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A Day at the Museum, Paideia Style

Paideia Teams Win State Titles

A new tradition may have been started 
May 11 in Brian Eames and Dan Dur-
rell’s class, when “famous artists” from 
all media attended a grand opening in 
the sixth grade classroom. “The students 
started choosing artists and talking/read-
ing about art in general just before spring 
break,” Brian said. Before the opening, 
students hung an art exhibit including 
the styles of Pablo Picasso, John Singer 
Sargent, and Georgia O’Keefe, which 
mingled with photography like that of 
Ansel Adams and sculpture in the style of 

Alexander Calder.
The 28 students had an assignment to 

pick out an artist to research, to create a 
work of art like that artist and write a re-
port. Then, using their iPads and, they re-
corded narrations of their reports. On the 
day of the opening, the students dressed 
as their chosen artists and stood by their 
creations as “museum goers”—including 
parents, students from all the 5/6 and 6th 
grade classes plus Cecelia and Diana’s 
class—filed through the “museum.” The 
event was enhanced by the use of IPads 

Varsity Boys’ Soccer
The boys’ varsity soccer team defeated Fellowship Christian 

School in a PK shootout. The game ended 2 all and emerged 
scoreless after two five-minute over times. Paideia made 
four penalty shots to win the game. This was Paideia’s third 
championship in four years. The team won back-to-back state 
championships in 2013 and 2014. The team is coached by Eric 
Thomas ’84 and Tony Carter ’00

Girls’ Varsity Ultimate
The varsity girls’ ultimate team defeated Grady High School 

13-2 to win its third state championship. The team defeated 
Brookwood High School 11-4 in the semifinals.  The team was 
the runner up at the ultimate Southern High School Regional 
Championships May 14-15. The girls’ junior varsity team won 

and a link to You Tube videos highlight-
ing the works of the artists. Museum 
visitors used their iPads to read QR codes 
linked to the videos.

Asha Ahn chose photographer Ansel 
Adams as her subject. She made black 
and white photographs in her back yard, 
transformed them into a Shutterfly book 
on display and topped off her look with 
a cowboy hat, just like her artist. “I think 
photography is very much an art form,” 
said Asha.

the Spirit Award. The team is coached by Miranda Knowles ’00.

Boys’ Varsity Tennis Team Wins State Championship
 The boys’ varsity tennis team has captured its first state 

championship by defeating Athens Academy 3-1. The team is 
coached by John Stubbs and Artan Agolli.



CoMMUniTy

Affinities Week offers Upper 
Elementary new Challenges

Sewing pajama pants requires a skill set that has 
been challenging Paideia upper elementary students 
for several years, as they participate in Affinities Week 
each spring. This year, classes for fifth and sixth grade 
students ranged from rocket science with elementary 
teacher Lina Wessels to Animation Studio with tech-
nology specialists Amy Valk and Brandon Darrow to 
Making Music with Machines with music teacher Jes-
sica Sherwood.

 Some of this year’s creations offered extra obstacles, 
thanks to a repeating pattern of money bills. Giri Mase 
of Patrick Doughtery and Annie Perry’s class had 
only had prior experience with sewing at his grandpar-
ents’ house. He was working alongside Kellet Owen 
of Patrick and Annie’s class, as they carefully pinned 
the McCall’s pattern to the fabric and measured for length. With help from Caroline 
Quillian Stubbs, admissions’ director, and Jodi Buckley, a Paideia parent, teaching the 
week-long class, the students worked hard to get it right the first time.

Outside in the amphitheater, students learned to use knives, hammers and saws to cut 
and shave bamboo sticks. Bennett Davis described the challenge of preparing the sticks 
for use in building a 9-foot. wall next to the stage as “pretty much fun” and said he had 
only done this kind of work before at camp.

Calliope Cutchins said, “It will be neat to see something that we build that will last…
it’s not that hard and the wall will be there for a long time.”

Jonny Poulton, their teacher, was overseeing the project closely, offering safety tips 
and making sure students were shaving the sticks with the proper motion.

