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Students Win Regional Scholastic Art and Writing Awards

T
hirty-seven Paideia high school 
students have been honored 
with 2016 Scholastic Art and 
Writing Regional Awards. Stu-

dents in Paideia’s photography program 
were awarded the most Gold Key awards 
in the state.

Gold Key Award
Gold Key winners progressed to the na-
tional level competition in March.
Ally Braden, Sculpture
Lucy Brewer, Photography (3)
Ava Changnon, Photography
Evy DiSalvo, Photography
Sam Hertlein, Ceramics and Glass
Libby Kirk, Photography

Erin Meller, Printmaking
Hannah Neiditz, Photography (2)
Isabel Pitman, Photography
Isabelle Poore, Photography
Owen Rohm, Printmaking
Max Schwalbach, Photography(2)
Zoe Searles, Photography
Aja Smith-Saunders, Photography
India Wrede, Printmaking
Jane Zen, Painting and Printmaking

Silver Key Award
Isabel Arevalo, Printmaking
Will Asher, Photography
Tamir Eplan-Frankel, Photography (2) 
Olivia Escobedo, Printmaking
Jack Friedman, Photography

Sam Hertlein, Ceramics & Glass
Camille Juliano, Photography
Bronwyn Katz, Printmaking (2)
Libby Kirk, Photography
Pendleton Robinson, Photography
Annabel Rothschild, Digital Art and 
Photography
Max Schwalbach, Photography
Zoe Searles, Photography
Vlada Watkins, Photography

Honorable Mention
Ella Amsbary, Ceramics & Glass
Virginia Davis, Photography
Caroline Dresser, Mixed Media

Paideia Junior High Academic Bowl Team Georgia Champions

The Paideia junior high Academic Bowl team bested a field of 42 
schools to win the state championship and will move on to the National 
Academic Quiz Team National Championships, which will be held in 
Atlanta May 6-8. Playing on the championship team were Anna Zheng 
(captain), Jordan Leslie, Jesse Garcia, Nikhel Krishna, Spencer Wa-
terbury and Nicholas Lin.  A second junior high Academic Bowl team 
placed fourth among 30 schools in the Novice division. Members of the 
novice team were Kaiya Patel (captain), Javier Pardo, Jordan James, 
Aidan Conley and Sean Zheng. The teams are coached by junior high 
teachers Greg Changnon and Rachel Peterson.
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Paideia nominated for national Environmental Award

Faculty and Staff 
notes

Vincent Brown, a member of 
the maintenance staff and former 
boxer, has written a self-help fit-
ness book called, The Pro Boxer 
Technique, which is available on 
Amazon.com.

Martha Caldwell and Oman 
Frame have written a book en-
titled Let’s Get Real: Exploring 
Race, Class and Gender Identities. 
The book grew out of their expe-
riences teaching the “Race, Class 
and Gender” course in the junior 
high and the summer diversity 
institute they offer for metro area 
teachers. The book is described 
by the publislher as “a vital re-
source for any teacher or admin-
istrator to help students tackle 
issues of race, class, gender, reli-
gion, and cultural background.” 
It offers teaching strategies for 
junior high and high school for 
engaging and guiding students 
through conversations about 
these issues.

Junior high teacher Sydney 
Cleland was featured on Poetry 
Fridays, a blog by poet and edu-
cator Robyn Hood Black. The 
blog highlights some of Sydney’s 
haiku poetry and an interview. 
To read go to www.robynhood-
black.com.

Melissa Wilborn, varsity swim-
ming coach, is featured in a 
USA Swimming website article 
entitled: Coach Melissa Wilborn: 
Impacting Her Swimmers in and 
out of the Pool, by Nailah Ellis 
Timberlake.

