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Paideia Students Named 
National Scholastic Arts 
Award Winners

Bronwyn Katz, a senior, won the highest national 
honor, a gold medal for her portfolio in the 2017 Scholas-
tic Art and Writing Awards. The award includes a $10,000 
scholarship. Bronwyn also won a gold medal for her print 
work. Sophomore Lilly Bencich was a gold medal winner 
in photography. Sophie Sadd, a sophomore, won a na-
tional silver medal for her print work. The awards will be 
given at the national ceremony in New York City in June.

Junior High Students 
Pen Winning Haiku
By Tom Painting,  
Junior High Homebase Teacher

Paideia  junior high students Camp-
bell Serrano, Olivia Shannon  and 
Daisy Solomon each had a haiku among 
the six winning poems in the Nicholas 
A. Virgilio Memorial Haiku and Senryu 
Competition.  The judges received 6,000 
entries from students across the country. 

The Nicholas A. Virgilio Memo-
rial Haiku and Senryu Competition for 
Grades 7-12 was founded in 1990 by 
the Sacred Heart Church in Camden, 
N.J. It is sponsored and administered 
by the Nick Virgilio Haiku Association 
in memory of Nicholas A. Virgilio, a 
charter member of the Haiku Society of 
America, who died in 1989. 

Student poets receive a cash prize of 
$50. Their haiku will be published in the 
journal Frogpond, the official publica-
tion of the Haiku Society of America. Its 
primary function is to publish the best in 
contemporary English-language haiku 
and senryu.

amber alert
one desk
empty

—Campbell Serrano

tea leaves
she stirs them
for something better

—Olivia Shannon

millions of stars
my father
points out a planet

—Daisy Solomon

Nothing But “Blue Sky”  
at Paideia Annual Auction

“Blue Sky” was all everyone could see at the annual 
auction March 11. The event was a success raising over 
$300,000 to benefit financial aid at Paideia. The auction 
is the largest parent-run event of the year and scores of 
volunteers work to create a evening of fun for the entire 
community. Co-chairs Kellie Bruce and Kimberly Shu-
man say they were amazed at the huge team of talented 
and dedicated volunteers that worked together to bring 
this successful event to life. “We are honored to be a part 
of Blue Sky.” A new feature at the auction this year, Dol-
lars for Extras, raised over $60,000 to help students on 
financial aid with the cost of extras such as books, music 
instruments and school trips. 
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Students See Georgia Legislature at Work
Elementary students Burrell and Victoria Ellis participated in the legislative page program 

during the most recent session of the Georgia Assembly. Victoria recalled that it was exciting to 
watch the proceedings as she and other pages waited to be called upon. 

 Burrell said his favorite part of the experience was “getting to understand more about what 
legislators did and how they passed bills…it was a fun way of learning because you are there 
seeing it happen.”

Paideia Students Winners 
in Statewide Contest 

Four Paideia students are winners in the 
2017 River of Words Environmental Poetry 
and Art Project contest. The students submitted 
original poetry and art related to the theme 
of “watersheds.” The statewide contest was 
sponsored by the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources Environmental Protection division. 
Winners were selected from four age groups. 
Paideia sustainability coordinator Korri Ellis 
worked with students in Tom Painting’s junior 
high class and Tally Johnson’s high school class 
to help students explore and understand the theme. 

The winners from Paideia are:
Maranda Bullard, seventh grade, Ice Capade 
(art)
Dana Shapiro, twelfth grade, Posiedon 
(poetry)
Alex Walker, eleventh grade, Essence (poetry)
Nanseera Wolff tenth grade, The Naiad’s 
Revival (poetry)

Student 
Achievements

Thirteen photography students 
were finalists in the Photographers 
Forum, in their annual Best of High 
School and College Photography 
Contest. Their work will be published 
in the Best of 2017 hard cover book 
to be released this summer.

The students whose work will be 
featured are Lucy Brewer ’17, 
Isabelle Poore ’17, Max Schwal-
bach ’17, Vlada Watkins ’17, 
Libby Kirk ’17, Jake Gallant ’17, 
Isaac Sencer ’17, Ryan Murray 
’17, Jordan Fischbach ’18, Evy 
DiSalvo ’18, Matt Schnell ’18, 
Jack Friedman ’18, and Jade Les-
lie ’18.

In addition, Lucy Brewer’s work 
was selected and published in The 
Photographers Forum: Best of Photog-
raphy book that includes adult and 
professional photographers.

