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26 Students Recognized by 
National Merit Program

Twenty-six Paideia seniors have been recognized by the National 
Merit program as semi-finalists and commended students.

The students recognized as semifinalists for the National Merit 
scholarship program as a result of their performance on the PSAT last 
year are: Logan Casey, Stuart Duffield, Daniel Fridkin, Lynn Ja-
cobs, Mira Kaufman, Lucas Mavromatis Ryan Radulovacki, Bess 
Renjilian, Owen Ribes, Lincoln Sorscher and Emma Tucker.

In addition to the semifinalists, the National Merit Program com-
mended 15 students. They are: Emma Alexandrov, Bronwyn Katz, 
Adair Garrett, Niki Hunt, Nathan Karnik, Allison Levitas, Parker 
Lunsford, Nell Mermin-Bunnell, Hannah Neiditz, Pearl Sullivan, 
Ling Tham, Kaylin Woodward, Kaya Wurtzel, Jacob Zeldin and 
Jane Zen.

Over 700 Attend Grandparents and Special Friends’ Day
The campus always feels special when hundreds of grandparents and 

special friends come to spend the day at school. The morning kicks off 
with student performances in the theater and welcoming speeches. Speak-
ers this year included senior Nell Mermin-Bunnell, Paideia grandparent 
Ron Scharbo, board of trustees chair Melinda Holladay and headmaster 
Paul Bianchi.

Following the welcoming programs, grandparents and special friends 
spread across campus visiting classrooms and getting glimpses of their spe-
cial student’s days. The day ends with lunch to the smooth sounds of the 
Paideia Jazz Band led by John Abert. 

As usual the Great Pump-
kin Sale featured a mix of 
heirloom pumpkins. This 
year visitors could also pur-
chase flowers, jams, fruits, 
and vegetables grown and 
made by students as part of 
Paideia’s urban agricultural 
program.

Event chair Lara Tolchin 
and  chair-elect Jen Graves 
worked with scores of par-
ent volunteers to make the 
day a success.



community

Green Apple Service Day Draws 
Student and Parent Volunteers
By Korri Ellis,  
Sustainability Coordinator

Paideia hosted our first Green 
Apple Day of Service Saturday, 
September 24. This is a volunteer 
event established by the Center for 
Green Schools at the U.S. Green 
Building Council (USGBC). The 
purpose of Green Apple Day is to 
encourage schools to engage the 
entire community in service proj-
ects that support healthy, safe, and 
productive learning environments. 
Since its inception in 2012 projects 
all over the world have engaged more than 
750,000 volunteers in 73 countries and 
have had an impact on the school environ-
ments of 7 million teachers and students.

The Paideia event was planned and 
implemented by Parent Green Team 
coordinator Karen Hernacki, Paideia 
sustainability coordinator Korri Ellis, 
and elementary science teachers Kirsty 
Lubicz-Nawrocka and Diana Lockwood. 
The parent group was supported by di-
rector of facilities Laura Hardy, urban 
agriculture coordinator Tania Herbert, as 
well as Paideia parent Allison Johnson 
and the Paideia Cooks committee.

The majority of projects were completed 
around the area of Python Hall and fo-
cused on improving outdoor learning spac-
es. In one afternoon over 30 volunteers 

of all ages accomplished replanting the 
amphitheatre pollinator/butterfly garden, 
staining the outdoor wood deck between 
Neda and Meghan’s classroom and Em-
ily and JoLynn’s classroom, improving 
drainage and clearing invasive ivy around 
the school garden area. Volunteers also re-
planted and fortified soil in plant contain-
ers, and cleaned up and placed signs on the 
“recycle” and “landfill” bins campus-wide.  

Our hard work in the unseasonably 
warm afternoon heat was rewarded with 
delicious gourmet snacks and beverages 
prepared by Paideia Cooks and made with 
ingredients grown on and donated from 
the Paideia urban agriculture sites. 