Student Magic Show Delights Audience
Two aspiring young magicians 
had the idea of combining their 
talents and performing a show at 
Paideia. After more than a month 
of planning and gathering their 
magical materials, Abdul Mia 
’18 and Dennis Morales ’18 
performed an hour-long magic 
show for over 100 parents, stu-
dents and faculty on Sunday, 
Feb. 14. Their tricks ranged from slight of hand with cards, to the conjuring of a parakeet. 
They shocked and amazed their volunteers as more than 10 students were invited on stage 
to participate. Their efforts yielded more than $900 for the Paideia Annual Auction, which 
benefits financial aid at Paideia. It was a magical way to celebrate Valentines’ Day.

Paideia School has been named the Geor-
gia nominee for the national Green Rib-
bon Schools award in the private school 
category. The award is sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of Education and its aim 
is to inspire schools, districts and institu-
tions of Higher Education to strive for 
21st century excellence, by highlighting 
promising practices and resources such as 
reducing environmental impact and costs. 
The aim is also to improve the health and 
wellness of schools, students and staff 
and provide environmental education.

The nomination cited several of Pai-
deia’s environment related programs 
including:
•	 The	school-wide	composting	program	
run	by	students.

•	 The	integration	of	the	urban	agriculture	

program	in	the	curriculum	at	every	
level	of	the	school	from	growing	mush-
rooms	in	elementary	science	to	hydro-
ponics	in	the	high	school.

•	 The	school’s	efforts	to	reduce	impact	
on	the	environment	such	as	the	in-
ground	heating	source	of	the	junior	
high	building,	recycling	stations	at	all	
trash	stations,	and	the	LEEDS	certi-
fication	for	both	the	junior	high	and	
Mother	Goose	buildings.	

•	 The	impact	and	connection	with	the	
public	that	includes	donating	fresh	
produce	grown	by	students	to	area	food	
banks	and	homeless	shelters.
A federal review will determine the na-

tional honorees, which will be announced 
on Earth Day, April 22.

Hannah Ellingson, Photography
Tamir Eplan-Frankel, Photography
Jake Gallant, Photography
Agasha Irving, Printmaking
Erin Rose Johnson, Jewelry

Bronwyn Katz, Printmaking (2)
Alex Lubsey, Photography
Annabel Rothschild, Photography
Matt Schnell, Photography
Madeleine Tincher, Jewelry
Vlada Watkins, Photography
AnniceWyatt, Photography
Jane Zen, Drawing and Illustration

Scholastic Awards   
continued from page 1
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Volunteering at Whitefoord Elementary School
By Laura Dickerman, Paideia Parent

It is not quite two miles but worlds away 
from Paideia to the Whitefoord Elemen-
tary School where, for the past five years, 
a few Paideia families have made im-
portant, life-changing connections with 
the students and faculty by volunteering 
time, donating supplies, and coordinating 
enrichment programs for the nearly 350 
children, an overwhelming percentage of 
whom live below the poverty line. 

Oakdale Avenue runs in a straight line 
away from Druid Hills and becomes 
Whitefoord Avenue in the Edgewood area, 
where the difference in the two neighbor-
hoods is made concrete. In the Title One 
elementary school, more than 93 percent 
of the students qualify for federally-sub-
sidized meals, 75 percent of them live in 
single-parent homes, and only 8 percent of 
the third graders are proficient in reading 
and math. 

Paideia parent Barbara Chang (Mi-
chael ’12 and Jesse ’22) first began vol-
unteering at Whitefoord Elementary five 
years ago when she moved to Atlanta. She 
also facilitates the involvement of other 
Paideia families in volunteer efforts. 

I first encountered Barbara’s passion for 
Whitefoord two years ago when I assisted 
her at the Paideia Elementary Service 
Committee (PESC) MLK Jr Service Day. 
My daughters (Lucy ’20 and Isabel ’22) 
and I guided the younger children as they 
filled backpacks with supplies donated 
generously by the Paideia community. As 
Barbara explained, the 40 or so graduating 
5th graders at Whitefoord often had no or 
limited ability to buy what they needed, so 
we were giving them notebooks, dictionar-
ies, binders, and other supplies. 

