this a successful
event. We would appreciate donations by Wednesday,
Feb. 13, 2019.
Join for us for a vibrant evening of fun and Express Yourself!

Revels a Play of Nobles, Father
Christmas, Morris Dancers, a
Dragon, St. George and More

January 2019

Get Cozy and Bid at the
Pajama Auction Friday,
Feb. 22, 2019

The Paideia Auction for
financial aid begins online! You will have an opportunity to bid on exciting
auction donations from the
ease of your own home. The
annual Pajama Auction opens
exclusively for online bidding on Friday, Feb. 22 and closes Tuesday, March 5. Enticing
and unique items will only be available online, so don’t miss out!
This is a great opportunity for Paideia alums and alumni parents
to contribute to the Auction’s success, even if you can’t attend the
Auction event on Saturday, March 9.
Need more information? Visit www.paideiaschool.org/auction. If you are not a current Paideia parent and would like access
to the Pajama Auction, please contact Caroline Cook at cook.
caroline@paideiaschool.org.

Revels, a Paideia tradition, was performed the week before the holiday
break by Brian and Stephanie’s fourth and fifth grade class. It was
the 33rd performance of the play that explores the medieval fears and
celebrations around the winter solstice and the return of spring in an
irreverent pastiche of fables and humor.

community
Flip that Sheet of Paper and Other Paper Conservation Tips			
		
Brooke and Emily’s fourth grade class
is working on a project to reduce paper
consumption at Paideia. Groups of students in the class have developed activities
as part of the “Paper Action Project” that
they hope will encourage everyone to cut
down on paper consumption.
In a letter to the newsletter Noah Patton and Max Rotenberg said, “Some of
the things we have been doing are: writing letters, making PSAs, creating posters and buttons, and talking about paper
conservation and consumption to younger
students. Our hope is that Paideia will
consider ways to be more thoughtful
about our environment, the amount of
paper we use, the kind of paper we order,
and organizing a pizza sale fundraiser to
help the Paideia community get started on
some of our paper conservation goals.”
The class would donate the money from
the pizza sale towards the purchase of
more environmentally friendly paper.
The letter listed some facts about paper
use at Paideia including:
• Paideia uses 175 cases of paper each
year! 5,000 sheets per case = 875,000
sheets of paper! *The energy it takes to
make our paper is equal to running 133
home refrigerators each year.
• Our paper produces the same amount of
carbon dioxide as 7.2 cars running.

Here are some things that Paideia can do
to conserve paper and make a difference in
our environmental impact:
• We can change the company that we get
paper from.
• We could get 30% recycled paper content, 100% recycled content.
• We could get paper from the Tree Zero
Brand, that uses recycled sugar cane to
make paper.
Noah and Max cite the Framework of
Values as another reason to curtail paper
consumption.
“In our Paideia Framework of Values
one of the things that our school values
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is the “Commitment to an Environmental
View.” It says, “The school should introduce children to the complex interrelatedness of people and the environment and
for advocating preservation and protection
of the natural world.” That means that the
school should protect the natural world and
introduce students to it. So even though
it is a tiny bit more expensive, we should
commit to helping the environment.”

Recently the different groups in the class
presented their projects to each other. They
included video public service announcements that educate and encourage conservation urging students to “flip a piece over
and use both sides,” making buttons, posters and comic books, a sandwich board
urging students to inquire about student
paper use, and “TV” shows for the junior
high and high school.

Great Day for Reading
The string of
rainy days in
early January
offered students in Brian
and Stephanie’s elementary class the
perfect opportunity to wear
their PJs to
school and curl
up inside with
a good book.

community

New Endowment Fund Honors Nancy Isom
Nancy Isom, Paideia’s longtime business director, retired
in December after 45 years for
working at the school. As Paul
Bianchi, headmaster, noted,
Paideia was a very different
school when Nancy came to
work here in November 1973.
There were just 200 students
and the high school was in its
first year. The entire office staff fit into
what is now the headmaster’s office in the
1509 building.
Nancy was young, only 25 years old,
but as Paul said, “so was almost everyone
else; it did not seem to matter. Nancy was
qualified.”
Over her 45 years, she has worked with
about 20 different trustees who served as
treasurers of the board of trustees. Surrounded by stacks of files, regulation
books, and family photos tucked here and
there, Nancy worked on the school’s operation budget ending every fiscal year in the
black with “at least a small surplus, and
sometimes more.” Nancy was pennywise
but she was not pound foolish. She spent
the school’s money wisely and well on the
things that counted, including faculty and
financial aid support for students inside
and outside the classroom. Nancy worked
with the endowment board as well, which
oversees assets of $17 million.
Her office windows provided her with
a pleasurable and often entertaining view
of the rambunctious play each day on the
elementary playground. The windows
also provided a place for passing faculty
and staff to stop and chat, and when her
children Timmy, Meghan and Lindsay,
were students here, a place to grab pizza
sale money.
“We all are responsible for the school’s
culture. Nancy has always known that,”
said Paul. She loved Paideia and took the
school’s prudent work ethic to heart. Her
car was often among the last in the 1509
parking lot at the day’s end. She took

