
Volume L Number 8  October 2017

continued on page 7

Paideia Students Recognized by National Merit Program

Twenty-four Paideia seniors have been 
recognized by the National Merit program 
as semi-finalists and commended students. 

The students recognized as semifinalists 
for the National Merit scholarship program 
as a result of their performance on the 
PSAT last year are: Ella Amsbary, Wil-

liam Currey, William Johnson, Emma 
Jones, Griffin McCauley, Anna McEn-
tee, Erin Meller, Julia Simmons and 
Nailah Smith

In addition to the semifinalists, the 
National Merit Program commended 15 
students. They are:  Miles Calderon, 

Sarah Chen, David Chi, Emery Cook, 
Evy DiSalvo, Margaret Garrard, Sohail 
Ghatnekar, Sophie Green, Alex   Grein-
er, Kira Harris,  Linsday Horn, Caro-
line Lewis, Ryan Piansky, Owen Rohm 
and Dov Wallack.

Grandparents and Special Friends  
Day Draws Hundreds to Paideia

The campus always feels special when hundreds of grandparents 
and special friends come spend the day at school. The morning kicks 
off with student performances in the theater and welcoming speeches. 
Speakers this year included board of trustees chair Melinda Holladay 
and headmaster Paul Bianchi.

Following the welcoming programs, grandparents and special friends 
spread across campus visiting classrooms and getting glimpses of their 
special student’s days. The day ends with listening to wind ensemble 
and Paideia Jazz Band led by Amy Ensel and John Abert. 

Eat Lunch With Your Child a Big Success story and photos on page 6  
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Nighttime Adventures 
Await Readers of 
Student’s Book

Senior Erin Meller has written, illus-
trated and published a children’s book, 
Under the Bed, about a little girl falling 
asleep in her bedroom, who hears a “tic, 
tic” sound coming from under her bed. 
She and her teddy bear soon discover a 
whole new world filled with fantastic crea-
tures of monstrous size with kind hearts. 
As elementary librarian Natalie Bernstein 
writes in the foreword, “Her joyous adven-
ture, connecting with the creatures with 
smiles, cuddles and rides on their backs, 
reminds all of us we can be resilient when 
our first thoughts may be fear. It shows 
a way for children to embrace a new 
space and delight in new offerings of the 
imagination.” Erin shared her book with 
elementary students in the library earlier 
this fall.

Paideia Participates in Green Apple Day of Service 
On Saturday, September 16, over 40 

volunteers of all ages participated in Pai-
deia’s second annual Green Apple Day of 
Service, organized by Karen Hernacki 
and Shaun Evans of the Parent Green 
Team, and Korri Ellis, sustainability co-
ordinator. Established by the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s Center for Green 
Schools, this event is part of an interna-
tional movement of nearly a million vol-
unteers in over 70 countries celebrating the 
central role that schools play in preparing 
the next generation of leaders in sustain-
ability.

The work completed enhances the out-
door spaces on our campus where we learn 
and play, helping to maximize inspiring, 
healthy, and sustainable learning environ-
ments.

Volunteers completed four main proj-
ects:

• Establishment of a fairy garden cre-

ative play space adjacent to the 1509 
building near the elementary playground. 
Student volunteers helped to design the 
space, planting native shade loving plants, 
adding flagstone, and other items from na-
ture that fairies may enjoy. Fairy gardens 
help to encourage creative play and close 
interactions with the natural world. 

• The fence at the recycling center was 
stained and volunteers completed a re-
cycled art project, making flowers out of 
beverage cans that now decorate the area. 
Special thanks to art teacher Dianne Bush 
for her help with this project!

• Soil amendment and planting more 
than 40 native flowering plants added to 
the landscape near the junior high. The 
native plants will help support pollinators 
and birds as well as prevent erosion in the 
landscaped space near carpool.

• Volunteers also worked on weeding 
and planting additional milkweed and oth-

er native nectar plants to our two monarch 
butterfly way station pollinator gardens.

After working hard all morning volun-
teers enjoyed delicious and healthy snacks 
prepared by Paideia Cooks and delivered 
by parent volunteer, Allison Johnson.  