As a result of Barbara’s gentle insis-
tence, I found myself at Whitefoord, vol-
unteering two to three hours once a week, 
reading to a pre-k class, working one-on-
one with struggling readers in second and 

third grade, and donating favorite books to 
the classrooms. 

During that same PESC event, Paideia 
parent Nancy Field (Emma ’22 and Jon 
’19), was moved by reading the thank you 
notes from Whitefoord students who had 
received donated backpacks and supplies 
the previous year. It was evident from the 
many expressions of relief and apprecia-
tion that without the donations many of 
the children would not have even the basic 
tools necessary for their education.

“Your donations made me feel eager and 
intelligent. I am very grateful. I love my 
new book bag. These supplies make me 
feel smart. With all my school materials I 
feel like nobody can stop me from learn-
ing. If I had the energy to thank you a mil-
lion times I would. Thank you so much.” 

“When I got your donation of school 
supplies, I knew my mama does not have 
to worry about getting them. She does not 
have the money.” 

Soon enough, Nancy found herself 
volunteering as well, tutoring second and 
third grade students who read significantly 
below grade level. She has encountered 
children who are homeless, children who 
miss school regularly, and children who 
struggle with basic sight words. Yet, as 
she says, “Working with these children 
is enormously rewarding, as they are so 
grateful for the help and the extra atten-
tion they receive,” she says. “The second 
graders consistently raise their hands high 
in the air to be selected for the special 
privilege of being tutored, and after a little 
encouragement, even those who are shy or 
reluctant at first often become eager and 
engaged learners.”

Norris Nelson (Helen ’23 and Hollis 
’26) volunteered at Whitefoord before her 
children were born, and with Barbara’s as-
sistance, has now returned to working with 
second graders, where she finds that even 

an hour a week can have a real impact on 
the students. Katie Hartley, (Finn ’23 
and Sagan ’20) works with a 5th grade 
literature group that meets twice a week. 
Although she doesn’t have a teaching or 
literature background, she has taken ad-
vantage of resources at Paideia.

“Teachers are quick to share their favor-
ite recommendations and lessons with me, 
and volunteering in the library for Natalie 
all those years has really paid off!” 

The students’ excitement about reading 
is rewarding, as is the time Katie has spent 
with struggling math students. She is still 
thinking about working years ago with 
a 5th grader who didn’t know her times 
tables and had repeatedly failed a math 
exam necessary to graduate: “We have fun, 
engaging apps in the iPad world that could 
help her…these students don’t have the re-
sources we have or the valuable teacher to 
student ratio our kids have that allows for 
individualized teaching. One of the best 
things we can do is give them our time. It 
is worth every little minute.”

Beyond encouraging and facilitating 
volunteering, Barbara spends much of her 
week at Whitefoord, where she has tutored 
math, reading, writing, and advanced math 
to small groups and individuals. One of the 
activities that she coordinates is the “read-
think-write” project that culminates in a 
field trip to the Edgewood Barnes and No-
ble where students can choose one or two 
books. I have chaperoned that event, and it 
is wonderful to see the students so excited 
to be there; some of them have never been 
inside a bookstore before, and their amaze-
ment is infectious. Gently-used books are 
also necessary for the Little Free Library 
in front of the school, an installation that 
Katie organized and helps to maintain, 
and of course, books are always welcome 

continued on page 7 
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T
his year, the junior high symposium is exploring “Race, Class and 
Gender.” The symposium features events throughout the year to 
foster understanding and discussions on race, class and gender. The 
overall goal is “understanding our differences is the beginning of a 

conversation on equity.” Earlier in the school year, Scott Turner Schofield spoke 
about his own journey with gender identification. In November the junior high 
spent a full day on student activities encouraging students to think about their own 
identities, consider how those identities might be stereotyped, and challenging 
their own stereotyped views of others. Most recently two Paideia high school 
freshmen, Hasna Chowdhury and Bibi Muse,  shared their experiences as 
Muslims living in America. Hearing from two students only a year or two older 
than themselves was particularly powerful and thought-provoking for the junior 
high students. Below are some of their reflections on this event.

noah Wieland
I learned a lot at the symposium. I 
thought the two 9th graders were very 
brave to talk about their beliefs and views 
in front of the junior high. A lot of my 
friends outside of school are Muslim and 
the symposium gave me a new way to 
look at them. 