work home, scrimped on yearly
vacations, yet her door was
always open to everyone. She
was wise, caring, patient, understanding and a good listener.
She was an advocate for teachers and staff as well as students.
She took care of people and
she took care of animals, especially the cats like Newboy,
the all black cat that took up residence on
the campus for many years. Nancy would
come to school on weekends to feed Newboy, who being a cat, likely viewed this
exceptional devotion and care his feline
due.
If you knew Nancy or had any dealings
with her, you knew that she viewed the
financial aid program as important and a
crucial part of the culture at Paideia. “That
is why we have chosen the area of financial aid to honor Nancy by endowing a

financial aid fund in her name,” said Paul.
“It takes $100,000 to endow a fund. Fifty
colleagues, parents, trustees – present and
past – have contributed more than double
that amount. It is a remarkable tribute and
so deserved.”
The Nancy Isom Financial Aid Fund
has a great ring to it, he said, and it joins
other funds named for individuals who
have given and done so much for the
school like Paul Hayward, Dorothy
Craft Evans, George Howell, Jon Lowe
and many others.
“As long as there is a Paideia, some
student will be designated as the Nancy
Isom scholar, a continuing legacy of a
person who has done so much to build this
school,” said Paul.
If you would like to contribute, just send
money to Melissa Walden, development
director.
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High School Outdoor Club Takes Challenging
Backpacking Trip
Several members of the
high school Outdoor Club
explored the Southern
Nantahala Wilderness
in North Carolina on a
weekend backpacking trip
in October, accompanied
by high school teachers
Mark Alexander, Gavin
Drummond, and Rick
Goldstein.
We began our hike on
Friday afternoon, arriving before dark at a nice From back to front: Rick Goldstein, Alondra Romero, Carly Gaines,
Sophia Kennedy, Sadie Holcomb, Lylah Bannister, Addison Kerwin,
campsite in a hemlock
Ethan Thomas, Ruby Forde, Jane Brock
cove forest. We slept to
the soothing sound of a cascading stream. Saturday would be a challenging day. Soon
after resuming our hike, we saw firsthand the ecological change created by a large forest fire that swept through this area in 2016. For several miles, the trail was overgrown
with thorns and thickets that were thriving in the absence of tree canopy. Our pace
was cut in half. At times, navigating the path was almost a guessing game. However,
we stayed the course, and after gaining 1,500 feet in elevation, we reached the summit
of Big Scaly Mountain. We were rewarded with a fantastic view of the Blue Ridge
Mountains.
After setting up camp in a saddle between two peaks, we decided to further explore
the area in the remaining hours of daylight. We subjected ourselves to more intense
“bushwhacking” as we followed another steep trail to reach the base of a remote and
picturesque waterfall. We dipped our feet in the clear mountain water and enjoyed the
cool mist emanating from the falls. After a strenuous return back to our campsite, we
ate dinner around a fire and roasted s’mores while reflecting on the adventurous day.
The descent on Sunday was no walk in the park, but by that point, we were seasoned
backpackers!
– Mark Alexander, High School Outdoor Club faculty advisor