If you were not able to participate in 
the Green Apple Day of Service but are 
interested in getting involved with sustain-
ability at Paideia, there are additional ways 
to contribute:
•	 Join	our	parent	Green	Team!	There	are	
more	projects	that	need	to	be	completed,	
as	well	as	ongoing	opportunities	and	
future	events.	Sign	up	through	the	par-
ent	portal,	or	contact	Karen	Hernacki	at	
khernacki@gmail.com.

•	 Contact	Paideia’s	sustainability	coordi-
nator	Korri	Ellis	if	you	have	other	ideas	
about	projects	and	opportunities	for	our	
school	community.	
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Why I Teach
Cecelia Caines, who taught in the elemen-
tary at Paideia for 31 years, died Oct. 5. 
In a note to parents, Headmaster Paul 
Bianchi wrote, “She came to Paideia in 
1981 and was a caring and compassionate 
teacher in the elementary, who guided with 
love two generations of Paideia children and 
families.” In 2003, Cecelia was one of the 
teachers who gave a “Why I Teach” speech 
at the faculty/staff retreat. Below is an ex-
cerpt from her speech.

I read a book last spring that lingers as 
though I read it only yesterday. It’s called 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk 
Kidd. I sincerely hope you find time to 
read it. Early in the story there’s an Afri-
can American woman who is about to get 
into trouble with a bunch of white men. I 
started to drag my feet around completing 
the book. I wondered why in the world a 
parent recommended this book so highly. 
When I asked her about it, she just told me 
to keep reading. I did press on. I want to 
share with you a passage that will reveal to 
you a key reason why I teach. In this pas-
sage 14-year-old Lily starts capturing the 
bees that fly around her room in a glass jar. 
She says:

That night I looked at the jar of bees 
on my dresser. The poor creatures 
perched on the bottom, barely moving, 
obviously pining away for flight. I re-
membered then the way they’d slipped 
from the cracks in my walls and flown 
for the sheer joy of it. I thought about 
the way my mother had built trails of 
graham cracker crumbs and marshmal-
lows to lure roaches from the house 
rather than step on them. I doubted she 
would’ve approved of keeping bees in a 
jar. I unscrewed the lid and set it aside. 
“You can go,” I said. But the bees re-
mained there, like planes on a runway 
not knowing they’d been cleared for 
takeoff. They crawled on their stalk legs 
around the curved perimeters of the 

glass as if the world had shrunk to that 
jar. I tapped the glass, even laid the jar on 
its side but those crazy bees stayed put. 
     Eventually the jar did empty out. 

After an important incident, Lily comes 
to a point of self-discovery.

You could say I’d never had a true re-
ligious moment, the kind where you know 
yourself spoken to by a voice that seems 
other than yourself, spoken so genuinely 
you see the words shining on the trees 
and clouds. But I had such a moment 
right then standing in my own ordinary 
room. I heard a voice say, Lily Melissa 
Owens, your jar is open. In a matter of 
seconds I knew what I had to do—leave.

That’s why I teach. Individualizing a 
class of 27 is not easy. It is extremely im-
portant to me that students know that they 

don’t have to be boxed in by labels or 
limitations given to them by others—or 
themselves.

At one time I wanted to be a dancer 
more than anything. When I shared this 
with my mother she stared at me and 
declared, “But there’s no money in being 
a dancer!” So, I became a teacher! I’ve 
come to realize that when I am teaching 
I am also dancing. Teaching has its own 
set beats and internal rhythms and cycles. 
Sometimes the beats are in unison; many 
times they are not. What I like about this 
time of the school cycle is the hope that 
wells up inside of me.  Hope keeps the 
cynic in me at bay. It makes me want to 
try one time. I hope that issues get worked 
on and even resolved. I hope that parents 
know we’re on the same team. I hope that 
each student in our charge comes to know 
that their jar is open.