Alondra Romero
I was really impressed by the speech. It 
made me understand the difficulties Mus-
lims face just because they are Muslims. 
My first surprise when I heard them talk 
was that they are only in 9th grade. Just 
because they looked different because 
they wore different clothes doesn’t mean 
they should be treated differently. They 
are about the same age as we are, and 
they have been discriminated against so 
much more than a white person would 
have been in their same situation. People 
assume that just because somebody is 
Muslim they are totally different from 
you, but in reality they probably share 
more similarities than differences. We 
tend to categorize people, and separate 
them away from us all based on the 
smallest things. When people say “Mus-
lim” I think that it makes us think, “dif-

ferent” or “other” when in truth these 
girls are just like us in every way. Just 
because they are Muslim does not mean 
they are “other.”

Layney McCord
It was really interesting to hear everyone’s 
views on what they identify with and the 
positive and negatives of it. It helped me 
reflect on the pros and cons of being my-
self. It is really sad that there are negatives 
for things you can’t control. I can’t believe 
what it would be like if I was thought of 
“less than” for being myself, like as a 
girl, sometimes I am thought of less than 
men. It’s just another example of one of 
the hardships everyone faces everyday in 
their life. I like to imagine a perfect world 
where people aren’t judged because of 
their wealth, religion, sex, skin color, and 
many more. That is probably never going 
to happen, but if we try hard enough, after 
a long period of time, we may get some-
where close to that.

na’im Ahdieh
I haven’t faced many hardships because 
I’m a Baha’i in the U.S. (Baha’is in 
other parts of the world, especially in the 
Middle East, are persecuted constantly), 

but I do understand that being different 
can sometimes be awkward. Also, the 
reflection activity at the end of the day 
made me think deeply about myself. Fri-
day’s symposium was very engaging and 
interesting!

Emma Schwartz
Part of what made this symposium really 
meaningful to me was that the talk and 
discussion were both led by Paideia stu-
dents who I pass by in my everyday life. 
They weren’t adults who I had never seen 
before, they were people similar to me 
and people who I can feel a connection 
with. This really made me open my eyes 
to the problems we have in our society re-
garding racism and Islamophobia. These 
people have to be aware of their race and 
religion all the time. As a white person, I 
have the privilege to not have to be aware 
of my race. When I walk into a store or 
go out in public, people don’t assume 
I’m going to shoplift or be a terrorist or a 
thug. The assumption is that I’m a good 
kid, and I don’t have to go out of my way 
to prove that. … When you hear stories 
from people who go to your school and 
are around your same age, it makes you 
see that these things that people have to 
deal with aren’t that distant from your 
life and it makes you see how lucky you 
are. Taking RCG (race, class and gender) 
courses and taking part in this symposium 
really has made me want to take action on 
these issues in whatever way I can. 

Casey Ellyson
I learned a lot, but was also confused. I 
learned that the Muslim religion has no 
tie to killing innocent people, or taking 
your own life. I already knew this, but it 
confused me still because how could any-
one interpret it like the members of ISIS 
do. It was so interesting to hear the man 
in the YouTube video talk about the god 
they were justifying their actions to was 
not the god he knew and trusted. Their 

Junior High Symposium: Race, Class, and Gender
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stories moved me, and I learned a lot 
about the stereotypes the Muslim faith is 
associated with.

Royce Mann
I really enjoyed the whole symposium, 
but especially the video that we watched 
titled, “Nothing to do with My Prophet.” 
I thought this video really showed the 
struggle that most Muslims have to go 
through because a small portion of those 
who practice their religion, practice in 
a brutally violent way. I think this is an 
example of how complicated a religion 
can be. Two people can pray to their God, 
one praying with peace, and one praying 
with war.