Paideia has demonstrated a growing 
commitment to issues concerning environ-
mental sustainability. That commitment is 

19 Paideia Students Named to Area Youth Orchestras

not only written into our Paideia Frame-
work of Values, but it also materializes in 
numerous ways: the inception and growth 

of our urban agriculture program, our 
campus-wide recycling and compost-
ing programs, our LEED certified and 
sustainable design buildings, and with 
the establishment of the position of 
sustainability coordinator. Our efforts 
and commitment resulted in Paideia 
being one of just 47 schools selected 
by the U.S. Department of Education 
as a 2016 Green Ribbon School. The 
award recognizes schools and districts 
who demonstrate excellence in three 
pillars related to sustainability: 1) 
reducing environmental impact and 
costs, including waste management, 
water, energy use and transporta-

tion; 2) improved health and wellness of 
schools, students, and staff; and 3) provid-
ing effective sustainability and environ-
mental education across all disciplines. 

If you were not able to participate in 
the Green Apple Day of Service but are 
interested in getting involved with sustain-
ability at Paideia, join our parent Green 
Team! There are more projects that need 
to be completed, as well as ongoing op-
portunities and future events. Sign up for 
the Parent Green Team through the parent 
portal, or contact Karen Hernacki at 404-
849-2963 or khernacki@gmail.com.

Contact Paideia’s sustainability coordi-
nator Korri Ellis if you have other ideas 
about projects and opportunities for our 
school community. 

Paideia students recently have been 
named to play in several Atlanta local 
youth orchestras. Selected for the Emory 
Junior Chamber Orchestra were Na’im 
Ahdieh ’21, Sophia Figueroa ’21, Isa-
bel Goico ’20, Lila Morrison ’20, Evan 
Nicholson ’21, Meredith Salzinger ’21, 
Sarah Schapiro ’21, Leo Sullivan ’21, 
and Heather Will ’23 will represent Paid-

eia. Sarah Chen ’18 and Alexa Levy ’17 
will play in the Atlanta Youth Symphony 
Orchestra. Will Goodwin ’17 and Julia 
Simmons ’18 will play in the Emory 
Youth Symphony Orchestra. Xavier 
Fredericks ’19 will play in the Metro-
politan Youth Symphony Orchestra. 

Stuart Duffield ’17, Daniel Fridkin 
’17, Lucas Mavromatis ’17, Hannah 

Searles ’21, and Jacob Zeldin ’17 were 
selected for the Rialto Youth Jazz Orches-
tra, sponsored by Georgia State University.

In other music news, Lucas Mavroma-
tis ’17 and Alex Walker ’18 passed the 
first audition for the All-State Jazz Band 
and have advanced to the final audition in 
December at North Georgia College and 
State University.

Student volunteers with Paideia’s Green Ribbon School award
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Students Create Game for  
Atlanta Maker Faire
By David Fergemann, STEAM Coordinator

Paideia teachers and students 
hosted a Pop-Up Playspace for the 
Atlanta Maker Faire on October 
1-2. Amy Valk coordinated the 
project, which was inspired by 
“Caine’s Arcade,” a documentary 
film about a 9-year-old boy who 
created cardboard arcade games. 
During the weeks leading up to 
the event, small groups of stu-
dents from Oman and Tom’s, Tony and Andy’s, and Lina and Elisa’s classes 
designed and built arcade games out of cardboard and other simple materials. 
Some students drew inspiration from familiar games like pinball, skee-ball, and 
whack-a-mole, while others came up with totally new ideas.

It’s a big challenge to create a cardboard game that looks good, is fun to play, 
and is not too hard or too easy. To accomplish this, elementary science teacher 
Diana Lockwood and instructional technology specialist Lacey Andersen guid-
ed the students through a process used by designers and engineers: generating 
ideas, prototyping, testing, and redesigning. After watching the “Caine’s Arcade” 
video, students broke into groups of three or four to brainstorm ideas for games. 
Then they built small straw-and-tape prototypes of their games to test. Once they 
had built their full-size games, the students tested them again by letting other 
kids play the games during recess. Some groups needed to make small changes 
for safety and playability, such as using ping-pong balls instead of marbles. 
Other groups needed to repair or redesign their games so they wouldn’t break. 
“When something failed, we put on more duct tape,” recalled Greyson Sage. 
One group realized that their game didn’t work and started over with a new idea. 

The students were highly motivated by wanting to make fun games and know-
ing they were going to present them publicly at the Maker Faire. As time was 
running out, many students chose to use their lunch and recess time to finish their 
games. The teachers found that they could step out of the way and watch the stu-
dents solve their own problems. “When it fell apart, we didn’t give up. We kept 
on trying,” wrote Elizabeth Martin. Being limited to cardboard and other simple 
materials brought out a lot of creativity in the kids. A good arcade game needs to 
look good,  too, so the students’ artistic skills and ideas were essential.