Cooking is always a hit during Affinities Week and this year was no exception. Kristi 
Budd, assistant director of admissions, led students in making guacamole and salsa and 
then creating a seven layer dip. Athena Assikis of David Millians and Becca McCau-
ley’s class said she didn’t look at the recipe, but felt comfortable making up her own 
version. The class also made homemade tortillas. Taylor Powell had her own opinions 
of the cooking process. “I know how I like things. I like to make breakfasts and bake 
things, so this class is fun for me,” she said.

The group was also careful to take the scraps and put them in the compost receptacle.
Making music with machines in Jessica Sherwood’s band room featured the use of 

a synthesizer. Students were encouraged to come up with music to play with various 
styles of beats and backgrounds, and to act as their own disc jockeys. One student—Sul-
tan Ziyad—performed an “American Fiddle Medley” in a “Euro Tech” style and got the 
show going by bopping up and down to the music.

Finn Hartley performed a piece entitled, “Life on Mars”, on the xylophone, then 
picked a drum beat for his musical creation and Garrett Brand acted as his DJ, also 
adding drum beats.

Students who chose the rocket science option got a good overview of the kinds of 
rockets they could build with simple items including sling shots, balloons, Alka Seltzer, 
balls and air pressure sources. Elementary teacher Lina Wessels oversaw the enthusias-
tic group as they discovered different ways to make objects go up in the air.

nicholas Virgilio 
Memorial Haiku 
Competition
By Tom Painting, Junior High Homebase 
Teacher 

The Nicholas A. Virgilio Memorial 
Haiku competition for grades 7-12 was 
founded in 1990 by the Sacred Heart 
Church in Camden, N.J. It is sponsored 
and administered by the Nick Virgilio 
Haiku Association in memory of Nicho-
las A. Virgilio, a charter member of the 
Haiku Society of America, who died in 
1989. 

From over 3,000 poems entered by stu-
dents from the United States and abroad 
in grades 7-12, in this year’s competition, 
four of the six poems selected as winners 
are from Paideia students.

The winning haiku will appear in the 
summer issue of Frogpond, published by 
the Haiku Society of America. 

The winning Paideia students were 
Ellie Woodcock, seventh grade, Hunter 
Collins, eighth grade and Emma Jones, 
tenth grade, who had two winning poems.

Here are the winning poems:

late winter morning
a broken bench
alone in the woods   by Ellie Woodcock

a hay bale
in the distance
the silent horse      by Hunter Collins

tinfoil boats
down the driveway
a child’s rainy day      by Emma Jones

bare feet
dewy moss
between flagstone     by Emma Jones

In addition poems by the following 
Paideia were among the 100 finalists se-
lected: Lila Chiles, eighth grade, Sadie 
Holcomb, eighth grade, Dylan Levy, 
eighth grade and Philip Painting, eighth 
grade.
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Student 
Achievements

The junior high band, which 
includes several sixth graders, 
earned the highest rating, “Su-
perior,” at the annual “Trills and 
Thrills” performance evaluation 
in May.

Senior Jordan Hollins and 
sophomore Jack Friedman were 
named to the first All-Region 5A 
baseball team.

Junior Max Heaberlin won a 
silver medal in the 3200-meter 
run and a bronze medal in the 
1600-meter run May 13 at the at 
state track meet in Jefferson, Ga.

Urban Agriculture’s Salad Tasting A Success
 “Let us enjoy our lettuce.”
If the number of second and third serv-

ings of urban agriculture’s salad on May 
12 were any indication, the greens raised 
by students—doused lightly with a tasty 
homemade strawberry vinaigrette dress-
ing (also containing a Paideia urban agri-
culture grown ingredient—strawberries) 
were very much enjoyed.

On a sunny Thursday, elementary stu-
dents and teachers lined up for a sample 
of salad made from a variety of greens 
grown on Paideia’s farmlets. An exit 
survey conducted by students asked tast-
ers four questions: The compiled results 
were:

Do you like the lettuce? 100 per-
cent of those answering said yes

Do you like the dressing? 74 stu-
dents said yes; 8 students said no

Can you tell that it is home 
grown? 50 students said yes; 3 students 
said no

Paul Sands of Jonny Poulton and 

Adrianne Fisher’s class had seconds and 
said he would have thirds and fourths if 
allowed. Dan Klin, also in the class, was 
shoveling salad towards his mouth despite 
a sling on his arm.