Helen Latting
The two speakers we had in the morning 
were amazing. I learned a lot. First off, I 
knew being a Muslim was difficult, but 
I didn’t know the extent of it. I can’t be-
lieve how many insulting comments were 
thrown at them throughout their times 
at elementary school, but I am glad they 
don’t experience it at Paideia. The video 
at the beginning really changed my view 
about what a Muslim is, and showed me 
that the extremists aren’t the ideal Mus-
lim. Their faith doesn’t call for what they 
claim it calls for.

Anna Miller
A story that stood out to me was the one 
where the teachers pronounced the girls 
name wrong every day during the testing 
week. This story stood out because that 
has never happened to me and I can imag-
ine that would be super annoying and of-
fensive. Another story, which was almost 
unbelievable, was the one when she told 
us about someone who asked her if she 
had a bomb under her scarf! I think it was 
super awesome how honest the two girls 
were, because I’m sure itwas hard to talk 
about this subject.

Katherine Shue
I thought that it was very interesting 
hearing from the two speakers. I knew it 
was difficult being a Muslim, but I didn’t 

know it was that hard. I learned from 
their stories a whole lot. I thought it was 
very brave for them to stand up in front 
of the whole junior high and also the high 
school, considering that they are ninth 
graders and are new to the school. I was 
surprised that other Muslims were mean 
to the two girls. I also thought it was 
horrible how at another school, Muslims 
were being bullied big time and no one 
ever said something about it. Their stories 
made me think about my life and how 
lucky I am. 

Lucy Seward
I especially loved the speech the one girl 
had about her name. It was really beauti-
ful the way she learned to accept, and be 
proud of her name, her religion and her 
culture. I had always had an unconscious 
idea that Muslim girls weren’t like me. 
Just because they practiced a different 
religion, I, for some reason, though they 
were “different” than me. When they 
spoke, I not only realized I had those 
thoughts, but I proved myself wrong. 
They were just like “regular” teenage 
girls. That was a big moment for me. I 
also really enjoyed the discussion after-
wards. 

Sarah Halle Sinks
I couldn’t believe those two high school-
ers had gone through so much but yet 
they told their stories as though they 
were just plain facts. It shocked me that 
just kids in elementary school would ask 
them if they had a bomb under their scarf. 
I would never ask or even guess that if 
I was in elementary school. It made me 
feel really privileged to go to Paideia be-
cause the two high schoolers kept talking 
about how lucky they were to be at this 
school because people accept them for 
who they are. They said they knew other 
friends who are beat up and treated terri-
bly at their school, and that made me feel 
bad for those friends, but also really an-
gry at the people who were treating them 
so terribly just because of their religion. 
It must be really hard for people that are 

Muslim because of all the ISIS attacks 
and how evil the U.S. sees ISIS. Those 
two teenagers get looked at wherever they 
go. That must be really hard.

Claire Haskell
First of all, I was so impressed that new 
Paideia students spoke to the whole high 
school and junior high as freshmen. I 
thought it was very interesting to learn 
about problems they faced everyday that 
I had never even thought about and I was 
fascinated at the stupid things some peo-
ple have said to these girls. I had never 
even thought of Muslims being oppressed 
because very often when we speak about 
oppression it sounds like it is only a prob-
lem with race, but it really isn’t.

Eddie Keenan
I liked how they focused on religion at 
the beginning and dismissed any false 
beliefs that people think about Islam. I 
myself learned more about Islam. I was 
surprised how much those ninth graders 
opened up to us, and we don’t even really 
know them. I really like how they asked 
us to open up things about ourselves be-
cause I learned more about other people 
in the class. The video we watched at 
the beginning was also great because it 
dismisses misconceptions about Islam. I 
learned things about Islam like how you 
treat animals, and livestock. The problem 
is that there are very few terrorists, but 
their voices are the loudest.