In the Atlanta Celebrates Photog-
raphy Exhibition: My Atlanta, Jake 
Gallant ’17, received an award for 
“Best Use of Color”

The Naiad’s Revival
No rest can be found
For you who
Smothers all
The light you were once proud to hold
I say release it
Go to the shore and
Let the water seep in
Through the cracks
Through the broken earth that molded you.
Let it come rushing down from the
Crests and the lush mountain ranges
That seem so far from sight.
Let it replenish every river 
Every sea and ocean
Of your body
So that you can wake tomorrow
Knowing
You are full.

— Nanseera Wolff

Poseidon
It begins as delicate cerulean
serene and relaxing
surface shimmers with force of life
the gentle waves caress the skin
a mothers loving embrace
an ominous silence fills the air
the waves freeze
as if time was frozen still
baby blue sky darkens
stench of lightning engulfs the air
no longer tranquil
now murky and violent
waves violently chop the air
it’s alive
frothy mouth of a rabid animal
predators’ roar fills the air
savage and uncontrollable
In his radiant golden chariot
he glides across the water
terrifying trident held aloft
primordial power
God of the Sea
Earth Shaker         

—Dana Shapiro

Victoria and Burrell with Rep. Meg Henson, their sponsor, and Speaker of the House David Ralston.
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continued on page 8

Building on Paideia’s Commitment to Sustainability
By Korri Ellis, Sustainability Coordinator I have the privilege of working with 

a phenomenally creative and com-
mitted staff. Teachers invite me into 
their classes to assist with sustain-
ability education around a variety 
of topics and across grade levels. A 
smaller portion of my job involves 
working on projects and planning for 
sustainability in our practices and procedures.

In my guest teaching adventures, I have 
worked with second and third graders help-
ing them to understand the science behind 
climate change and how they can reduce 
their own carbon footprints. I have taken 
high school students enrolled in the environ-
mental literature class on local nature hikes, 
engaging them in developing their sense of 
place and sharpening their observational 
skills. I have worked with first and second 
graders learning about the waste cycle, ex-
amining their own waste footprints, and how 
to reduce the waste they generate. They iden-
tified a problem with trash being left behind 
by our high school students and we devel-
oped a video action project to address it, and 
then presented our video to the high school 

Poet Jericho Brown Brings Laughter to 
Pepperdene Talk

Emory professor and award winning poet Jericho Brown had his high school audience in 
stitches at his introduction by senior Emma Tucker. As Emma gave personal background 
information about him, Brown, seated in the front row, burst out laughing and kept laughing 
as the audience joined in. As he took to the stage, he hugged Emma and remarked on how she 
had unearthed information about him that gave away his birth name and approximate age. “She 
investigated me,” he deadpanned.

Brown, who is an associate professor at Emory in the creative writing program, is known for 
his body of work, which has focused on race and sexuality and his past. “Because I’m at a high 
school, it makes me want to read poems about my youth,” he said, then asked, “Can I cuss?”

He recited poems from his book, Please. He also offered some “persona” poems in the voice 
of another being, like an animal, a famous person or an inanimate object, and also work invok-
ing the poems of Langston Hughes, the first poet whose work he came to know and love. He 
also presented poems about rock singer Janis Joplin and the topic of police brutality.

His question and answer session opened the door to more laughs from the audience as he 
likened writing good poetry to learning how to drive or cook.

“Who in here drives?” he asked and a lot of audience members raised their hands. “What 
happened the first time you drove?” he asked. He then said that whoever was in the car with 
the student driver probably was so scared they thought they were going to die. “After that, who 
stopped trying to drive?”

When I share the name of my job title: 
Sustainability Coordinator at the Paid-
eia School, I often get a puzzled look that 
prompts me to launch into varied explana-
tions about what it is that I actually do here. 
The variation in my explanation is based on 
what I have been up to that week or what is 
coming up next on my calendar. My work 
here is best explained by providing a recap 
of my recent endeavors. I am in my first year 
of employment at Paideia and the position 
is new as well. This position is not unique 
to our school; it exists at many colleges and 
universities, at other independent schools, 
and public schools. 

My Paideia colleagues tell me that the 
road towards creating my position has 
been being paved for a long time. Since the 
school’s inception in 1971, sustainability has 
been woven into the fabric of the school in a 
variety of ways. A “Commitment to an Envi-
ronmental View” is listed as one of our pri-
orities in our school’s Framework of Values. 
We have a robust urban agriculture program, 
two LEED certified buildings, an annual 
zero waste Thanksgiving feast that feeds all 
of our 1,000 students plus staff, and a mul-
titude of many other sustainability related 
traditions and teachings that I am continually 
discovering. 