Student Work in Ponce City Market Exhibit
A selection of student work was on display at Binders at Ponce City Market for 

the Atlanta Celebrates Photography exhibition. The Soul of Philanthropy orga-
nization awarded Eliza Gallant ’19 with first place. In the open exhibition cat-
egory,  Izzy Pitman ’18 was awarded “Best Use of Black and White,” and Nic 
Villamil ’18 was awarded third place.  
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Music Teachers’ Love of Music Plays Beyond the Classroom
Many Paideia music teachers are in-

volved in various music-related endeavors 
outside of their classrooms. Some say that 
participating in such activities helps them 
teach better, perform better and live better. 
Here are some of the ways Paideia music 
teachers pursue their musical interests 
away from Paideia. 

Kate Murray, choral director, is a 
mezzo-soprano and a member of the At-
lanta Symphony Orchestra and Atlanta 
Symphony Chamber Chorus and a soloist 
at Trinity Presbyterian Church. 

Scott Morris, choral director, is the as-
sistant organist and children’s choir direc-
tor at Trinity Presbyterian Church and or-
ganist and conductor for High Holy Days 
at the Temple.

Elisabeth Copeland, orchestra direc-
tor, sings at weddings and churches on a 
freelance basis and also plays cello in local 
orchestras including the Macon Pops.

Pete Ciaschini, orchestra director, par-
ticipates in several extracurricular activities 
including more than 10 years playing the 
violin and viola for summer seasons of the 
Santa Fe Opera Orchestra. He also plays 
chamber music in New Mexico in the sum-
mer. Pete has says that teaching and per-

forming both inspire and inform him.
Amy Ensel, elementary band co-

director and woodwind specialist, junior 
high band assistant and high school band 
assistant, high school wind ensemble di-
rector, plays the flute with the Huntsville 
Symphony, the LaGrange and Rome Sym-
phony Orchestras, Macon Pops and Sym-
phony Without Borders.

Danyale Taylor, high school theater 
technical director, is a percussionist who 
plays in a local marching band called Seed 
and Feed Marching Abominable Band 
of Little Five Points. She also plays in 
a jug band called Uncle Daddy and the 
Kissin’ Cousins. She says that perform-
ing enhances her teaching ability because 
it keeps her sharp. As a student herself, 
she learned discipline, math and listening 
skills through music.

Miranda Dillard, elementary music 
teacher, performs with the Voices of Love 
Threshold Choir, which sings for patients 
in hospice care---those on the threshold 
of life. She also sings with a vocal quartet 
called the Quintessentials that sings acap-
pella jazz and songs from the 1940s and 
’50s in retirement homes. Miranda says 
that feeding her musical spirit nourishes 

her teaching self, as performing requires 
tremendous concentration and empathy 
when singing for patients.

Leanne Herrmann, accompanist pia-
nist and coordinator of the after school 
music program, is an accompanist for 
DeKalb Choral Guild, Collegium Vocale 
and Summer Singers of Atlanta and she is 
the organist for Oak Grove United Meth-
odist Church.

 Jeff McKerley, musical theater director 
for the high school, also performs with the 
Atlanta Lyric Opera and the Lyric Studio 
Theater in Marietta. He also directs and 
choreographs productions with St. Mar-
tin’s Episcopal School.

John Abert, band director, stays in-
volved in the local music scene through 
his work as a clinician for metro middle 
school and high school bands and also as 
an adjudicator for Georgia Association 
of Jazz Educators’ state-wide clinic. That 
year-long effort involves finding a site, 
contacting six college-level jazz educa-
tors to direct the clinic bands and finding 
a noted jazz artist to be guest clinician. He 
also stays in contact with all high school 
directors in the state to recommend their 
finest young jazz musicians to participate. 
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Science for Everyone at Steam Day
By David Fergemann, STEAM Coordinator

Sunday, September 24 was STEAM Day at Paideia! More than 300 
students, parents, teachers, alumni, and other members of the commu-
nity joined us to celebrate and learn about science, technology, engineer-
ing, arts, and math. 

The fun began in the theater with Michael Green the Science Machine 
and his “Science For Everyone” show. Audience members young and 
old were captivated by his blend of science demonstrations and humor. 
His “burning ice” finale left students amazed, eager to see it again, and 
curious to learn more about how it worked.