“It’s really good—the lettuce is sweet 
and organic and the strawberry vinai-
grette is also sweet,” said Megan Walter 
of Jonny’s class. 

“Let us enjoy our lettuce,” Sophia 
Chavez chimed in as the two girls left the 
tasting carrying their plates. 

Taylor Powell of Patrick Doughtery 
and Annie Perry’s class said the salad 

was pretty good, but she though the dress-
ing could have been thicker. “I’m a big 
salad eater,” she said. 

“I was so impressed by how many kids 
wanted thirds,” Kirsty Lubicz-Nawroc-
ka, elementary science teacher, said of 
the tasting,””

Tania Herbert, urban agriculture co-
ordinator, shared the recipe for the straw-
berry vinaigrette, emphasizing that the 
use of Paideia strawberries in the recipe 
was key to its deliciousness. Alas, those 
strawberries are done for the 2016 season, 
but here’s the recipe in time for next year. 

Strawberry Vinaigrette Dressing

8 oz. strawberries
2 Tablespoons balsamic vinegar
2 Tablespoons red wine vinegar
2 Tablespoons olive oil
1 Tablespoons lemon juice

Throw all in a blender and blend.

Reuse-A-Shoe 2016 a Soleful Success
The Parent Green Team 

and the Paideia Elementary 
Service Committee report 
that over 3,500 shoes were 
donated by the Paideia 
community to this year’s 
Reuse-A-Shoe drive. Stu-
dents and parents cleaned 
and sorted the shoes 
that had been collected 
throughout the school. Ear-
lier in the day the mainte-
nance team collected bags 
and boxes of shoes and 
deposited them outside Pi 
and the elementary science 
building. The shoes col-
lected will go to homeless 
shelters all over Atlanta. 
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High School Awards Assembly
The high school awards assembly was held April 21. Students 

were recognized for academic and fine arts achievement, 
community service and school leadership and citizenship. The 
following students received awards:

Governor’s Honors – Emma Tucker, Science; Jane Zen, Math 

Internship Commendations – Katherine Jordak (Paideia 
Urban Agriculture), Lucas Mavromatis (Project Open Hand), 
Sarah Grace Payne (Girls on the Run), Ahalya Ramgopal 
(International Rescue Committee in Atlanta), Jennifer Rivas 
(Floortime Service), Isaac Sencer (Create Your Dreams)

Award for Community Service – Anjeli Mase

University of Georgia Certificate of Merit – Lynn Jacobs, 
Alexa Levy, Lucas Mavromatis, Nell Mermin-Bunnell, Emma 
Tucker

Photography Awards –Tamir Eplan-Frankel, 
Annabel Rothschild

National Merit Scholarship Finalists – Adam Beskind, 
Liam Stiefel, Caroline Walsh-King

Junior Book Awards – selected by the whole faculty for 
high academic achievement, involvement, effort and character: 
Brown University – Nathan Karnik and Marisa Schwartz: 
University of Chicago – Adair Garrett, Columbia – Alexa Levy; 
Dartmouth – Nell Mermin-Bunnell; Georgia Tech – Lynn Jacobs; 
Harvard – Emma Tucker; Phi Beta Kappa – Emma Alexandrov; 
Sewanee,University of the South – Emily Breaux; Smith – Kaya 
Wurtzel; Vanderbilt – Jacob Zeldin; Wellesley – Bess Renjilian; 
Wesleyan –Lucas Mavromatis; Yale – Anna Newman 

Robotics Award – Brandon Pal

Environmental Citizenship Award – Sally Apolinsky, 
Sarina Chalmers

Internship Commendations

Headmaster’s Award / Juniors Headmaster’s Award / Seniors 

Junior Book Awards

Doily Jacket

Environmental Citizenship Photography

HiGH SCHool
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Drama & Comedy Awards – drama, Amy Doneff and Bryson 
Levisay; comedy, Mark Paez 

