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Atlanta Intown 20 Under 20 Recognizes
4 Seniors for Volunteer Service
Ahalya Ramgopal ’19 is an Atlanta
Intown 20 Under 20 honoree for 2019.
Alana Mermin-Bunnell ’19, Thuan
Tran ’19 and Kendall Seefried ’19 were
recognized as honorable mentions.
The award is in recognition of Ahalya’s
work as advocate for refugees in the Atlanta community. Ahayla began volunteering at age 14 at the  International Rescue
Committee.
“During the summer before my freshman year, I began to read more and more
articles detailing the tragedy of the Syrian
Refugee Crisis.” Ahalya said. “One particular image of a young Kurdish toddler’s
body washed up on shore haunted me.
My family also immigrated here, but with
the privilege of having the choice to do
so. I researched ways to help those who
had lost their homes and loved ones – and
found the IRC, whose motto is ‘From
harm to home’.”
As a volunteer, she teaches English, civics and history to newly arrived refugees
to help prepare them for the citizenship
test. During her junior year, she interned
in the IRC Communications Department,
working on social media advocacy and
marketing. As the only high-school intern,
she won the Intern fundraising competition
at the end of the fall semester, raising over
$750. In total, she has worked over the 500

hours for the IRC. She also volunteered
for the Jonathan Ossoff ’05 political campaign in an effort to enact change through
Congress.
Alana was recognized for her work that
includes travel to Uganda to teach English
and art, her volunteer work at the Frazer
Center and lab research support at Emory
addressing racial disparities in the kidney
transplant process.
“I love teaching and kids,” said Alana.
“Spread Science, peer tutoring, and the
Frazer center are all places I have been
able to give back to my community in
ways I am passionate about and enjoy.
Seeing the kids get excited about a lesson
or understand a concept makes me excited.
It reminds me why I love to teach and
learn, why education is so important in
my life, and why I try to contribute what
I can.”
Thuan  was honored for more than

250 hours coaching and judging debate
students, registering voters as part of
Asian Americans Advancing Justice,
building homes in Nicaragua, as well as
volunteering in an Emory neurosystems
study. “I first started volunteering in the
eighth grade for the Georgia Asian Pacific
Bar Association, which meant going to local legal clinics on a weekly basis to translate Vietnamese and assist individuals in
filing citizenship / tax return applications,”
he said. “Since then, my interests have
evolved mainly into grassroots advocacy,
which aligned with both AAAJ and the
ACLU’s goals and mission statements.”
Kendall was recognized for her service
with  Meals on Wheels, the American Red
Cross, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
and teaching autism education at the Connections School and the Hirsch Academy.
“I was initially drawn to the Connections
School because I was interested in the science behind autism, and now I enjoy playing games with the kids every day,” said
Kendall. “Over my time at the school, I
feel that I have learned more from the kids
at the school than I could have learned in
a classroom. The continued relationship
between the Connections School and Paideia is essential to bettering our community
and growing understanding of autism at
our school.”

Robotics Team Advances to State and National Competitions
The Paideia high school robotics team competed in the state tournament in February,
and will compete in the CREATE Foundation U.S. Open Robotics Championship in
Council Bluffs, Iowa, in April.
The team competed in the VEX Robotics High School Competition at Kennesaw State
in January where it won the Design Award. The team members are Max Stein’ 21, Chip
Miller ’19, Sisay Tadesse ’19, and Rakibul Chowdhury ’21. The team is coached by
STEAM coordinator David Fergemann.

