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38 Paideia Students Win Scholastics Arts and Writing Awards
Thirty-eight Paideia high school
students were awarded gold and silver keys and honorable mention by
the 2018 Scholastic Arts and Writing program. Students received 16
gold key and 25 silver key awards
for art and photography and 17 honorable mentions. Paideia students
received four awards for writing
including one gold key, two silver
keys and one honorable mention.
Paideia received the most gold key
and overall awards for photography of any school in Georgia. The
work of all gold key winners will be
judged in a national event in March.
The 2018 regional Scholastic Award
recipients are:
Gold Key Award
Alex Andersen, Photography
Lilly Bencich, Photography (2)
Ava Changnon, Photography
Evy DiSalvo, Art portfolio and Digital Art (2)
Olive Duncan, Jewelry
Jack Friedman, Photography (3)
Eliza Gallant, Photography
Lilah Krugman, Photography
Alex Lubsey, Photography
Bibi Muse, Photography
Emi Wu, Photography
Amelia Wanamaker, Short Story
Silver Key Award
Christina Aaron, Printmaking
Sophie Adler, Photography

Yani Assikis, Photography
Keb Bannister, Digital Art (2)
Lylah Bannister, Printmaking
Lilly Bencich, Photography (2)
Emma Cahalan, Photography
Jaimes Dickerson, Photography
Evelyn DiSalvo, Mixed Media
Anna Farber, Photography
Jack Friedman, Photography
Caroline Kirk, Photography
Lilah Krugman, Photography
Helen Latting, Printmaking
Carly Mashman, Photography
Erin Meller, Drawing and Illustration
Alana Mermin-Bunnell, Printmaking
Isabel Pitman, Photography (2)
Sarah Tolchin, Photography (3)
Catie Urquhart, Ceramics and Glass/Portfolio (2)
Asha Ahn, Short Story
Sophia Huynh, Poetry

Honorable Mention
Alex Andersen, Photography
Evelyn DeSalvo, Mixed Media
Olive Duncan, Jewelry
Olivia Escobedo, Drawing and Illustration
Anna Farber, Photography
Eliza Gallant, Photography (2)
Camille Juliano, Photography
Alex Lubsey, Photography
Aiden Ouweleen, Digital Art/Drawing and
Illustration (3)
Kendall Seefried, Photography
Jack Spencer, Photography
Petra von Grey, Photography
India Wrede, Drawing and Illustration
Willy Yun, Photography
Kellett Owen, Short Story

Light Up the Night at Illuminate
Illuminate, the 2018 Paideia Auction benefiting financial aid, is almost here. Get ready to bid
6 p.m., Saturday, March 17 at the Stave Room,
located at 199 Armour Drive.
Be a part of Paideia’s biggest party and fundraiser of the year.
Plenty of parking is available at the venue, but
please consider Uber, Lyft, or carpooling, be-

cause the party is sure to run late this year. PostLive Auction, put on your boogie shoes and light
up the dance floor, as the fun continues with the
DJ from Yacht Rock, spinning vintage ’70s party
tunes sure to showcase your amazing electric
slide!
Together, we can light up the night and help
brighten students’ futures.

community
BPO Celebrates Black History Through
Literature
Children’s book illustrator Gregory Christie was the keynote speaker at the Black Parent
Organization’s Black History Month Celebration. He was introduced by Natalie Bernstein, Paideia’s elementary librarian, who noted that several of his books are in the school
library. Christie spoke about how and why he became a children’s book illustrator and
how he works. Many of the books he has illustrated are historical and contemporary biographies that feature African-Americans. Christie’s books include Bad News for Outlaws,
Jazz Baby, Love to Langston, Only Passing Through and Rock of Ages to name a few.
Earlier in the program Lauryn Adams ’18 and Joshua Harrington ’19 cited poems
by African American poets Maya Angelou and Langston Hughes. Ben Grooms ’20 performed a modern dance choreographed by Lauyrn.
The program concluded with songs led by elementary teacher Josè Codero.

Student Achievements

Jason Guo ’20 was a winner in the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra concerto competition. He will be featured in the 2018-2019 season in either an Atlanta Symphony
Youth Orchestra performance or an Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Education performance.
Seven Paideia students — William Currey ’18, Luca Davidorf ’21, Matthew
Davidorf ’19, Max Karnik ’19, Sophie Lyman ’22, Caroline Porkert ’20, and
Anna Zheng ’20—have been selected to participate in the Georgia Music Educators
Association All-State Chorus February performance in Athens, Ga.