The kids set up their cardboard arcade in the Innovator’s Playground section 
of the Maker Faire, in the Ebster Recreation Center in Decatur. Students took 
turns running the games. Each visitor received three tokens, which they put into 
a slot or handed to the student in charge of the game they wanted to play. Based 
on how they scored, they earned tickets that they could redeem for stickers, eras-
ers, and other prizes. Since the tokens were free, a lot of visitors returned to play 
again and again. Hundreds of children and adults visited the arcade, keeping the 
students busy running their games all day Saturday and Sunday. “The biggest 
success was the long line of kids,” wrote Alec Hutchinson. 

Student 
Achievements

Sophia West ’18 had a stellar cross country sea-
son. Sophia won the Darlington XC Festival Satur-
day, Oct. 1 with a time of 18:44. Earlier this year, 
Sophia came in seventh in the Atlanta Track Club’s 
Wingfoot Classic in Cartersville, Ga. Her time of 
18:47 was the best single-A school time. Sophia 
was also named All-Class Girls Runner of the Week 
by Mile Split Ga. website and was the winner of the 
Saucony Battle of Atlanta. 

Griffin McCauley ’18 finished 11th with a time 
of 17:04 and came in seventh in the Atlanta Track 
Club’s Wingfoot Classic in Cartersville, Ga. 

Senior Naima Dobbs has been named to the 2016 
All-Area volleyball team. Only 12 players are select-
ed based on votes from area high school coaches.

Two Paideia students participating in the Model 
U.N. conference at Georgia Tech won honors. 
Casey Serrano ’19 won honorable mention for her 
participation in Press Corps and Pearl Sullivan ’17 
won best delegate.

The junior high girls’ cross country team took 
second place and the junior high boys’ team placed 
seventh at the State Championship. Jordan Walter 
and Luna McCauley medaled in the girls’ champi-
onship race coming in fifth and ninth respectively. 
Elijah McCauley took third place out of 183 run-
ners in the boys’ championship race. Three girls 
medaled in the JV race, Megan Walter, seventh, 
Audrey Maxim-Rumley, ninth and Ella Trowhill, 
17th.
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Lee Opens Junior High Symposium on Kindness
By Anne Dukes, Communications Assistant 

Educator Rosetta Lee brought a lively, 
thought provoking workshop on micro-
aggressions to the junior high, initiating 
this year’s yearlong symposium theme of 
“Kindness”. Earlier, Ms. Lee spoke at an 
all school faculty meeting on ways pro-
gressive schools like Paideia can improve 
their commitment to diversity, inclusion 
and cultural competency.

Oman Frame, diversity director for the 
junior high, brought Ms. Lee to campus 
after attending some of her workshops. He 
said Ms. Lee “has an amazing ability to 
get a ton of information and expertise into 
a small and digestible amount of time,” 
and said the hope was to “kick start honest 
and real conversations in the Paideia com-
munity”.

A teacher at the Seattle Girls’ School in 
Seattle, Wash., Ms. Lee is also a profes-
sional outreach specialist. At the junior 
high program, she spoke about “debunk-
ing myths” and about stereotypes and be-
haviors that individuals should examine 
and work on correcting. She spoke about 
the traditional ways of thinking about 
female gender, such as “women need to 
be smart, but not too smart; they should 
be cheerful, but not too confident; they 
should be sexy and attractive, but not a 
slut; and finally, they should be assertive, 
but not so assertive . . . .”

As for male myths, she said, “they only 
have to be one thing….not weak.” Other 
problems she brought up included using 
mental health terms such as “bi-polar” 
and “schizo” to describe ways of being, 
and pigeon holing people based on their 
ethnicity, sexual preferences and a host of 
other variables. She also told the audience 
that mistakes often lead to learning oppor-
tunities if people will just take advantage 
of these times.

“It’s like I know better, but I’m still 
doing the problem language…I have to 
practice not doing this so that what I know 

now becomes second nature,” she said. 
She asked the audience to talk one-on-
one about mistakes, and what kinds of 
thing are said. A loud buzz went through 
the black box theater while students 
shared. Ms. Lee defined microaggres-
sions as “things that happen every day 
based on stereotypes” and which are 
often unintended. “But they can add up 
to accumulated impact, until you just 
blow up,” she said. “If we blow up, the 
relationship has already had it.”