elementary

Teaching Martin Luther King
By Natalie Bernstein, Elementary Librarian

Teaching about Martin Luther King Jr.
with every elementary class, every grade,
every year for over 20 years feels like
some of the most important work I do.
This year, teaching about Martin Luther
King Jr. in the weeks prior to the holiday
was profoundly resonant for me. I can feel
overwhelmed by ugly national discourse,
grim news of violence, justice denied and
so much more. And then I will read something about King, or even more important,
something written by King, and I am awed
by his firm, passionate optimism: we can
do better. When I saw the monument
in Washington D.C. last year, I read the
familiar words, “The moral arc of the universe is long but it bends toward justice,”
I remembered that King’s faith in America
was hard won. It’s my obligation to instill
that hope in children. How?
I am mindful that American schools
can be guilty of teaching only MLK and
not framing the story of Civil Rights in
a bigger way with many more heroes,
including children. We are in danger of
reducing the legacy of King to a sound
bite that gets repeated year after year. So
each year I try to think of new ways to
talk about the hard work of nonviolence.
With the youngest ones, I say, “I’m not
sure I can be as strong as King, John
Lewis or Ruby Bridges. If somebody
slapped me [and I slap myself pretty hard
and they look startled], I would really want
to slap them back. If somebody called me
“stupid,” I would want to call that person a
name. They chime in, “No, that would just
make it worse!” And their comments are
sincere, thoughtful, and sometimes comically off base.
I often open with the question for the
youngest students, “We are getting ready
to celebrate an important birthday. Does
anyone know whose?”
• “Oh! It’s my birthday!”
• “Is it our teacher’s birthday?”
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• “Oh, I know, it’s Justin Timberlake’s
birthday!”
• “Oh I know. I know. It’s that guy who is
buried in his swimming pool!”
One of the challenges is to redirect the
youngest students’ fixation with King’s
death:
• “He got shot! He got shot!”
• “Who shot him?”
• “Where is his body?”
• “Can I check out the book on James
Earl Ray?”
I explain that James Earl Ray went
to jail for the rest of his life but that I
want us to focus on the ideas of Dr. King.
Here’s how it went one time with 5-6 year
olds:
• “Did they feed [James Earl Ray] in
jail?”
• “Do people get to eat in jail?”
• “What do they eat? Do they get donuts?”
• “No, they get hot dogs.”
• “Hot dogs aren’t good for your body.”
Me: “Enough about jail. We are going to
talk a bit more about King.”
I return, over and over, to themes of
kindness and nonviolent reactions to unfairness. Kids offer examples from their
own lives and their own classrooms – and
I have to be alert to prevent them from
providing the actual names of kids who
have thrown sand or cheated at foursquare. One year, after I read Jean Marzollo’s gentle picture book Happy Birthday,
Martin Luther King (illustrated by Brian
Pinkney who visited Paideia in 2012), one
six-year-old asked, “So did he get to grow
up before he got shot?”
Explaining segregation to young children is complex. To emphasize that this
was not so long ago, I tell them a personal
story. I was six years old, a new reader,
and my mother took me with her to the
hardware store in Orlando, Florida. There
was a drinking fountain in the back with
signs “White” and “Colored.” I went
over and took a drink from the “colored”

fountain. When my mother asked me, curiously but without judgment, why I chose
that fountain, I replied, “Because it says
COLDER.” We can laugh in sympathy
with a new reader’s mistake, but it underscores the fact that these ugly laws and
customs were not that long ago.
It’s always a joy to frame King in the
context of the historically black colleges
and universities of Atlanta. Some students
assume that HBCUs were “blacks only”
and excluded whites, a logical tit-for-tat.
I explain the role of the HBCUs, arising
at a time when the University of Georgia
or Emory would not accept students of
color, but that they were not deliberately
“separate.” (In fact, I am an alumna of
Clark-Atlanta’s School of Library and
Information Science.) I’ve often played a
video of the Morehouse glee club singing
“We Shall Overcome,” and some of our
children exclaim excitedly, “Oh! My dad
went to Morehouse! Just like King!” Or,
“My mom went to Spelman. It’s weird that
it’s a women’s college but it’s called SpellMAN!”
With fourth and fifth graders, I read
aloud selections from the children’s book
The Assassination of Martin Luther King;
children are puzzled and troubled by his
death and it needs to be addressed. The
picture books The Cart That Carried Martin and Belle and The Last Mule at Gee’s
Bend are quiet and touching. I show photos on the screen of the dignified, mostly
silent, enormous funeral procession; students are struck by the images of King’s
children, asking their names and ages. I
explain that when cities all over the U.S.
were on fire, Atlanta came together for this
monumental event, hosting tens of thousands of ordinary people plus loads of dignitaries, and Coca Cola’s Robert Woodruff
helped pay for police overtime and more.
And several times, children have piped
up, “Is that the same as the Woodruff Arts
Center?”
In an effort to enlarge our understand-
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ing of the scope of King’s impact, I have
shared with children from fourth to sixth
grade a video and written excerpts from
his Letter from a Birmingham Jail and
we talk about strategy (King was arrested
in Birmingham on Good Friday) and the
importance of television and timing. Also
with the upper elementary students, I have
often shown video excerpts from his famous last speech, “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop,” asking students to note his facial
expressions, and how he nearly collapses
into the arm of his aides afterwards.
I ask the question, “What was he doing in Memphis, anyway?” Some kids
do know he was there to support striking
sanitation workers. We talk about the
difference between the terms “garbage
man” and “sanitation worker” and why
language matters. Students ask, “Why
were the workers striking?” I explain that
they wanted not only equal pay, but safer
working conditions: two men had been
crushed in the truck compactors but the
city of Memphis declined to install safety
equipment. “Why?” they ask. “Because it
was expensive. Memphis would have had
to raise taxes to pay for it. And they were
‘garbage men.’ People complain about
paying taxes, especially when taxes pay
for something that doesn’t benefit them
directly.”
Every year I learn more about King.
This year, I showed fifth and sixth graders a brief video documentary about his