Marty Hays Athletics Award – Shivani Beall, Dean Farris
Headmaster’s Awards /Juniors – Pavan Devraj, Naima 
Dobbs, Felicia Jacques, Katherine Jordak, Lincoln Sorscher, Alan 
Visoso

Headmaster’s Awards/Seniors – Jordan Battle, Ross 
Berlin, Cary Holley, Jordan Hollins, Sarah Leonard, Max 
Marcovitch, Adriana Murillo, 
Addison Owen, Sarah Painting, 
Daniel Raygoza, Jennifer Rivas
Leadership and Service 
Awards – Sarina Chalmers, 
Caroline Hubbard, Pryor Krugman, 
Ollie Peterson, Clare Ulmer
Susan Ehrhardt Citizenship 
Award – Adam Beskind 

Exchange of the Book Bag – Gillis Carroll
Musical Theatre Award – Olivia Babuka Black

Golden Tin Can Award – Tamir Eplan-Frankel

Musician’s Award – Adam Beskind

Yearbook Award – Hope Jarrard and Ollie Peterson

Doily Jacket – Naima Dobbs

Journalism Award – print journalism, Julia Cornick and Max 
Marcovitch; online, Sam Brasher and Addison Owen

Governor’s Honors Golden Tin Can

Marty Hays Athletics

Robotics

University of Georgia Certificate of MeritLeadership and Service

Exchange of the 
Book Bag

Ehrhardt Award & 
Musician’s Award 

Journal Cup

Drama & Comedy

Community 
Service

Yearbook

Journalism

National Merit/Achievement Scholarship FinalistsMusical Theater

HiGH SCHool
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lASSo Hosts latino Student Summit
Never let it be said Paideia students 

don’t take the lead. If it has been sug-
gested, LASSO, Paideia’s affinity group 
for Latinos and native Spanish speakers, 
has something to say about it.

After voters in 2012 re-elected President 
Barack Obama, the Republican party con-
ducted an infamous autopsy of its defeat. 
Among the study’s conclusions, the GOP 
found it failed to garner 
significant enough support 
among two groups: women 
and minorities, specifically 
Hispanics.

As a result, the party de-
clared Latino engagement 
to be one of its missions, 
with the intent to retake the 
White House in 2016. The 
by-product of that declara-
tion, though, was and re-
mains a significantly more 
empowered and influential 
Latino electorate. Today, as 
the election of 2016 looms on the horizon, 
both major parties seek the support of this 
growing demographic.

With the 2016 presidential election as 
the backdrop, as well as other legislative 
issues important to Hispanics of all nation-
alities, Paideia’s LASSO student group last 
month hosted its second biennial Latino 
Student Summit, bringing together nearly 
70 Latino students and their chaperones 
from eight Atlanta area independent 
schools for a day to create an environment 
of community, friendship, shared experi-
ences and to discuss the “Power of the 
Latino Vote.”

In the morning on April 19, LASSO 
facilitators led the attendees in activities to 
introduce them to the event, to break the 
proverbial ice and to dispel any notions of 
athletic rivalries.

Later, Jerry Gonzalez, the founding and 
current executive director of the Georgia 
Association of Latino Elected Officials 
and the GALEO Latino Community De-

velopment Fund, spoke with the students 
about the importance of voting, of political 
awareness and of political activism. Part 
presentation and part town-hall discussion, 
Gonzalez reiterated and emphasized the 
growing influence of Latino voters in the 
electoral and legislative processes, both 
nationally and locally. Referencing a video 
clip from HBO’s The Latin Explosion 

group’s members represent 17 of the 
world’s 21 Spanish-speaking countries and 
Brazil. LASSO’s senior officers are Jen-
nifer Rivas and Julio Lira. The Paideia 
Latino Parent Group provided lunch for 
the attendees and guests.

Linda Zamora Epstein, LASSO fac-
ulty advisor and the Latino Parent Group 
(LPG) liaison, said this type of discus-

sion is an important one for 
young Latinos to have.