Amelia Gaines
 It was very interesting that we got to 
have high schoolers from our own school 
talk about their experiences. As a student 
only a year younger than each of them, [I 
thought] it was crazy all of the horrible 
experiences they have been through. They 
taught us about how many times people 
use one characteristic about you and 
make generalizations. Later in the day 
we had a even better understanding when 
we wrote our own characteristics of our-
selves and in what moments they defined 
us, and what moments they didn’t.

Junior High Symposium: Race, Class, and Gender
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PAiDEiA 
CuP Xi

The Paideia Cup XI, an annual event that features some of the best high school ultimate teams around 
the country, will be April 16-17 at the LakePoint Sportsplex in Cartersville. More information to come.

Seniors Commit to 
Colleges for Sports
Three Paideia seniors have signed to 
play sports in college. Kendall Parks 
will play soccer at Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity. Shivani Beall will play soccer at 
Emory University and Henry Fink will 
play soccer at Emory at Oxford.

High School Athletes 
Honored
Varsity Boys’ Swim Team Class A 
Champs

The Paideia boys’ varsity swim team fin-
ished first in Class A school competition 
at the Georgia High School Association 
Swimming and Diving State Champion-
ship meet Feb. 5-7, making them the 
State Champions in the Class A divi-
sion. The varsity girls finished third in 
the division. In overall competition, the 
Paideia boys’ finished 15th and the girls’ 
swim team finished 24th. 

Varsity swimmer Paideia senior Dean 
Farris won the state title in the 200 free-
style and the 100 butterfly competitions 
closing out his extraordinary high school 
swim career.

Basketball
Seniors Jordan Hollins and Addison 

Owen and freshman Kai Carter were 
named to Region 5A All Region team for 
boys and girls basketball respectively.

Paideia ultimate Players named to 
u.S. Teams in World Championships
Three Paideia varsity ultimate players, seniors Stan Birdsong and Ollie Peterson and ju-
nior Isabel Arevalo, have been named to the U.S. U-20 national ultimate teams. The three 
are among 48 athletes selected from a pool of 400 to compete for the United States this 
summer in the 2016 World Flying Disc Federation (WFDF) World Junior Ultimate Cham-
pionships (WJUC), July 31 through August 6 in Wroclaw, Poland. 

George Stubbs ’07 was named assistant coach for the U-20 boys’ team at the World Ju-
nior Ultimate Championships. George played ultimate at Paideia and at Harvard University.

In other ultimate news, two Paideia alumni Chris Kocher ’10 and Leila Tunnell ’06 
were named to men’s and women’s national teams at the World Ultimate and Guts Cham-
pionships to be held in London in June. Chris and Leila played ultimate at Paideia and in 
college at George Washington University and Connecticut College respectively.

Acting Troupe 
Stages “Harvey”
The high school Acting Troupe 
performed the 1944 Pulitzer 
winning play “Harvey” by Mary 
Chase about a man and his 
imaginary six-foot-three friend, 
a rabbit named Harvey.

BPo Program Focuses on STEAM
The theme of Black Parent Organization’s Black History Month program this year was 
science, technology, engineering, arts and math, or STEAM.  A series of STEAM in-
spired workshops for pre-K through high school were offered to Paideia students after 
a short science presentation in the theater. Over 200 students and parents attended the 
program chaired by Shenia Coleman Kirkland.
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Student Achievements
Nine high school and four junior high 

students were selected to perform with 
the All-State Chorus in Athens in late 
February. The high school singers were 
Adam Beskind, Nell Mermin-Bunnell, 
Miles Calderon, William Currey, Mat-
thew Davidorf, Karolina Edlund, Max 
Karnik, Nathan Karnik and Carson 
Sanford. The junior high singers were 
Aidan Babuka Black, Luca Davidorf, 
Olivia Graner and Caroline Porkert.