speech in opposition to the Vietnam War.
He was harshly criticized for this speech
by The New York Times, The Washington
Post and allies in the Civil Rights movement, including Nobel Prize winner Ralph
Bunche. We examine a few passages
closely:
“A time comes when silence is betrayal.
We are called to speak for the weak, for
the voiceless, for the victims of our nation,
for those it calls ‘enemy…’ [T]he world as
it stands aghast at the path we have taken.
I speak as one who loves America… This
call for a worldwide fellowship that lifts
neighborly concern beyond one’s tribe,
race, class, and nation is in reality a call
for an all-embracing and unconditional
love for all mankind.”
And one ten-year-old just breathed,
“Wow. Wow. I wish SOME people would
read that.”
I can’t answer every question. I note
over and over again that I’m still learning,
still reading, still pondering. One day I
read aloud from the book Martin’s Dream
Day that, at the time of the March on
Washington in 1963, there were marches
in cities around the world: Amsterdam,
Berlin, London, Oslo, Madrid, Tel Aviv,
Cairo and more. And a nine-year-old asked
eagerly (and repeatedly), “What about
Potsdam? Did they march in Potsdam?”
Other children ask me questions about Colin Kaepernick, guns, Black Lives Matter.
Two 11-year-olds begged me to get them

a book about Trayvon Martin. One sixthgrade girl asked, “Is the Ku Klux Klan still
doing bad things? Because I think about
them at night in bed and I’m scared.” I do
my best to be truthful but infinitely reassuring and optimistic. “Mostly they are
saying hateful things on the Internet,” I
answered. “That’s why I teach classes on
being a careful, critical thinker when you
go online. But that’s mostly what they do.”
She seemed relieved.
A Day On, Not a Day Off: As always,
this year I urged children to do something
in memory of King on the holiday. Read a
book about King. Watch a television program or a film. Or do something to make
the world a little better. I know one father
and daughter who go out and pick up trash
every year as they talk about King’s legacy, and I know several families who do
projects to help the homeless. Some of the
most exuberant experiences of my career
are marching down Peachtree in Atlanta’s
parade. We did it again this year, with
children holding a Paideia School sign
and loads of passionate, homemade signs.
(Callaghan Finnegan’s sign, “Be Who You
Are: LGBTQ” got lots of cheers from the
sidelines, with people shouting, “Yes! Yes!
Be who you are!”) We ended up together
at the King Center in front of the fountain
where we read “Let justice roll down like
waters and righteousness like a mighty
stream.” May we all be suffused with a
sense of optimism.
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Calling a Snow Day
The recent spell of fake news about wintry
weather reminded Paul Bianchi, headmaster,
of the challenges of when to call off school.
Below is a reprint of an earlier article.

I have always liked my job, almost all
parts of it. As head of Paideia School, I
don’t mind the long hours, the evening
meetings, the carpool lines, or the clutter of
a typical school day. I have learned to survive in a world where ambiguity abounds
and where I have to fend off those armed
with universal certainties. I am well suited
for this line of work.
Mostly. The one aspect of my job that
I don’t like, and never have, and at which
I never seem to get any better, is making
the decision to call off school when snowflakes come our way. Never is it lonelier,
or colder, at the top than on those mornings
when wintry weather threatens our normal
routine. Hours before sunrise, when most
people are still in bed and should be, I am
up trying to decide what to do with little or
no dependable information.
If our school were in North Dakota
or New Hampshire where snow and ice
storms are weekly events, I would be experienced in calling off school and have
lots of good, quantifiable data to rely on.
In Atlanta, real wintry weather is rare and
often poorly forecast. I try not to overreact
to the overreactions and hold my Northern
skepticism in check. It’s not easy.
Nor is it easy to avoid being swayed by
the decisions of other schools and school
systems, the snowball effect, so to speak.
The larger the school system, the more I
assume that someone there must have in-