At the 2017 Green Schools Conference 
held here in Atlanta this March, I had the op-
portunity to meet with and hear from other 
people from across the nation who share the 
same job title as me and are familiar with 
this type of work. I also learned that this job 
title manifests itself in a variety of ways, 
and definitions and duties can differ greatly 
between different institutions. Some people 
have adopted the role of sustainability coor-
dinator in practice only, as opposed to being 
an official title. For others the role was as-
signed to them in addition to an existing po-
sition held at their school, and some people 
work across entire school districts. I have 
learned that there is a wide brush stroke with 
which this job title can be interpreted. 

So what does this position mean for Paid-
eia? The majority of my job is instructional. 

students at an assembly. This week 
I am working with the eighth grade 
physical science classes where they 
have been studying pH. We are 
applying their knowledge of acids 
and bases by exploring the issue of 
ocean acidification. We are work-
ing to understand current research 

on the topic as well as conducting both vir-
tual and hands-on lab activities.

On my “to do” list is improving on sus-
tainable sourcing for our events, getting 
students involved with more citizen science 
projects on our campus, establishing more 
outdoor learning spaces, and embracing op-
portunities as they develop. 

I am fortunate that this is the only job title 
that I hold at the Paideia School, and that I 
have been given this opportunity to continue 
the development of our school’s commit-
ment to sustainability education. In addition 
to rehashing my most recent work days 
when people ask me to clarify what I actu-
ally do as a sustainability coordinator, I also 
happily add that this is my dream job and I 
believe that it was created for me.
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Field Day
After suffering the pains of postpone-

ment, the entire school reveled in Field 
Day activities culminating in one of 
Paideia’s most anticipated traditions, the 
cross age relay. Team 30 won the final 
heat, but the race was enjoyed by all. 

Elementary Science Makes Way for Ducklings

The study of Animal Farm in David and 
Becca’s class led to an involved science 
project that successfully hatched Indian Run-
ner ducks, then followed their imprinting 
process. Urban agriculture coordinator Tania 
Herbert and elementary science coordinator 
Kirsty Lubicz-Nawrocka led students to 
explore many different aspects of the process, 
all leading up to presentations for Earth Day.

David and Becca’s class was reading Ani-
mal Farm and students were struck by the 
opening scene where a lost line of ducklings 
is looking for their mother. David said, “The 
kids, particularly Ari Ahdieh, were intrigued 
by duck imprinting, so the class got in touch 
with Kirstie and Tania. The rest is ducky!”

 After the ducklings hatched, Johanna 
Edlund, Riley Isakson and Cassie Edmond 

talked about the experience. 
Riley explained that the students procured 

eight eggs, knowing that only about 80 per-
cent turn out to be fertile. They got three eggs 
that were viable and put them in an incubator 
for 28 days at 100 degrees.

“The incubator acted as sort of a box moth-
er,” explained Johanna. The students tried to 
make the environment as close as possible to 
the environment provided by a mother duck 
as she stays put on her egg and provides hu-
midity making it easier for the shell to soften 
and break, said Cassie.

In their science experimentation, the 
students were looking for evidence that the 
hatched ducklings imprinted on something 
that moved or made noise within the first 15 
hours.

On March 23, the class met to find out 
the steps they would need to take in order to 
complete the project and present it at a sci-
ence fair on Earth Day.

Some of the tasks the kids took on in-
cluded a presentation for the Animal Welfare 
Approved certification, building a brooding 
box, house and pond for the ducks and pro-
viding transportation to the farm. They also 
researched Indian Runner ducks.

Members of David and Becca’s class are 
working with members from other elemen-
tary classes in order to maximize the project’s 
experience. That work includes making way 
for three ducklings in their daily waddle 
across campus to wade and eat greens grown 
especially for them in the garden behind Py-
thon Hall.
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Girls’ Ultimate Team Wins  
State and Paideia Cup XII

The girls’ ultimate team 
won the 2017 Paideia Cup 
tournament.  The boys’ 
team won the Spirit of the 
Game award.  Twelve of 
the top girls and boys ulti-
mate teams in the country 
competed in the 12th Paideia 
Cup held at Python Park 
April 22-23.

The Paideia girls’ ulti-
mate team defeated Brook-
wood 13-4 to become state champions! The final game was live-streamed and can be seen 
on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3s5Ww3Darss&feature=youtu.be

The Paideia boys’ ultimate team was state runner-up.

High School Music Trip Culminates in 
Bravissimo Performance 

Students in the high school music 
programs traveled to Washington, 
D.C. in March where they per-
formed at the Church of the Epipha-
ny.  The chorus, orchestra and band 
performed, led by Kate Murray, 
Scott Morris, Beverly Blouin, Pete 
Ciaschini,  Elisabeth Copeland, 
John Abert and Amy Ensel.