Sarina Chalmers ’17 has been awarded 
the 2015 Outstanding Pollinator Habitat 
Award from the Environmental Education 
Alliance of Georgia and Monarchs Across 
Georgia. The award is in recognition of 
her exceptional work related to the Paid-
eia Native Plant-Pollinator project.

Jesse Chang-Frieden ’22 was selected 
for the Atlanta Flute Club’s 2016 Middle 
School Honors Flute Choir. He will per-
form with the ensemble at the annual At-
lanta Flute Fair held at Georgia Perimeter 
College.

Twelve Paideia students have been se-
lected to perform in the 2016 Georgia In-

dependent School Association All-Select 
Middle School Orchestra. On the violin 
will be Aaren Evans, Na’im Ahdieh, 
Christina Aaron, Heather Will, Victoria 
Silva and Emma Von Hoene. On viola 
will be Spencer Waterbury, William 
Moore and Harper Bundy. On cello will 
be Sarah Schapiro, Owen Zealey-Chen 
and Emma Delman.

Three Paideia seniors have been named 
National Merit finalists. They are Adam 
Beskind, Liam Stiefel and Caroline 
Walsh-King.

Lily Babcock in David and Becca’s 
class won second place for the Middle 
School Division in the Atlanta Commu-
nity Food Bank’s Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day Youth Essay Contest. 

Felicia Jacques ’17, Nell Mermin-
Bunnell ’17, Isabel Pitman ’17 and 
Oman Frame, junior high teacher, were a 
part of the One Billion Rising campaign to 
end violence against women and children. 
Felicia and Nell organized the efforts at 
school to raise awareness  teaching the 
flash mob dance to students and teachers. 

Emma Tucker ’17 was named Georgia 
runner-up for the Aspirations in Comput-
ing award given annually by the National 
Center for Women in Information Tech-
nology. Awardees are selected for their 
computing-related achievements, IT apti-
tude, leadership ability, academic history, 
and plans for post secondary education. 
Emma is the first Paideia student to re-
ceive this honor.

in the classrooms. Because some of the 
students are often hungry, Barbara orga-
nizes donations of healthy snacks from 
local merchants. Her commitment to the 
school has improved not just the students’ 
lives but her own: “As a result of our vol-
unteerism at Whitefoord, my family and 
I have many more friends from different 
backgrounds than ours…we learn about 
residents of an often-neglected pocket of 
Atlanta and our lives are enriched as we 
join Whitefoord families in their struggles 
for survival and justice.”

All of us have involved our families 
in the life of the school, whether it’s our 
children reading to the pre-k classes dur-

ing a day off from Paideia day, attending 
the Atlanta Science Festival with elemen-
tary students, or donating gently-used 
books and/or games both from their own 
collection and those of their friends. The 
administration and faculty at Whitefoord 
are welcoming, warm, and very grateful 
for the help in any form. There can be up 
to 25 students in a class with one teacher, 
so the presence of another adult is valu-
able, as is the chance for students, strug-
gling or advanced, to have one-on-one 
attention. There are so many ways to get 
involved, and Barbara makes it incredibly 
easy, no matter what your preference is: 
weekly tutoring, book donation, solici-
tation of merchants for snacks, and/or 
collecting supplies. The Paideia families 
volunteering currently provide from one 

to sixteen hours a week of time with the 
students. 

I said at the beginning of this article 
that the connections we make are life-
changing. It is true that students blossom 
with individual attention, that teachers 
appreciate the assistance, and that the 
school needs and values the donations; 
however, it is what we have discovered 
about and in the children that we meet 
and grow to love that has been so eye-
opening and enriching for us and our 
families. Please consider joining us in 
any capacity you can. For questions about 
volunteering and/or donations, contact 
Barbara at barbarachang@yahoo.com. 
Please drop off any books or granola bars 
for Whitefoord with Natalie Bernstein at 
the elementary school library.