She told the students that learning at 
their current ages how to deal with the 
realities of microaggressions, whether 
they are on the delivering or receiving 
end, is preferable to tackling such hab-
its later in life. “It’s so much easier to 
form good habits than it is to break bad 
habits….and what you practice now in 
junior high can be more permanently 
wired than at any other time of your 
life,” she said. 

Ms. Lee then proceeded to offer a 
step by step approach to navigating mi-
croaggressions, even going so far as to 
supply effective wording for conversa-
tions about microaggressions. “Practice 
how to have authentic relationships,” 
she urged.

Sandy Jordan, junior high assistant 
coordinator, said of Ms. Lee’s workshop 
approach: “I found her talks, both to the 
faculty and the students, to be inspir-
ing and accessible, and, at least in the 
workshop I observed, she clearly tapped 
into something with which many of our 
students have first-hand experience.”

Other activities in the junior high 
symposium in support of Kindness 
will include events on the day of the 
Thanksgiving feast, attending the Al-
liance Theater’s performance of Slur, 
a play originally written for Paideia 
students by former junior high teacher 
Greg Chagnon, and other practices of 
mindfulness, self-control and focused 
attention.

Author Edwidge 
Danticat Speaks on 
Writing to the High 
School

Haitian born best-selling author Ed-
widge Danticat visited the high school on 
October 18 where she spoke at a special 
high school assembly and later met with 
small groups of students to talk about writ-
ing for various genres, from children’s 
books to young adult books, both fiction 
and nonfiction.

Ms. Danticat’s visit was part of the 
writers lecture series sponsored by the 
Pepperdene Fund, a trust established by 
the late Jane Pepperdene, a professor of 
English at Agnes Scott College and then 
an English teacher at Paideia for 20 years. 
Jane believed it was important for students 
to be exposed to living writers and she 
was instrumental in bringing several well 
known authors to Paideia when she taught 
here including James Dickey, Richard Wil-
bur and Eudora Welty. 

Ms. Danticat was born in Haiti and im-
migrated to the U.S. at the age of 12. She 
talked about her beginnings as a writer and 
shared with students that the impact of her 
very first published piece, an essay, helped 
her deal with the stigmas she endured as a 
young Haitian émigré.

“I started writing about the time I was 
your age… so I could find a little bit of 

Kenneth Neighbors ’18 introduced Edwidge 
Danticat.
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from the headmaster

Social, Emotional, and Ethical Development

by Paul Bianchi

There is and always has been a wide-
spread expectation in the Paideia com-
munity that curriculum and the experience 
of school should include the emotional 
wellbeing of children in addition to their 
academic growth, the heart as well as the 
mind. The Framework of Values, adopted 
early in the school’s history, begins with 
a commitment to excellence and hard 
work, but also speaks to the importance 
of ethical development, empathy, social 
responsibility, and an appreciation of the 
present. Faculty members translate these 
affective goals with different emphases, 
and how we pursue them has evolved over 
the years, but the importance of enhancing 
personal development has been a constant 
thread at Paideia.

A promising recent iteration of these ef-
forts has been the widespread attention to 
secular ethics in a program called SEED 
(Social, Emotional, and Ethical Develop-
ment). This focus began eight years ago 
when Emory approached us wanting to 
share the work that Dr. Lobsang Tenzin 
Negi had done with Emory freshmen 
as part of the university’s study of the 
benefits of mindfulness training. In our 
early partnership, curriculum surrounding 
mindfulness was developed by two Emory 
graduate students and Paideia elementary 
teachers, specifically Kelly Richards, 
José Cordero, and Jonathan Petrash. 
Two years later, in 2010, this work was 
presented to the Dalai Lama when he vis-
ited the university. 

 Our involvement has intensified over 
the past year. Martha Caldwell and José 
have worked with Emory faculty the past 
two summers on additional curriculum. 
This year with the support of a grant from 
an alumni parent, Barbara Dunbar has 
coordinated the work of 13 teachers from 
all age groups with the goal of integrat-
ing parts of this curriculum approach into 
their existing classes. In addition, over 
two dozen teachers and administrators are 
taking an afterschool course on the cogni-

tively based compassion training offered 
by Dr. Negi.