Paideia’s Mock Trial team competed in a tournament at the DeKalb County Courthouse
organized by the State Bar of Georgia. Senior co-captain Matt Schnell and junior Yani
Assikis both received Best Lawyer Awards.
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Elementary Class
Learns About
Caretaking
Students in Kristen and Isabelle’s class
have been learning about caretaking this
year, thanks to the class’s central theme
of “Earth Care”. First, they worked to
clean up the gulch. Then in October, they
prepared food and served it to clients at
Intown Collaborative Ministries. In December, they worked together to weave
colorful felt strips into blankets that they
gave away.
In another effort focused on helping
to keep people warm, they had a blanket
drive. They collected blankets, then took
them to a laundromat where they washed
and dried them, then carefully folded
them.
When it was time to give them to people
in need, the class held a “sending off” ceremony in their classroom where they offered up good wishes for those who would
receive them. Tania Herbert, urban agriculture coordinator, delivered the blankets
to ICM.

community

High School
Presents Pippin

The high school musical, Pippin, took audiences on a young man’s magical selfdiscovery tour as he seeks passion and adventure. Aided in his search by the Lead
Player of a mysterious performing troupe Pippin struggles to find meaning for his life.
Photos by Danny Lee Photography
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Of Mirrors and Windows: A
Visit from Author Hena Khan
By Natalie Bernstein, Elementary Librarian

The elementary library hosted one of the
most important and timely author visits
ever on Feb. 2. Hena Khan came to us
from Maryland to talk about her books,
Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns: A
Muslim Book of Colors; It’s Ramadan,
Curious George; The Night of the Moon;
Mars: You Decide How to Survive and this
year’s exquisite novel, Amina’s Voice.
When I read Amina’s Voice in the fall,
I flipped. It’s getting lots of attention: a
middle-grade novel featuring a PakistaniAmerican girl who, like most kids her
age, has friendship and family ups and
downs and who struggles with a personal
challenge. In her case, she has a gorgeous
singing voice but is too self-conscious
to perform in public. She also hangs out
after school at her local Islamic center, a
place for basketball, classes, performance
possibilities and study. When the center is
firebombed one night, we share Amina’s
shock and pain. And when members of the
community step forward and surround the
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grieving congregants, we have a vision of
what America can be. I knew I wanted the
author to talk to our students, but my goal
is always to bring in someone who can talk
to ages 5-12. This is not a novel for very
young children. And then – I remembered.
Khan is also the author of the exquisitely
illustrated picture book in verse, Golden
Domes and Silver Lanterns: A Muslim
Book of Colors, which I have shared with
elementary students for several years.
Before her arrival, I met with all the elementary classes to help prepare them for
her presentation. We started with a slideshow full of pictures and questions: What
is Islam? What is a Muslim? A very eager
group of 5-6-year olds asked, about Islam:
“Is it a person?” “Is it a place?” “Oh – I
know! Is it an APP?” We went through
some basic concepts of belief, with an
eye-popping slideshow of mosques from
around the world. “Wow! That looks like
a mansion! I would like to live in that
one!” “Whoa! That one looks like a disco
palace!” “It’s just like in the Disney movie
– you know?” And when I showed images

of Al-Farooq Majid mosque in Atlanta,
they were incredulous: “You mean, they
(i.e. Muslims) live here in Atlanta?” and
“Hey! I’ve seen that building from the
plane and I never knew what it was!” or “I
pass it every day on my way to school and
I always wondered.”
The questions from young children
were sincere and curious: Do they have
holidays? What do they eat? Do they go
to church? Using The Night of the Moon
and It’s Ramadan, Curious George, we explored customs that looked very familiar:
holidays are for families to gather, share
food, share warmth and gratitude. Khan
has packed a lot of information into some
very child-friendly books.
Many older classes shared her novels,
either as read-alouds or literature groups,
which made our students some of the most
well prepared kids ever. Hena noted that
she visits many schools where the words
“Islam” and “Muslim” are confused even
by adults. In preparation, I asked the upper elementary students, “What do you
think of when you hear the word ‘Islam?’”
Children were very tentative. “Oh, I don’t
want to say, I’m not sure I can say this, I
might be wrong…” And then proceeded to
say, “I’ve heard it, but I’ve only heard Islamic State, ISIS.” Or, “It makes me think
of terrorists.” Our discussions were frank,
factual and cleared up a lot of puzzlement.
And then came our expert.
Hena told the story of her childhood
in Maryland, daughter of Pakistani immigrants, a child who borrowed bags of
books from the public library and who
read avidly. She identified with many characters from Little Women to Little House
on the Prairie to Ramona, three books featuring girls embedded in loving families,
much like her own. But, she noted, there
were no Muslims, no Pakistani-American
characters. Decades later, when she took
her young son to the public library, there
were STILL no books that reflected their
experience. There were a few reference
books and books featuring Muslims from
foreign lands, but no Americans. As Hena