After the show, each student went to one of 13 hands-on STEAM 
workshops. Several of them were led by Paideia parents and alumni with 
STEAM expertise. Kelly Griendling ’01 led a workshop on designing 
windmills using the principles of aerodynamics. Students in Lore Rut-
tan’s Wildlife Illustration workshop sketched live owls, a possum, and 
a snake brought in by AWARE Wildlife Center. Andrea Eaves taught a 
group of elementary school students about cooking and nutrition as they 
prepared a healthy snack. In Ivan Riobo’s workshop, elementary stu-
dents experimented with several different kits for designing and building 
robots. Tilly Hatcher ’94 showed students how to draw and interpret 
architectural plans and elevations. Kira Harris ’18, Alana Mermin-
Bunnell ’19, and other members of the high school Spread Science club 
led elementary students in a variety of fun science experiments. 

We also brought in presenters from beyond the Paideia community. Ronnie 
Thomas of Fun Weird Science held a “Steamnasium” event for the youngest 
kids and their parents. Gladys Delancey-Bolding of BioLogue Laboratorium 
led a session called Wildlife Explorations where students investigated owl 
pellets and other natural artifacts. Other sessions included origami, video 
game design, film making, interactive sculptures, and prop making. 

While the students were attending their workshops, Diana Lockwood 
and Dave Fergemann talked to parents about Paideia’s STEAM classes 
and clubs. Then the parents had a chance to try out some of the “tech 
toys” that we use in those programs.

The final event of the day was a STEAM career fair in the high school 
commons. Dozens of students came to speak with people from a variety 
of careers that use STEAM skills and knowledge every day: architec-
ture, aviation, software engineering, consulting, logistics, medicine, real 
estate development, and many others. Presenters included parents Don 
Walter, Jim Berry, Todd Harris, Carl DiSalvo, and Scott Patterson, 
and alumni Patrick Day ’09, Kate Harlan ’10, Mary Martha Clark 
’10, and Katherine Conlon ’99. “Every person I talked to seemed to 
have an interesting job that they were passionate about,” wrote one high 
school student who attended the event.

Thanks to Shenia Kirkland for helping to plan STEAM Day, and to 
Tiffany Cochran Edwards, Kira Quarles, Chelsea Payne, Tonya 
LaTore, Chinmayee Barve, and Marcus Hammond for contributing to 
its success.	

Bird Club and Citizen Science
	Starting on Nov. 11 and running through April 16 junior 
high student members of the Paideia Bird Club will be 
involved in Project FeederWatch sponsored by the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology. The goal of the project is to combine 
student interest in birds with the needs of ornithologists who 
study bird populations.

 Students will be making weekly observations at our bird 
feeding station and reporting them to the FeederWatch da-
tabase. In this way students will be contributing directly to 
the scientific understanding of bird populations. In particular, 
ornithologists are interested in the changes in distribution and 
abundance of feeder birds over time.

 A special thanks to sustainability coordinator Korri Ellis 
and members of the Paideia Sustainability Team for provid-
ing financial support needed to purchase bird seed and to 
members of the Paideia community for donations of bird 
feeders.

 If you would like a tour of our bird feeding station, please 
contact Tom Painting at painting.tom@paideiaschool.org.

Outdoor Club on the River
By Izzy Pitman ’18

On Saturday, Sept. 16, 10 members of the Outdoor Club, 
chaperoned by Mark and Elizabeth Alexander, enjoyed a 
float trip down the Chestatee River north of Atlanta. Under a 
beautiful blue sky, we paddled seven miles downriver, stop-
ping halfway for a leisurely lunch and Frisbee throwing on a 
sandbar. Countless turtles were spotted along the way. A few 
small rapids added excitement near the end, but everyone 
stayed upright thanks to the very stable kayaks we rented! All 
grade levels have been represented on the outings. Outdoor 
Club trips are open to any high school student. Listen for 
announcements at Monday Morning Meeting, or see senior 
Izzy Pitman or faculty advisor Mark Alexander for more in-
formation. The club is gearing up for another exciting back-
packing trip in North Carolina soon! 
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Paideia Participates in Dept. of 
Education Green Tour

Paideia was one of eight stops in Georgia on the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s fourth annual Green Strides Tour of schools. 
The theme of the tour is “Taking Learning Outside.”