Christina Walker Scores 1,000th Point
Girls’ Basketball Team Off to 8-0 Start

Varsity girls’ basketball player Christina
Walker recently scored her 1,000th point. Coach
Monique Dawson gave Christina a basketball to
commemorate the achievement before the team’s
Dec. 7 game against Prince Avenue Christian
School. The Paideia girls’ team won that Dec. 7
game and their Dec. 8 game against W.D. Mohammed to clinch a record 8-0 start to the season.
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Students’ Topics Range
from Metabolism to
Photosynthesis in AP
Biology Project
The art lobby was buzzing on Nov. 19 when
AP biology students presented their poster
creations, using words, pictures, graphs and
photos to illustrate their chosen topics, ranging
from metabolism, to cellular respiration and
fermentation to photosynthesis. They stood by
their posters, poised and ready to answer questions leading to a test grade as evaluated by
high school science teacher Miranda Knowles
and members of the Atlanta scientific community.
Some of the posters covered the gut microbiotics and obesity, zooxanthellar intolerance to
climate change and staple crop photosynthetic
efficiency.
Mimi Wanamaker ’20 chose the photosynthesis topic as a result of her work with
urban agriculture and working with plants. She
researched her topic at the Emory University
library and linked the information she found
with interests including food insecurity and
world hunger as it relates to crops.
Elena Mavromatis ’20 used her poster to
illustrate how obesity varies according to geography and where it is most prevalent.
Junior Alondra Romero’s poster focused on
the ways coral experiences intolerance to climate change. The title of her work was zooxanthellae intolerance to climate change. She said
she has always been interested in science and
conservation. Her poster focused on the fact
that rising temperatures are bleaching coral and
hurting its ability to thrive. She named Mexico
and Indonesia as areas where this is happening, and said that the problem could be solved
if temperatures were to go down, but, she said,
“unfortunately, they just keep going up.”
Spencer Waterbury ’20 presented information on the autoimmune disease of the thyroid,
including relating it to conditions such as pregnancy, age and sex and demographics.
Posters were judged on points such as organization, content, examples, applications,
poster style, presentation and context and style.

community

New Planned Project: An Exciting
Opportunity for the Entire School
Paideia headmaster Paul Bianchi recently shared project plans with parents
that include the property Paideia purchased
at 1368 Ponce de Leon Ave. and academic
programs and spaces on the main campus.
Paul and board chair Melinda Holladay
spoke about the project.
How will the project impact the
school?

The whole project is the result of four
to five years of planning by the board and
the land committee. This project not only
improves the junior high program
but also enhances and expands the
academic programs and spaces for
students at all levels of the school.
It presents an exciting opportunity
for the entire school.

The property is 2.3 acres and the school
paid $2.5 million to the estate of Jim Jackson. It seemed like a wonderful opportunity to get that property when it became
available and figure out how best to use it
for the school’s future. Moving the junior
high program is a well-thought-out plan
for the use of that that property that includes a very attractive historic house and
a large tract of land behind it.
The historic house on the 1368 property
may be used for offices.

Why was the junior high
chosen for the 1368 property?

The junior high is a distinct
program of the appropriate size for
that particular property.
The program is more easily
scheduled. It is self-contained for
a two-year period for students
there. The new junior high building will
have homebase classrooms, breakout
rooms, maker space, separate music and
art rooms, outdoor space and a commons
area. Students will not go back and forth
during the academic day, although junior
high students will participate in afterschool athletics on the main campus and at
Python Park.
The land design accommodates a carpool lane with a covered porch that will
provide social interaction time for the
junior high students while simultaneously
improving carpool at the main campus.

How large is the 1368 Ponce de
Leon property and what did it
cost?

What are the planned enhancements to elementary and high
school?

When the junior high moves from its
current space, the two main floors will
become available for additional academic
space for programs like STEAM, makerspace, and relocation of certain specialists’
classrooms to enhance the elementary
and high school. In many ways, the space
captured on the existing campus by this
purchase is the most transformative impact
for the most number of students.

How will these plans affect the
neighborhood?

Paideia has worked very hard to be a
good neighbor in Druid Hills. We feel

that we can develop that land for the junior high in keeping with the spirit of the
neighborhood. We have already shared
initial plans with neighborhood representatives and will continue to work closely
with them. We value their support and
advice. We are also very pleased that on
December 12 the design of the project at
1368 was approved by the Atlanta Urban
Design Committee.
Will there be a capital campaign?