The purposes of exploring and expand-
ing SEED experiences at Paideia are 
several, some involving the extension of 
longtime Paideia values and some in re-
sponse to changing times. One goal of this 
curriculum is to foster the ability to help 
oneself become calm and focused. These 
capacities have always been important, but 
given the accelerated pace of children’s 
lives, it is particularly appropriate now. 
Veteran teachers comment on the pres-
sures that this acceleration has on many 
students; we hear frequently that parents 
are worried about the same thing. Dif-
ferent explanations are offered for this 
phenomenon. My own guess is that there 
are multiple explanations with some af-
fecting certain children more than others, 
but regardless, helping children reduce or 
at least deal with what often appears to 
be the frantic pace of their lives can only 
be good. How many adults do we hear 
complain and worry about the pace of their 
own lives? Think how much more vulner-
able children are to this problem.

Fostering kindness and compassion 
is another dimension of this curriculum. 
One hardly needs to justify kindness and 
concern for others, but it can be enhanced 
by through practice. Even given the many 
material advantages of American society, 
most Americans feel that strife and discord 
have increased in recent years; almost 
everyone knows that we could do much 
better in how we treat each other. The Pai-
deia culture with its emphasis on mutual 
respect has a cultural head start in further-
ing this goal. Adults and children already 
treat each other well, and the school itself 
is aligned to support individual children 
and families. But like everyone else, we 
have room for improvement, especially if 
improvement enables our students to pro-
mote such values outside of their Paideia 
world.

Compassion also entails self-compas-

sion and also developing a healthy per-
spective on oneself. Schools like Paideia 
are populated by young people who for a 
variety of reasons are abundantly endowed 
with the drive for perfection, or at least, 
punishingly high standards: get an A every 
time out, practice all year round to travel 
with the best of teams, sing and dance 
in the front row, volunteer courageously, 
and, of course, win the college admis-
sions sweepstakes.  It would be healthier 
to help students develop a vocabulary and 
perspective to dilute the stress of this per-
fectionism and reduce the emotional dam-
age it can cause. Most parents and teachers 
in this community worry more about the 
costs of stress than the prospect of their 
children slouching through life. Teachers 
can assure you that our older students also 
speak to the stress in their lives.

A goal of the SEED program is to help 
children become more skilled in under-
standing other students’ points of view, 
resolve conflicts, and establish friendships. 
Personal relationships enrich the experi-
ence of each person, or a group. There is 
an entire literature of the importance of be-
ing able to work with others in all sorts of 
contexts from families to organizations to 
larger communities. And there is no pos-
sibility of ignoring the interdependence of 
the shrinking world we live in. We depend 
on each other in countless ways, from the 
crossing guard who keeps us safe to the 
person who fixes our internet to the parent 
who tries to do his or her best by us. Be-
ing more aware of this reality can instill 
greater empathy because it acknowledges 
our connections and relationships with 
others. Seeing ourselves in the context of 
our own life helps us understand and em-
pathize with others. Heightened awareness 
of interdependence enhances the sense of 
connectedness to others. 

We’re excited to be teaching and pro-
moting these values with intentional and 
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On the evening 
of September 22, 11 
members of the high 
school Outdoor Club 
celebrated the first day 
of autumn by hiking to 
the top of Stone Moun-
tain.  It still felt like 
a summer afternoon, 
until we were greeted 
by a refreshing breeze 
upon reaching the sum-
mit. We shared a picnic 
of fruit and energy 
bars as we enjoyed the 
last “golden hour” of 
sunlight from atop the 
granite dome. 

Our conversations were reduced to 
reverent silence as we watched a fiery red 
sun melt into the horizon over the down-
town Atlanta skyline. We marveled at the 
constantly changing hues of orange, pink, 

and purple in the glowing clouds above us. 
As twilight settled in, we descended the 
mountain. Before boarding the bus to re-
turn to school, several hikers were already 
asking when we could do this again! 

Participating on 
the hike were: seniors 
Ashlie Jeremie and 
Jason Campbell; ju-
niors Izzy Pitman and 
Christopher Mikell; 
freshmen Lylah Ban-
nister, Eames Heard, 
Bella Irlando, Eddie 
Keenan, Sophia Ken-
nedy, Regan Phelan 
and  Noah Wieland; 
and faculty advisor 
Mark Alexander. 