Pi Day Nets Funds for 
Senior Class Gift

Organizers at 2017’s Pi Day on March 4 
said the event raised $380 for the senior class 
gift. Students set up a table in the theater 
lobby where members of the senior planning 
group sold slices of pie that were donated by 
senior class members and the Paideia com-
munity.

Outside the theater there was a group of 
students and teachers who volunteered to be 
“pied” in the face, so a lot of whipped cream 
pies hit their marks.

High School Outdoor Club Enjoys Spring Backpacking Trip
by Mark Alexander, High School Outdoor Club faculty advisor

The high school Outdoor Club, chaperoned by Elizabeth and Mark Alexander, 
explored waterfalls and took in panoramic canyon views while backpacking in the 
Savage Gulf state park in Tennessee on April 14-16. We followed a loop trail which 
first took us to the Stone Door overlook, where sandstone bluffs literally protrude out 
over the edge of the 400 ft. gorge. We had lunch while admiring the fantastic views. 
After hiking 4 miles along the canyon rim, we reached our campsite and set up our 
hammocks and tents. We then took a side hike to the head of the canyon, where a 
50 ft. waterfall plunges over a cliff into a large deep pool. We happened to witness 
a man jump the entire 50 feet into the water! (Fortunately, he emerged unscathed.) 
That evening we dined on red beans and rice and roasted s’mores over a campfire 
set up by senior Ashlie Jeremie. By the end, we had explored 10 miles of this lovely 
park on the Cumberland Plateau. Throughout the weekend, we enjoyed ideal temper-
atures and a refreshing breeze. It was a wonderful way to celebrate spring. Participat-
ing on the trip were: senior Ashlie Jeremie, freshmen Lylah Bannister, Jane Brock, 
Ruby Forde, Sadie Holcomb, Helen Latting, and Tristan Ouweleen.

From left: Mark Alexander, Helen Latting, Jane Brock, Tristan 
Ouweleen, Sadie Holcomb, Lylah Bannister, Ruby Forde, Ashlie 
Jeremie.
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High School Awards Assembly 2017
High school students were recognized for academic and fine arts 

achievements, community service, school leadership and citizenship at 
the high school awards assembly on April 28.  A new honor was added 
this year called the Positive Athlete Georgia award. It recognizes 
students not only for their athletic involvement, but also leadership on 
campus and the community and their attributes as team players. The 
following students received awards in a wide range of areas:
Governor’s Honors – Jaliwa Albright, Social Studies; Kira Harris, 
Science
internship commendation – Sophie Green, Nathan Karnik, 
Nicole Pozzo, Carson Race, Emma Schwartz, Eliza Schuh, Dov 
Wallack, and Jane Zen
Award for community – Alexa Levy and Pearl Sullivan

Art Award – Bronwyn Katz
University of Georgia Certificate of Merit – Sarah Chen, 
Sophie Green, Kira Harris, Emma Jones, Griffin McCauley, and 
Nailah Smith
Photography Award – Lucy Brewer, Libby Kirk, Isabelle 
Poore, and Max Schwalbach
National Merit Scholarship Finalists – Logan Casey, Stuart 
Duffield, Daniel Fridkin, Lynn Jacobs, Mira Kaufman, Lucas 
Mavromatis, Ryan Radulovacki, Bess Renjilian, Owen Ribes, 
Lincoln Sorscher, and Emma Tucker
Junior Book Awards – selected by the high school faculty for high 
academic achievement, involvement, effort and character: Brown—
Nailah Smith; University of Chicago—Matt Schnell; Columbia—
Kira Harris; Dartmouth—Emma Jones; Georgia Tech—Griffin 
McCauley; Harvard—Julia Simmons; Phi Beta Kappa—Owen 
Rohm; Sewanee—William Johnson; Smith—Bryden Sandifer; 
Vanderbilt—Sophie Green; Wellesley—Alex Greiner; Wesleyan—
Ella Amsbary; and Yale—William Currey
Environmental citizenship Award – Virginia Davis

Internship Commendations

Headmaster’s Award / Juniors

Junior Book Awards

Doily Jacket

Journalism

Environmental Citizenship

Photography

Positive Athlete Georgia
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Drama Award  – Naima Dobbs
Marty Hays Athletics Award – Autumn Alexander and Pavan 
Devraj
Headmaster’s Awards/Juniors – Lauryn Adams, Jaliwa 
Albright, Jalen Essick, Isabel Pitman, Jada Tanner, and Nicolas 
Villamil
Headmaster’s Awards/Seniors – Logan Casey, Elliot 
Dennis, Daniel Fridkin, Alexis Myers, Anna Newman, 
Christopher Shue, Tate Stone-Frisina, Pearl Sullivan, Kaya 
Wurtzel, Florencia Zamora, Jacob Zeldin
Leadership and Service Awards – Julia Cornick, Nathan 
Karnik, Nell Mermin-Bunnell, Marisa Schwartz, and Lincoln 
Sorscher
Susan Ehrhardt citizenship Award – Naima Dobbs
Journal cup – Emma Tucker