side information on how much snow and
ice are coming our way, when it will land,
and how slippery it will be. Of course,
they don’t. Officials at those schools are
tuned to the same television stations I am,
looking apprehensively out their own dark
kitchen windows, listening to the same
uncertain experts. Besides, their problems
with hundreds of miles of bus routes along
winding suburban roads are not entirely
relevant to an intown school with no buses.
Sometimes in the middle of my predawn
indecision I jump in the car and head out
looking for snowflakes or patches of ice.
I hardly ever find any, but all that means
is that the bad weather, or the alleged bad
weather, has not yet arrived. What if it arrives, as tentatively forecast, between 8 and
8:15 a.m., right in the middle of carpool;
parents would begin slip-sliding in front
of the school, careening off the road, dropping off frightened children to classrooms
where there might not be any teachers because they were unable to get to work?
But often, I would say usually, the ice
and snow unseen on my predawn travels
remain unseen. The result is that Atlanta
experiences a Winter Non-event, and I
become the wimp who called off school
because of cloudy skies.
At Paideia I have a reputation for not
calling off school. Some would say that
I enjoy my reputation for not calling off
school. Like many reputations, some of it
is true, some of it is exaggeration. I admit
my bias is to keep the place open. I believe
in school, an appropriate position for a
schoolmaster.

Gender Day: A Day of Discovery and Discussion
Gender Day will be held at Paideia high
school Feb. 27. Regular classes will be
suspended for a daylong in depth discussion on issues related to gender identity,
consent, and healthy relationships. The
program will begin with a keynote address
by multi-disciplinary artist Sam Killermann. Killermann is author, activist, co-
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creator of the online resource Safe Zone
Project and a stand-up comedian. The keynote address will be followed by a series
of workshops on different topics including: Beyond Normal: Exploring Binary
Gender Roles; Boys Leading Boys: Sexual
Violence Among Teens, Manpower vs. Ladylike: The Impact of Gender-Biased Lan-

It is not, however, a popular position,
even in one’s own home. I remember
years ago being booed at breakfast by my
own children, Judas, Brutus, and Benedict
Arnold Bianchi for not calling off school.
“How could you?” they would wail. Do
you know what our friends are going to
say about you?” Winter weather, real and
imagined, alternately makes martyrs or
fools of school officials. It engenders feelings of persecution, and sometimes even
the reality of persecution.
Rarely does it end well. Two years ago
we had one of those unusual happy endings. The snow that amounted to little on
a Wednesday began to accumulate before
suppertime that evening. Every dog training school and university in the area called
off classes. The snow piled up with no
hope of a warming trend. At 8 p.m., I took
my ride. I had some trouble getting up my
street, and the main roads were not much
better. I returned home, knowing the right
thing to do and determined to do it without
delay. I called the special phone numbers
principals and superintendents are given,
provided the secret codes. It was all over in
less than 10 minutes. And the snow never
let up causing me to regret my decision. I
didn’t have to get up before dawn. No one
called to persuade me to call off classes. I
was a hero among the children and faculty,
and unchallenged by parents.
For once, for just one shining, snowy
moment, I had done both the right thing
and popular thing. It will be years before
that happens again.

guage; #MeToo and Men’s Accountability
in the Worlds of Sports, Art, Politics; and
Women in Media -On Camera/Behind the
Scenes. Workshop leaders include college
administrators, national, state and local
social activists, psychologists, counselors,
Paideia parents and alumni.

community
Dog Expert and Animal Planet star Victoria Stillwell visits Paideia
Short term class “Understanding Your Dog” drew a crowd to
the band room January 11 when
Dog trainer extraordinaire Victoria Stillwell gave a talk and
answered questions.
Victoria, who starred in
Animal Planet’s series It’s Me or
the Dog, for many years, now
teaches responsible dog ownership and promotes dog training techniques
based on positive reinforcement. High
schoolers in the audience and also Paideia
staff listened avidly as Victoria addressed
their concerns.
Ninth grader Alix Draper asked Victoria the first question of the day. “I had a
dog that passed away and if I get another
dog, I want to do better and be a better pet
owner,” she said. “How can I do that?”
“I have a small dog and I can’t tell what
she wants. I don’t understand her,” said
Cole McCord, junior.
Music teacher John Abert knows Victoria, thanks to his own interest in training
dogs. John trains Irish Setters, and his dogs
were a part of a show about dock-diving,
an event open to dogs of all breeds and
ages in which they dive from a 30-footlong dock into a pool of water to retrieve a
favorite toy. Awards are based on the distance the dog achieves, divided into length