Yes. Capital campaigns are the way
schools and colleges finance
new facilities and endowment.
The present campus came from
previous campaigns. The last one
began in 2002 and funded the
existing junior high, the black box
theater, the second gym, the campus green, extensive renovations
of Python Hall and the Pi building, and some endowment.
After it burned down, we rebuilt
the Mother Goose in 2009 with
limited fundraising and insurance
proceeds. Earlier campaigns from
earlier generations of parents
provided the money that gave us
1509 Ponce and the existing Pi building
(1973); Python Hall (1978), the theater
and gymnasium (1989); the high school
(1995), the MAC building, the half day
at 1341, and Python Park (2000). Each of
these efforts gave us the school we now
have.
We are glad to be in this position where
we can launch this project. This is well
studied and well thought out. This campaign will be this generation of Paideia
parents’ opportunity to add to the tradition
of providing good facilities for teachers
and students to come.
There will be no major moves in the
development of the 1368 property until
fundraising is well under way.
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Community
Feast Program Challenges
High School Students to
Fight Hunger
The bounty of Paideia’s traditional annual feast was in
stark contrast to the activities undertaken by high school students the morning of Nov. 20.
Three students, juniors Camryn and Jordyn Bourne
and Mimi Wanamaker, put their experiences working at
a summer Youth Summit on Hunger and Poverty at the Atlanta Community Food Bank into action as they planned a
thought-provoking program focusing on hunger in America.
“We spent a week at the Food Bank learning about the interconnectedness of hunger and poverty,” Camryn said. That
experience led to the Nov. 20 showing of the film A Place at
the Table, which illustrated many perspectives on what it’s
like to be food insecure.
“We decided to plan feast day as our final action project
for the Food Bank internship, which every intern completes,” said Jordyn. “This year’s theme was more focused
on the impact of hunger in communities, rather than looking
at a global scale,” she said.
After viewing the film, students participated in role-plays
which personalized the challenges of living and providing
for a family when food insecure. At the summit, the students
had participated in such activities and felt they would translate well to the Paideia environment.
Mimi said, “We wanted to make it (feast day) interesting
while also giving our classmates the opportunity to engage
with the issues of hunger and food insecurity.”
Following the film, high school students went to classrooms and broke into groups of about four. Jacob Sencer
’21, Nikhel Krishna ’21, Genna Fidati ’21 and Ashley
Danzig ’21 huddled around a table and discussed what they
could buy with $4.67 a day. They decided that proteins such
as eggs and wheat toast were a good idea.
In another group, Ingrid Johnson ’21 discussed the pros
and cons of milk and pancake mix, mandarin oranges, meats
and beans. Her group also talked about how changes in
plans, such as your car breaking down, can impact the locations where you can shop and the cost of goods.
In sophomore Shaam Kanji’s group, arguments about the
nutritional value of grape jelly and pancake mix versus the
need for laundry detergent brought up other problems, which
they discussed. “Without access to a grocery store, the kinds
of food available were worse and more processed,” he said.
Camryn, Jordyn and Mimi are also planning a Hunger
Awareness week for February, and are encourage members
of the community to participate in the Food Bank’s annual
Hunger Walk.
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Feast 2018
Students, faculty and staff gathered for the annual all-school feast
on Tuesday, Nov. 20. Students from the half day to high school
gathered in the gym to enjoy the community meal. As always,
some alumni dropped in to enjoy the meal. The parent and student
green team members directed students how to dispose of their waste
in the proper bins to ensure another zero waste feast.

Alumni news

Compiled by Anna Beck ’01, Alumni and Special Events Coordinator

• Jeff Dean ’86 was recently featured in
the New Yorker for his work coding for
Google over the last 18 years. Jeff and
his friend Sanjay are the only Level 11
Google Fellows at the company. Together they are responsible for conquering some of the search engine’s most
difficult technical challenges.

• Jordan Howard ’97 writes: “I moved
to Lisbon, Portugal with my wife and
dog last March after 10 years in Vietnam. I still run my digital marketing
company, digitalONDA.com, just now
I run it from Portugal. Any Paideia
graduates in the area are welcome to
reach out and say hi!”

• Chad Polazzo ’92 writes: I am busy
selling and developing real estate in
town, in fact Lori and I are currently
building four townhouses this year in
Reynoldstown off the beltline. We live
in Inman Park with our three boys,
Grant, who is in ninth grade at Paideia,
Henry, who is in eighth grade at Paideia and James, who is in third grade at
the Children’s School...and of course
our goldendoodle, Sunny!

• Ben Ku ’00 won his election for county commissioner in Gwinnett County
on November 6th. Ben is the first
democrat to be elected to this county
commission in more than 30 years.
• Katie Nall Clark ’04 writes: “I married Barry Clark in March of this year
standing beside three of my favorite
Paideia buddies as bridesmaids: Alison
Wilkinson ’04, Birney Robert ’04,

and Fati Ahmed ’04. In January, we
will be moving to Seattle, Wash. where
Barry got a job at a manufacturing robotic start up. If there are any alums in
the area come visit!”
• Brooke Kitsch ’05 writes: “My husband Kyle and I welcomed our second
baby – a little girl – on October 11. Her
name is Georgia Foster Kitsch and
we are in love!
• Bex Taylor-Klaus ’13 stars in the
new Netflix film Dumplin (featuring Jennifer Anniston) about a nontraditional beauty pageant contestant in
small town Texas. Bex plays “Hannah”
who joins the pageant for her own nontraditional reasons.

Slither 2018

The annual race is organized and hosted by Paideia alumni and
supports the financial aid program at Paideia.
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30307
THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving families
with children ages three through 18. Paideia does not dis-

criminate in employment or in admissions. It actively seeks
racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student body.
The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept of a
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year.
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our
web site at www.paideiaschool.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Decatur, Georgia
Permit No. 281