“There are so many is-
sues at the national, state 
and local levels that have 
the potential to impact these 
students’ lives,” she said, 
“and they in turn have the 
potential to have influence 
on these issues. They need 
to be introduced to these 
ideas now so they can be 
informed, knowledgeable 
and influential, not only at 
the voting booth, but in cor-

ridors of power as well.”
It has been mistakenly said the United 

States and the United Kingdom are two 
nations separated by a common language. 
The adage could be applied as well and on 
a considerably larger scale to the people of 
the world’s 21 Spanish-speaking countries 
and, as it turns out, on a much smaller 
scale to the LASSO experience at Paideia.

With its members, their parents or 
grandparents coming from 17 different 
Spanish-speaking nations, the group could 
be considered a microcosm of multiple 
nationalities being separated by a common 
language. LASSO’s constituents represent 
a tremendous diversity of cultures, history, 
personal and familial backgrounds, im-
migrant experiences and traditions. And, 
yet, despite these disparities and the po-
tential for conflict that might accompany 
them, LASSO’s members remain united in 
their resolve to come together as a unified 
Latino entity while being true to their indi-
vidual stories.

documentary the attendees watched, he 
pointed to telling statistics which demon-
strate Hispanics’ growing political influ-
ence in the United States:
• Latinos are the fast growing voting bloc, 

60,000 turn 18 every month
• 71 percent of Latino voters cast their bal-

lots for President Obama in 2012, tip-
ping the election in his favor

• Sonia Sotomayor, an Obama appointee, 
became the first Latino Supreme Court 
Justice in the   nation’s history

• The Congress elected in 2014 has the 
most Latinos in the nation’s history

• In the year 2025, Latinos will make up a 
quarter of the U.S. population

•The United States is now the second 
largest Spanish-speaking country in the 
world
LASSO’s 18-member Summit plan-

ning subcommittee selected “the Power 
of the Latino Vote” as the summit’s 
theme, planned and organized the event 
and served as facilitators, and the student 
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AlUMni nEWS

•  Daniel DeWoskin ’95 writes “I am 
happy to report that I have moved my 
law office for the last time ever! De-
Woskin Law Firm, LLC is in its new 
home on the Decatur square, conve-
niently located about 50 steps from the 
DeKalb County Courthouse. Come 
say hello anytime if you’re nearby. In 
other news, my year as president of the 
DeKalb Bar Association is coming to 
a close and I have been busy with the 
DeKalb County Board of Ethics. Things 
are never slow, but I feel like I’m mak-
ing a positive impact in the community.”

•  Ciara Dixon ’12 reports that she “just 
graduated from Elon University Magna 
Cum Laude and will be headed to New 
York City to work for BBDO World-
wide as an assistant account executive in 
the account management department!”

•  Paideia was well represented in the D-1 
men’s ultimate national championship 
in Raleigh on May 27-30 by Mark 
Vandenberg ’12, Adam Ehrenberg 
’14, and John Stubbs ’13. Final score 
was Minnesota 15 - Harvard 12. In a 
previous round during the quarterfinal 
game against University of Georgia 

there were times where five out of 14 
players on the field were Paideia gradu-
ates. The University of Georgia players 
were Nathan Haskell ’14 and Mason 
Cary ’15. Many Paideia parents, gradu-
ates, and students were also in atten-
dance.

•  Caitlin McClure ’02 and her hus-
band Lance Frazier have started Feel 
Good Farm atop Lookout Mountain in 
Northwest Georgia. The farm is in full 
swing with vegetable production and 
raising Ossabaw Island hogs, American 
Chinchilla rabbits, and a combination of 
different egg and broiler chickens. Their 
16-month old daughter, Harper, is in 
charge of quality control. 

•  Akilah Kinnison ’99 writes “My hus-
band Jed and I welcomed our daughter 
Aya Ruth Kinnison on March 16, 
2016. Big sister Mariama (age 5) is 
thrilled. We are currently in D.C., where 
I work as a tribal attorney at Hobbs 
Straus Dean & Walker.”