The visit, led by sustainability coordinator Korri Ellis, included 
discussions about hands-on authentic learning, resource conserva-
tion, efficient and healthy facilities, the urban agriculture program 
and wellness practices offered at different school levels at Paideia.

In July, Paideia was named a Green Ribbon School in the feder-
al initiative for healthy, sustainable, 21st century schools. Schools 
were selected for efforts to reduce environmental impact and costs; 
improve health and wellness; and teach effective environmental 
education.

Eat Lunch With Your Child Feeds Hundreds
The first big community event of the year, Eat Lunch with Your 

Child, which is sponsored by the Black Parent Organization, drew 
hundreds of parents eager to have lunch with their children.

The high school orchestra played as families spread out on the lawn 
in front the college counseling building.

The event is run by parent volunteers, who begin arriving early in 
the morning to fire up grills and begin setting up to feed hundreds. 

This year, Eat Lunch with Your Child was chaired by Chip Joyner, 
Timothy Hardy and Shaun Evans. Over $6,000 was raised, a por-
tion of which will benefit financial aid at Paideia. 
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community

As usual the Great Pumpkin Sale featured a cornucopia of heir-
loom pumpkins. 

Event chairs Jen Graves and Jennifer Haldopoulos worked 
with scores of parent volunteers to make the day a success.

The annual Fall BBQ wrapped up the weekend on the campus 
green with lots of good food (BBQ chicken supplied by the Cluck-
ers) and good music. The BBQ was chaired by Mike and Kristy 
Brown and Gabby and Thad Sheely
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving families 
with children ages three through 18. Paideia does not dis-
criminate in employment or in admissions. It actively seeks 
racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student body. 
The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept of a 
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.
The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 
month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 
address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-
tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 
web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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2017-2018 
Alumni Events
Paideia Slither (5k run) Nov. 18

Holiday Reunion  
   at Manuel’s Dec. 26

Basketball Tailgate  Jan. 5

Back-to-School Night Feb. 7

Reunion Weekend April 27-29

•	 Rebecca	Foster	’88	writes: I live in 
Providence with my partner of 18 years, 
our four-year-old daughter Lilly-O, a 
large German shepherd mutt and four 
Russian tortoises. Our current all-
consuming project is a micro pre-school 
around the corner from our home that 
of course has me thinking about Paideia 
in all kinds of ways. Meanwhile, I teach 
contemplative practice in both men and 
women’s prisons for the Prison Mindful-
ness Institute, which is work I deeply 
love. Recently a film crew from L.A. 
making a documentary on mindfulness in 
America showed up in my classroom – 
so keep an eye out! 

•	 Thomas	Shields	’97	writes: Shelley 
and I moved back to Atlanta almost two 
years ago now. Returning home has been 
a mix of nostalgia and the new. We’re 
living not far from Paideia and enjoy 

running into other alumni regularly. We 
welcomed our daughter, Vivian “Dot” 
Shields, into the world this past March, 
and are enjoying parenthood! 

•	 Adrian	Sosebee	’98	writes: I’ve 
moved to New Orleans and am working 
at Cafe Negril, a high-volume bar on 
Frenchmen St. with my brother Julian	
Sosebee	’03 as bartenders. I created a 
company called “Frenchmen Clothing” 
and sell items both online and in New 
Orleans. If you find yourself there, come 
check me out!

•	 Erin	McFarling	Eggebrecht	’02	and 
her husband Collin Eggebrecht are 
proud parents to 15- month-old boys 
Hunter and James. On top of juggling 
the twins they recently opened their own 
physical therapy practice called OnePoint 
Physical Therapy in Virginia Highlands. 
Collin always heard Erin talk about how 

intertwined connections were in the Pai-
deia community and he got to experience 
it firsthand opening this business as the 
previous building owner was Paideia 
parent Scott Riley, the realtor was Shea	
Meddin’04 and all signage was done by 
graphic designer Caitlin	McClure	’02 – 
a true Paideia labor of love. 

alumni news Compiled by Anna Beck ’01 Alumni Relations and Special Events Coordinator

 