Outdoor Club trips 
are open to any Paide-
ia high school student. 
Listen for announce-

ments at Monday Morning Meeting, look 
for signs posted around campus, or contact 
Izzy Pitman or faculty advisor Mark Alex-
ander for more information.

Outdoor Club Takes Sunset Hike 
by Mark Alexander, Outdoor Club Adviser

myself…and people’s reaction to my first 
publication fed my passion for writing,” 
she told her rapt audience. She also de-
scribed her passion for reading and said 
both writing and reading had offered her 
an escape from the bullying she sometimes 
experienced.

One of Ms. Danticat ’s earliest efforts 
and best known books was written in an 
unintentional way, which she now de-
scribes as “stream of consciousness.” That 
book was later chosen by Oprah Winfrey 
for her wildly popular book club. It was 
entitled Breath, Eyes, Memory.

As a person proud of her mother 
country and concerned about the recent 
devastation in Haiti by Hurricane Mat-

thew, Ms. Danticat said the many deaths 
that occurred as a result of the storm, and 
the spread of cholera have already had a 
terrible impact on the schools and busi-
nesses and institutions. 

 “This will set the country back in many 
ways, including the intellectual future 
of the country,” she said. In 2010, in the 
aftermath of a deadly earthquake in Haiti, 
she wrote a children’s book, which dealt 
with that tragedy.

Ms. Danticat read from her popular 
book of short stories entitled Krick Krack, 
then took questions from the audience dur-
ing the assembly. There were many. Stu-
dents inquired about what book of hers is 
her favorite (Brother I’m Dying—a mem-
oir). When asked where to find a story to 
write, she answered “the quest for every 
writer is to find your story—to find the 

thing you’re really passionate about—then 
give yourself permission to write it”.

Asked what single piece of advice she 
would give aspiring writers if she could 
only give one, she answered, “It may 
sound corny, but certainly to be a reader. 
See what’s out there and find your mentors 
in the library.” She also advised students, 
“You have to be disciplined,” a statement 
that brought spontaneous applause from 
the audience.

Ms. Danticat named several authors 
whose work inspires her, including James 
Baldwin, Toni Morrison, Junot Diaz, Julia 
Alvarez, Amy Tan and Jamaica Kincaid, 
Paul Marshall and Rosa Guy. Jim Veal, a 
high school English teacher, happily noted 
that several of her favorite authors are on 
his class reading list.

Edwidge Danticat
continued from page 4

Lylah Bannister, Bella Irlando, Sophia Kennedy, Noah Wieland, Eames Heard, Izzy Pitman, Ashlie 
Jeremie, Regan Phelan, Jason Campbell, Christopher Mikell and Eddie Keenan enjoying the sunset with 
Outdoor Club atop Stone Mountain.
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Compiled by Liz Nesbit, Development Associatealumni news

renewed emphasis. The partnership with Emory and the opportu-
nity to develop a curriculum sponsored by the Dalai Lama have 
the potential of creating a model that can be available to other 
schools. Surely there will be adaptations as we proceed, and none 
of us expect that this curriculum will counteract all the coun-
terproductive stress factors of modern life, but we believe this 
teaching is both positive and consistent with longstanding goals 
and practices in the school. We all care about what kind of young 
people we are raising, their intellectual talents as well as their 
developing character.

•	 Janet	Harman	’79 is living in 
Albuquerque, N.M. with her hus-
band, raising two boys, repairing 
woodwinds and playing salsa music 
in their band “Son Como Son”.  She 
is active in fighting privatization of 
public schools.

• Jermaine	Smith	’00 writes “Me-
gan Holt and I welcomed our second 
child - Abel Parker - on March 
26, 2016, just two days before my 
mother’s birthday. He is already try-
ing to keep up with his big brother, 
Jefferson, and we, in turn, are trying 
to keep up with them both (and fail-
ing). His godfather is Phillip	Jones	
‘00, who recently came to visit for 
the baptism in July.  
     I’m also excited to announce that 
I accepted a position with Tulane 
University as a senior major gifts of-
ficer, so hopefully my Paideia class-
mates with Tulane connections will 
continue accepting my calls.

•	 Lindsay	Johnson	’01 writes “After 
earning my PhD in musicology from 
UCLA in 2013, I’m about to begin 

my second year on the music faculty of 
the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County, where I teach music history 
and direct the early music ensemble. 
As part of my duties, I care for our 
early instrument collection, which in-
cludes a harpsichord, a chamber organ, 
Baroque strings, and many different 
Renaissance and early modern wind 
instruments!”