•  Amanda Shanor ’99 writes “My 
partner Emily and I welcomed our son 
Adrian Gabriel Shanor into the world 
on February 5, 2016.  He’s already a 
joyful and curious little person, and we 
couldn’t be more excited to have him in 
our family.  We’re all living in Washing-
ton, D.C. now, and I’ll be teaching part-
time at Georgetown next year while fin-
ishing my Ph.D. in law at Yale.”

Salvador Dali, aka Phillip Salzinger, 
sported a spectacular black mustache and 
said that in his research he had discovered 
that Dali owned an anteater and once 
walked a walrus down the street. His ver-
sion of “Dali’s” artwork was a colorful 
painting on canvas.

Catherine Heckler was elegant in a 
turquoise evening dress reminiscent of 
the time period when her artist, John 
Singer Sargent, lived and painted. She 
said she had studied lots of his paintings 
and saw some of them in the Boston Fine 
Arts museum over spring break. She 
said she took pictures of paintings and 
did a lot of work in order to produce her 
painting---a copy of a portrait of Beatrice 
Townsend. She said she enjoyed doing 

Alumni Weekend Was a Great Success!
Over the weekend of April 29-30 we welcomed over 160 alums back for some 

great events. Friday night was the Alumni BBQ with food provided by Paideia’s 
own Dead Pig Society. That evening Paul Hayward was honored and “roasted” by 
several alums and faculty members. Saturday night the classes of 1986, 1996, and 
2006 held reunion parties around the city. A special thanks to reunion organizers: 
Nikki Holzberg ’06, Emily Schreck ’06, Emily Austin ’06, Emily Grossniklaus 
’06, Julia Schiff ’06, Amanda Styles ’96, Emily Mason Beard ’96, John Rob-
ertson ’86, Brian MacCarthy ’86 and Kim Serravezza ’86.

her video explaining her artist and what 
she did for the exhibit.

Omair Farooqui chose M.C. Escher as 
his subject, because he said he likes pat-
terns and optical illusions. His research 
focused on the extensive use of these 
images in woodcuts and linoleum and 
Omair narrated his report on video. He 
especially liked one piece of art called 
“Lizards #101”. “I think it was clever to 
put lizards all over the piece and fit them 
together like puzzles,” he said.

John Graner dressed as a docent and 
chose Paul Klee as his subject after look-
ing on line for possibilities. He has first-
hand experience of the artistic process. 
“My grandmother has a studio and does 
really nice work,” he said.

Cole Cannon chose Andy Goldswor-
thy as his subject and presented a three-

dimensional work using sand and shells 
that he collected on John’s Island. He said 
it took him only about an hour to do the 
sculpture. Cole chose to explain the work 
from the perspective of a docent as well.

Rounding out the diversity of the ex-
hibit was a mid-1800s’ portrait of one 
of Brian’s distant cousins from New 
England---Mary Whipple. Brian said he 
ended up with the painting because no 
one else in his family wanted it. One stu-
dent observed that the portrait resembled 
Brian.

Of the event and the work involved, 
Brian said, “The intent is two-fold: one, 
to teach the kids how to do research and 
present information they’ve learned in 
an entertaining and educational way, and 
two, to teach kids about what art is and 
how it adds to the human experience.”

A Day at the Museum  
continued from page 1
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving 

families with children ages three through 18. Paideia does 

not discriminate in employment or in admissions. It actively 

seeks racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student 

body. The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept 

of a child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 

The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 

Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 

30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 

web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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Paideia Students 
and Staff Help with 
Community Garden

Students in Tom Painting and Oman 
Frame’s junior high class and David Millians 
and Becca McCauley’s class, Judy Schwarz, 
director of parent involvement along with a 
number of elementary-aged Burmese children 
worked together to rebuild the Clarkston Com-
munity Center’s garden. Led by Tania Her-
bert, Paideia’s urban agriculture coordinator 
the group helped redesign and install a sum-
mer vegetable garden when the community 
center lost funding for its food pantry garden. 
“The food pantry that this garden supplies is 
accessed by many families and they always 
rush to the fresh produce first.  Paideia planted 
the same vegetables that we are growing at our 
school farms and gardens so this will mean 
there will be a lot more of each variety of veg-
etables for the families when we combine the 
joint harvests each month,” said Tania.
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