categories determined by the
dog’s previous efforts.
Victoria’s enthusiasm for
training dogs and love for them
was obvious to her audience. She
is now working on a show for
the Smithsonian Channel about
dogs with extraordinary jobs all
over the world.
She also talked extensively
about the negative ways people train dogs
with shock collars and choke collars. She
urged the audience to use positive reinforcement, giving treats and praise when
instilling boundaries.
“What we do is teach your dog life
skills,” said Victoria. When dogs are not
properly trained, they can develop behaviors that are negative and may cause their
owners to give up on them and take them
to a shelter. Statistics for the numbers of
animals in shelters are depressing.
One of the points Victoria made is that
dogs do have a capacity for a kind of
love. Rewards cause part of their brains
to respond positively. She also showed a
fascinating look at the TV program, Dogs
Might Fly, which was shown on Animal
Planet.
Victoria’s book The Secret Language of
Dogs is a good reference for would-be dog
owners/trainers. She said the most impor-

John’s dog plays the piano

tant thing to do in raising a dog is to have
fun with it and play while teaching it life
skills. In a family setting, it is important to
have a system to get the whole family to
work consistently together to train the dog.

Dream Schools Come to Life in Science class
The art theater lobby was the site for
displays of science teacher Jaime Grant’s
class projects which tackled the assignment
of creating dream schools, from site selection, name, sustainability and the like.
As part of the sustainable unit, one
group, which included Maddux Critz,
Megan Walter and Lilli Zegel, named
their school the San Juan Islands School
after its location in the Pacific Northwest.
Water provided a theme for the school,
which used a water wheel for hydro power
and a slanted roof for run off and growing

food. Their plans included having an Orca
(whale) as a mascot, a moat for rehabilitating wildlife and a basement acquarium.
La Jolla Green Academy was the brainchild of Sam Kerwin, Lila Jane Long
and Jared Hammerstrom. Their school’s
cafeteria offered many selections, including
vegan, and like Paideia, offers financial aid.
At LJGA, they will grow plants on the roof.
Located ½ mile from the beach, the school
also has a strong track and field program.
Bowyer Island Boarding School, also
set in the Pacific Northwest, offered an

environment where students would live
three to a dorm room which looked a lot
like a Hogwarts dorm room. Students
would be in grades ninth to twelth and no
parents would be allowed. The dreamers
who came up with this plan were Kolby
Seefried, Alex Graham, Allie Schroeder
and Cassandra Edmond.
Plantview Academy, dreamed up by
Kendall Kirkland, Anna Burgess and
Jana Stemple also made use of green
ideas for the campus, including growing
plants with aquaponics techniques.
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Paideia Students
Selected for All-State
Orchestra

Mock Trial Team Advances to the State District
Competition

Three Paideia high school students have
been selected to play in the Georgia AllState Orchestra. Jordan Leslie ’20 was
named principal cellist for the 11th and
12th grade full orchestra. Evan Nicholson
’21 was named assistant principal cellist
for the 10th and 11th grade full orchestra.
David Chung ’22 was selected for the first
violin section for the 9th and 10th grade
full orchestra.

Paideia Basketball
Players Selected for
5-A All-Region Teams

The high school Mock Trial Team has advanced to the state’s district competition after
the recent regional competition at the DeKalb County Courthouse. Senior Julian Shrader
won Best Witness Awards in both rounds. Sophomore Sadie Race and senior Jack Stiefel
each won a Best Lawyer Award.

Swim Team Members Advance to State Meet

Four Paideia basketball players received
recognition for their season play. Senior
Kai Carter was named to the 5-A First
All-Region team. Kai punctuated her Paideia basketball career on Senior Night by
scoring her 2,000th point in the varsity
girls’ basketball game against Atlanta
Classic Academy Jan. 30.
Three other players were honored. Junior Christina Walker was named to the
5-A Second All-Region team and senior
Hunter Furman and boys’ basketball
player Jaylen Troutman, a senior, received honorable mention.
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The Paideia varsity swim team
finished its regular season by
competing in the 49th Annual Metro
Atlanta Swimming and Diving
Championship meet, which was
held at the Westminster Schools.
Forty-two teams from the greater
Atlanta area competed at the
meet, and Paideia took a group of
16 swimmers. Seniors Kendall
Seefried and Kiran Kowalski
and sophomores Maggie Harper, Sarah Schapiro, and Jordan Walter qualified for and
represented Paideia at the Georgia High School State meet Feb. 8-9 at Georgia Tech.