•	 Isabella	Alexander	‘03 recently 
published an article with Public Radio 
International on her on-going research 
project— the lesser-known side of the 
current refugee and migrant crisis in 
Morocco. She is also in the middle of 
directing/producing a feature-length 
documentary film on the same subject 
that you can learn more about by visit-
ing http://www.theburning.org.

•	 Nick	Kocher	‘04 has been hired as 
a writer for Saturday Night Live! The 
first show of the season aired October 
1st.

•	 Marisa	Meddin	‘06 writes after 
graduating with a business degree 

from The University of Michigan in 
2010, she spent the past six years liv-
ing in New York City and Los Angeles 
working as a marketing manager for 
PepsiCo (and traveling abroad in her 
spare time whenever possible). She 
recently left the corporate world and 
moved back to Atlanta to re-start her 
mom’s (Sheryl Meddin) famous At-
lanta bakery, the Dessert Place, which 
closed almost 20 years ago. She adds, 
“Be sure to visit www.thedessertplace.
com for more information and keep 
TDP in mind for holiday gifts, college 
care packages, events and more (des-
serts can be shipped nationwide!).” 

• Jeffrey	Martin	(formerly	John-
son)	’09 has founded honorCode, a 
company that provides training to help 
schools integrate website development 
into K-12 classroom curriculum. This 
fall Jeffrey will bring his program to 
Drew Charter School, which he attend-
ed before Paideia. He will work with 
teachers in K-12 classrooms and in an 
after school pilot program.

Paideia Is Strong at Ultimate Club 
National Championships 

Faculty  members Shanye Crawford, India Stubbs, and Martin 
Aguilera all played at the National Championships in Rockford, Il-
linois  this summer.  Shanye and India play for Atlanta’s club team 
Ozone, which finished seventh overall in the women’s division.  
Paideia is well represented on Ozone.  High school teacher Martin 
Aguilera is a coach, and alumnae Evelina Pierce ’06, Lane Sie-
dor ’10, Sophie Darch ’10, Caroline Pearson ’11, Kate Hines 
’11 also play for the team.  There were seven Paideia alumni in the 
finals:  Class of 2009’s Davis Whitehead’s team (Boston’s Slow 
White) won in the mixed division, Class of 2006’s Leila Tunnell’s 
and  2009’s Sydney Dobkins team (Boston Brute Squad) won in 
the women’s division, and in the men’s division Boston Ironside 
(Mark Vandenberg ’12 and John Stubbs ’13) defeated San Fran-
cisco Revolver (Grant Lindsley ’07 and George Stubbs ’07).

In addition, three former Paideia students were named to Ulti-
world’s 2016 All-Club Team. Josh Markette, Grant Lindsley and 
John Stubbs. Only seven players are selected nationwide. 

Sign up for the 2016 Slither today!
The Slither is a race presented by the Paideia alumni for the en-

tire school community. It is a great event that attracts runners and 
walkers of all ages. This year Slither will take place on Saturday, 
Nov. 19.

Go to www.active.com/paideia-slither-5k-2016 to register.

From the Headmaster continued from page 5
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving 
families with children ages three through 18. Paideia does 
not discriminate in employment or in admissions. It actively 
seeks racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student 
body. The ancient Greek word conveys the concept of a 
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.
The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 
month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 
address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-
tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 
web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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Fall BBQ is Rollicking Fun
Hundreds of students, parents and faculty and 
staff came to the Fall BBQ and Square Dance 
on the campus green Saturday, Oct. 8. Many 
grandparents joined in the fun. The event was 
chaired by Jennifer Higgins and Laurie 
Campbell and chairs-elect Mike and Kristy 
Brown.

Senior softball players, Alexis Myers, Florencia  Zamora, Autumn Alexander, Kai Gee, 
Ling Tham, Megan Walls, Allison Levitas, Isabel Draper and Kate Vance were honored 
at Senior Night at Python Park. Following the ceremony the players gathered with their families 
and coaches.

Senior volleyball players Naima Dobbs, Katherine Jordak, Maddie Kupor and Josie Veal 
were honored at Senior Night in the gym. Following the ceremony the players gathered with 
their families and coaches.
 

Softball Seniors

Volleyball Seniors