community
noted, we all need books as mirrors—so
we can see ourselves—as well as books
as windows, so that we can inhabit the
interior lives of other kinds of people and
grow in empathy. “I wish I had this book
when I was little,” she said, holding up one
of hers. And thus, an author was born.
With the younger children in particular,
Hena shared objects from her religion and
culture, inviting young listeners to enjoy
“special things” like a prayer rug, a lantern
and the purple sparkly outfit she wore to
an Eid festival as a young child. She modeled a hijab and affirmed that she was the
same person with it on; yes indeed, women who wear a headscarf still have hair
and ears, contrary to what some young
children have surmised. “Some women
choose to wear a hijab to keep their beauty
private,” she explained simply. She even
modeled a round kufi, a traditional head
covering for men, and smiled broadly as
children exclaimed, “It’s just like a yarmulke!” She asked forthrightly, “What
does a Muslim look like?” and proceeded
to show us a dazzling array of images that
proves, you can’t tell just by looking. And
she reminded us, with 1.8 billion Muslims
in the world, of course there are different

customs and ways of being observant.
With the older children, she tackled the
topic of Islamophobia with eloquence,
clarity and even optimism. She listed
common misperceptions: Islam promotes
violence, Muslims are terrorists, Islam
oppresses women, and Islam is totally different from other religions, foreign and
backwards. Noting that more than half of
Americans admit they know little or nothing about Islam, she also shared further

statistics: that people who are polled think
there are 50 million Muslims in the U.S.
(the real number is 3-4 million), 42 percent of American Muslim kids get bullied
in schools, and 25 percent of that is done
by teachers and administrators. Seventyfive percent of American Muslims are not
of Middle Eastern descent. Anti-Muslim
hate crimes skyrocketed in 2017. And so
much more.
Our students were rapt. They locked
eyes with her. They listened intently and
they asked respectful questions, even citing some of her statistics back in their
questions. She was demystifying a subject
with authority, friendliness and humor.
“Muslims eat pizza! We eat cheeseburgers! Sometimes I don’t manage to fast for
all of Ramadan!” I looked at the glowing
faces of our students who are Muslim,
or who have told me they have Muslim
relatives and friends. I heard the students
telling her, as they told me, that Amina’s
Voice was their favorite book ever. It can
be a window into the lives of others who
surprise us by being like us, or a mirror reflecting our own lives. Our students, K-6,
now know more about Islam than 50 percent of Americans. And I have heard the
children happily saying as they come and
go, Salaam! Hello! Goodbye! Peace!
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Basketball Senior Night
Basketball varsity girls and boys players were recognized at Senior Night, Feb. 3. Seniors Olivia Street, Emma Jones, Jordan
Kunney, and Jalen Esssick with their coaches, parents and the high school coordinator after the ceremony.

Nine Students National Merit
Finalists

Jane Pepperdene Lecture Hosts Georgia
Poet Laureate

Nine Paideia seniors have been named finalists for
National Merit Scholarships. They are Elizabeth Amsbary, William Currey, William Johnson, Emma
Jones, Griffin McCauley, Anna McEntee, Erin
Meller, Julia Simmons and Nailah Smith.

David Bottoms, Georgia Poet
Laureate 2000-2012, was the latest
Pepperdene speaker at the Paideia
High School assembly on Jan. 24.
His awards included the Academy
of American Poets’sWalt Whitman
for his collection Shooting Rats at
the Bibb County Dump, the Levinson Prize from the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters
Award, and fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts and the
Guggenheim Foundation.
Bottoms, who teaches creative writing at Georgia State University, was
introduced by Abdul Mia ’18. He spoke easily to his audience, offering
details of his Southern roots while introducing his poems. Or, to put it in
his words: “What I write about is baseball and Canton, Georgia.”
Students’ questions following his talk were thought provoking. Asked
how he would deal with the process of getting out of a creative rut, Bottoms replied, ”go bowling, go fishing—get out in the world.” He also
advised student writers to “listen for metaphorical symbols the world is
trying to send and find the one being sent to you.”
As part of his visit Bottoms met with a small group of students to discuss writing after the assembly.
His visit to Paideia was part of the writers lecture series sponsored by
the Pepperdene Fund, a trust established by the late Jane Pepperdene, a
professor of English at Agnes Scott College and then an English teacher at
Paideia for 20 years.
Bottoms will publish a new book of poems in April 2018.

Sports News
Swimming
Seven Paideia swimmers competed in the Georgia
High School State Championships in February at the
Georgia Tech Aquatic Center.  The meet hosted 94
teams from the state of Georgia representing 1A-5A
schools. The top 30 individuals and relay teams from
the preliminary sessions returned for finals. The teams
for the first time were scored in subdivisions of 1-3A
schools and 4-5A schools. The Paideia girls’ team placed
third in 1A.  The boys’ team finished 39th.