High School Academic Bowl Team Qualifies for
National Tournament
The Paideia high school Academic Bowl team will compete in the NAQT Small School
National Championship Tournament in Chicago in May. The team qualified for the tournament based on their showing at the North Atlanta High School Quiz Bowl Classic in January.  The team members are Rohan Leveille ’22, Miles Kirsh ’22, Reese Harward ’22,
Amit Kamma ’22 and Grant Alpern ’22. Contributing members were Javier Pardo ’21,
Sean Zheng ’22, and Sophie Lyman ’22.

Alumni news

Compiled by Anna Beck ’01, Alumni and Special Events Coordinator

Katelyn Wiltsee Grakal, Class of 1998
Tell us a little bit about your Paideia history (when you started, when
you graduated etc.)?

I am a Paideia lifer! I started in afternoon half-day in 1984 and graduated in
1998.

Are there specific teachers or classes that stick out in your mind?

Choosing a favorite Paideia teacher is a
little like choosing a favorite parent. But if
I must, I would have to go with Tal Birdsey, my seventh and eighth grade teacher.
Tal helped me come out of my shell, exposed the writer in me and gave me confidence to explore delicate emotions through
writing. He also didn’t accept excuses
from anyone! Hello, accountability!

What do you do for work now, and
how did your Paideia experience
influence your choice to go into
that field?

I work for Turner (Broadcasting) in
corporate social responsibility, managing
Turner’s philanthropic giving, community
programs and employee volunteerism.
Paideia instilled in me a compassion and a
drive to help others thrive. At Turner, we
support various teen leadership programs
and engage with high school students from
around the country. We provide access for
underserved students to career opportunities through mentorships, internships and
on-site programs at Turner. My goal in life
is to use the tools and opportunities I’ve
been given to empower others to succeed.
Are you involved with Paideia
now? If so, how?

I have been a member of the Alumni
Advisory Committee (AAC) for the better part of 10 years. It is important for me
to stay engaged with the community that
had such a great influence on my life. I am

currently the chair of the Alumni Annual
fund. I attend the Atlanta alumni events
such as Slither, Reunion Weekend, Alumni
Tailgate and Pypline events.
Being involved with Paideia all
these years later, does it seem different? The same? How and how
not?

I recently toured Paideia with the admissions office and, even though the programs
have matured and the footprint has grown,
the philosophy and energy is very much
still there. Each student is still valued for
their uniqueness and individual learning
style. Stepping into any classroom with
its eclectic decor and enthusiastic students
will bring any alum back to a time of
backpacks and bare feet (although I don’t
think I saw any bare feet – but it is winter,
after all!).

Entrepreneur Short Term Class
Six teams of students conceived of products, determined production costs, determined potential markets and competitors
during the short term class on entrepreneurism taught by Paideia parent Todd Zeldin.
At the end of the class the students presented their proposed products to a panel
of entrepreneur experts in Shark Tank like
format before an audience in the black box
theater.
Todd said an important part of the class
is doing research so that students can learn
who their potential customers are. Early
on he evaluated the students for creativity
and skills. One exercise he used required
students to write a 10-step set of directions
for tying a shoelace for a blind person.
Once he was done evaluating the class,
he put creative and analytical students in
combinations on a team. Students listed
their first, second and third choices, and
he persuaded them to join one team or
another because he said in business you

don’t get to choose. Then the class pared
down 30-35 ideas to six.
The products presented were: Real
Clear Mirror Defogger, used at home in
the bathroom; Bunk.Net, a data base of
long-term rentals in private homes aimed
at the movie production industry for longterm rentals for production crews; We
Park, an app used to connect customers
with valet parkers at large sporting and

other large attendance events; Fire Fynd,
an app using an embedded chip in a washable sticker to find lost items: Earth’s
Last Straw, a reusable silicone straw that
tracks a user’s daily water consumption;
and Seakers, a reverse auction marketplace for dead stock and high-end resale
sneaker company.
The winning product was Bunk.Net.
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30307
THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving families
with children ages three through 18. Paideia does not dis-

criminate in employment or in admissions. It actively seeks
racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student body.
The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept of a
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year.
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our
web site at www.paideiaschool.org

“Les Miserables”
The high school musical, “Les Miserables,”
the story of the persecution and redemption
of Jean Valjean based on the French novel by
Victor Hugo, was performed before a packed
house each night. The student performances
left audiences wishing there was “one more
day” to see the talented and powerful ensemble take to the stage.
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