Positive Athlete Georgia – Daniel Fridkin and Hope Jarrard
Exchange of the Book Bag – Emma Waldon
Musical Theatre Award – Chloe Solomon
Golden tin can Award – Elliot Dennis
Musician’s Award – Sara Cox and Alexa Levy
yearbook Award – Hope Jarrard
Doily Jacket – Agasha Irving
Journalism Award – Kyra Bronfman, Julia Cornick, and Danielle 
Murdoch, print 
Logan Casey and Jack Colton, online

Governor’s Honors

Golden Tin Can

Marty Hays Athletics

University of Georgia Certificate of MeritLeadership and Service Art

Journal Cup

Headmaster’s Award / Seniors 

Community Service

Yearbook

Musicians

National Merit/Achievement Scholarship Finalists

Musical Theater
Ehrhardt Award & 
Drama Award 
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving 
families with children ages three through 18. Paideia does 
not discriminate in employment or in admissions. It actively 
seeks racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student 
body. The ancient Greek word conveys the concept of a 
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.
The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 
month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 
address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-
tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 
web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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•	 Elyse	Bryson	’93 recently shaved her 
head to raise money for St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation, which supports funding for 
research in childhood cancer. The story, as 
well as a photo of Elyse was featured in the 
Atlanta Journal Constitution last month. 

•	 Blakely	Smith	’96	writes: I live in New 
York (Brooklyn) with my wife Zina 
Eskina-Smith, who is a project manager 
at an architecture firm. We were married 
in 2013 and had our first child Isabella 
James Eskina-Smith in May 2016. I have 
worked in investment research and finan-
cial management since I graduated from 
Wesleyan University in 2000, however we 
spend a lot more time in Atlanta than in the 
past as both of my parents and both of my 
sisters now live there.

•	 Josh	Moise	’97	writes: “Hi, everybody, 
on March 28 I opened my first movie, 
Medal of Victory, at Nitehawk Cinema in 
Brooklyn. It’s an action-comedy in the vein 
of the ’80s movies you probably adore, but 
tuned to a big classical score set against 
a local election worthy of our times. The 

class of ’97 came out strong to the pre-
mier event with Seth	Newcom, Brian 
LaRossa, Mosi Secret, Amy Ferguson, 
and Lauren Roberts in the audience.

•	 Jackie	Reitzes	‘99’s	article “Stadium 
Split” about the recent decision to move 
the Atlanta Braves to Cobb County is fea-
tured in The Modern Spectator. 

•	 Alice	Piontek	’05	writes:  I’ve been liv-
ing in Portugal for eight years where my 
husband, Filipe, and I run an organic farm. 
We mainly raise a local breed of cattle 
for meat but we also have geese, ducks, 
chickens, horses and lots of fruits and 
vegetables. We love visitors so if you find 
yourself in Portugal look us up! In Febru-
ary of this year we welcomed our first son, 
Manuel. 

•	 Dustin	Chambers	’05	won an award of 
excellence from the Atlanta Press Club for 
his photos in a piece in Atlanta magazine. 
His work centered around the perspective 
of 17 metro Atlantans, as to what Donald 
Trump’s presidency means to them. 

Compiled by Anna Beck ’01, Director of Alumni Relations

 

Alumni nEwS
“You’ve got to submit yourself to the 

work. It takes practice and that takes time—
and you should study and read others’ work,” 
he advised. Following the assembly, he met 
with a smaller group of students in the black 
box for a further discussion on writing.

His visit to Paideia was part of the writers 
lecture series sponsored by the Pepperdene 
Fund, a trust established by the late Jane 
Pepperdene, a professor of English at Agnes 
Scott College and then an English teacher at 
Paideia for 20 years. Jane believed it was im-
portant for students to be exposed to living 
writers and she was instrumental in bringing 
several well known authors to Paideia when 
she taught here including James Dickey, 
Richard Wilbur and Eudora Welty. Writer 
Edwidge Danticat spoke to the high school 
as part of the series in October. 

Jericho Brown continued from page 3

SAVE THE DATE!
Grandparents and Special Friends’ 

Day 2017 is scheduled for Friday, Oct. 
6. Please notify your child(s)’ grand-
parents or special friends of the date. 