Basketball
Senior Jalen Essick was named to GHSA Region 5-A
Second team South All-Region.
Senior Jordan Kunney was recognized as GHSA Region 5-A Honorable Mention All-Region.
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2018 APC Lecture Series Speaker March 9
An Evening in Conversation with a Paideia Grandparent

Ruth J. Simmons, president of Prairie View A&M University and former president
of Brown University, is the 2018 Alumni Parent Council Lecture Series speaker on
March 9. She will speak about the rapidly changing world of college-age women and
men.
President Simmons, who also served as president of Smith College, launched several academic initiatives in her career including the first engineering program at a
women’s college while at Smith. She has received many awards including a Fulbright
Lifetime Achievement Award, the Eleanor Roosevelt Val-Kill Medal, the Negro College Fund President’s Award and the Centennial Medal from Harvard University.
There will be a cocktail reception in the theater lobby 6:30-7:30 p.m. The lecture
begins at 8:15 p.m. Members of the Paideia community and their guests are invited.
Join us for an evening of a stimulating conversation.

Alumni news
• Ben Rosenberg ’01 writes: I live in
East Lake with my wife Annie and our
two children, Jack and Lily (5 and 2).
In 2017, I became a partner at Vantage
Realty Partners where I focus on the intown Atlanta office, industrial and adaptive reuse projects. This is my tenth year
representing commercial tenants, buyers, owners and investors throughout the
metro area. My wife Annie is an ESE
teacher at Museum School in Avondale
Estates. During her softball career at the
Galloway School, Marty Hayes frequently coached pitchers to walk Annie.
• Matt Gannon ’02 writes: I am a
video producer for CNN Digital, where
I shoot, produce and edit videos for all
of CNN’s digital platforms. This includes web, apps, Apple TV and others.
This past month I was in Utah filming
a piece for the Winter Olympics, profiling the first female African-American
speed skater Maame Biney. I was nominated for an Emmy, was a finalist for a
Livingston award and won an Eppy for
“Best Investigative/Enterprise Feature
on a Website” for the series Vanishing.
This series looks at climate change and
the way it is contributing to what could

Faculty Notes
Madeleine Soloway
created a body of art work
as a result of her travels in
Europe funded by the Hy
Blanche award from Paideia. A piece of her artwork
was chosen from 350 artists
for an 37- person exhibit at
the Museum of Contemporary Art in Atlanta. Her artwork in the MOCA
show has been nominated for the Forward
Foundation’s Emerging Artist Award. “This all
began with the Hy Blanche Award from Paideia,” said Madeleine.

Compiled by Anna Beck ’01 Alumni Relations and Special Events Coordinator

be the earth’s sixth mass extinction. I
live in Reynoldstown with my wife Samantha and we are expecting our first
child in May.
• Mackenzie Howard ’02 writes: I
bought my first house (well it’s a condo)
in the D.C. area after all these years
and was recently promoted to senior
program manager of communications
at Universal Service Administrative
Company. I am starting grad school this
summer in Georgetown’s public relations and corporate communications
program. In my “spare time” I work as
music director of SongRise – a women’s
social justice acapella group. We sang
at this year’s Women’s March; the BBC
recently included us in the opening of
their montage footage!
• Sophie Carssow Briddock ’05
writes: I am currently living in East
Atlanta Village with my husband, Rich
Briddock, our two young sons Thomas
and Billy and our three dogs and a cat.
Rich works in Midtown in digital marketing while I am currently staying at
home taking care of my energetic boys
(and pets!). I’ve recently become a substitute teacher at the preschool my boys

attend and I am loving every minute of
it! We are currently building a home in
Decatur, Ga. where we will be raising
our family.
• Michael Terry ‘08 writes: I handle
all day-to-day communications activities for the U.S. Figure Skating Team’s
USA athletes. Additionally, I handle
media operations for all our domestic
and international events. This February, I served as the press officer for the
U.S. Olympic Figure Skating Team. In
July of 2016, Jenny Brickman ’08
and I were married at Callanwolde Fine
Arts Center in Atlanta. We just bought a
house in Colorado Springs and currently
have our hands full with our awesome
dog, appropriately named “Georgia”.
• Bailey Softness ’13 was chosen along
with 21 young filmmakers from around
the world to participate in the Jerusalem
Film Workshop this past summer. After
graduating Wesleyan University last
May, Bailey and these filmmakers were
flown over to Israel for six weeks where
they created and produced short documentaries. Bailey is the cinematographer on her film, a profession she is now
pursuing in L.A.
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30307
THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving families
with children ages three through 18. Paideia does not dis-

criminate in employment or in admissions. It actively seeks
racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student body.
The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept of a
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year.
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our
web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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