Volunteering  
continued from page 3

Lily Babcock won a Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day Essay Award
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CoMMuniTy

High School 
Musical 
Goes “into 
the Woods”
Stephen Sondheim’s twist 
on favorite fairy tales, “Into 
the Woods” was brought to 
life in three performances to 
packed audiences. 

Pat Conroy Remembrance
Pat Conroy, the well known writer, died March 5, 2016. Pat was an alumni parent and longtime friend of Paideia. Paul Bianchi,  
headmaster, wrote this remembrance, which appeared on the alumni page on the website. 

Pat was a good friend of Paideia and to 
many of us. When he came from Beaufort 
in 1971, he and his wife enrolled their 
daughters in the school. Halfway through 
the second year, he invited Barbara and 
me to their house on a Sunday afternoon 
to meet an old friend from Beaufort who 
happened to be in town and who also 
just might be interested in coming to At-
lanta, maybe even Paideia. It was Bernie 
Schein, and Pat was playing matchmaker. 
As we drove away after a long and rau-
cous afternoon, I said to Barbara that I 
think Paideia had just hired Bernie and 
Martha Schein, or Pat had, or maybe 
even Bernie had hired himself and Mar-
tha. They came the next year, in the fall 
of 1973. 

That school year, Pat taught a writing 
course in the high school. The first year 
of the high school at Paideia was so loose 
that I worried at the time that some dis-
tant high authority would swoop down on 
us and remove the word “school” from 
our name. We did not look like a school, 
so it was good to have Pat, a real teacher, 

teaching a real subject, and expecting real 
work to lend us some credibility. That 
same year, in May, Pat was the speaker 
at what passed for our first graduation 
ceremony, an impromptu event held in 
front of what now is the faculty lounge. 
There was only one graduate, a girl 
named Robin Brooks and an out-of-tune 
kazoo band. I tried to keep the news cam-
eras from Channel 5 off campus, and Pat 
spoke. He poked fun at Paideia, which he 
did very well. Later we tried to get a copy 
of his speech, on the assumption that he 
had written it down. It was never seen or 
repeated again.

Pat, Bernie, Paul Hayward and I 
decided that year that we should get to-
gether a pick-up game of basketball on 
Sunday morning, the beginning of a game 
that has continued (without us) until to-
day. There were just the four of us. Bernie 
suggested that he and Pat team up against 
Hayward and me; “It’ll be pretty even,” I 
recall him saying. It was neither even nor 
pretty. Bernie had a great jump shot back 
then, especially when he got open by 

traveling, and Pat had played college ball 
at the Citadel. Hayward was slow, but un-
like me, at least he could run. Bernie and 
Pat should have been ashamed of them-
selves, but if they were, they hid it well.

Pat remained a part of the school com-
munity in one way or another for years 
after as his children went all the way 
through the school and graduated. He 
spoke to classes, arranged for the premier 
of Hollywood movies made from his 
books as benefit fundraisers for financial 
aid, and donated to the auction. Last 
year he returned when he and Bernie did 
an alumni parent evening celebrating 
Bernie’s book and talking about writing. 
It was a vintage Bernie and Pat Show, 
something I had seen for over 40 years, 
but never got tired of. 

It was impossible to get tired of Pat. 
Life was always warmer and more excit-
ing when he walked into the room, and 
the rest of us lingered to be in his pres-
ence. He had so many friends and worlds. 
Those of us at Paideia are glad that we 
were one of them. 
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•	 John Ahmann ‘83 a longtime behind-
the scenes-player in Atlanta political 
circles and a key fundraiser for Atlanta 
Mayor Kasim Reed, has been named 
the head of the Westside Future Fund, 
the organization created to spearhead 
revitalization of the communities near 
the new Mercedes-Benz Stadium.  Ah-
mann is currently the executive director 
of the Atlanta Committee for Progress, 
a group of CEOs, philanthropic and 
academic leaders that work with the 
mayor’s office on major city projects. 
Ahmann previously worked for the Met-
ro Atlanta Chamber and was a Decatur 
school board member. 

•	 Amanda Styles ‘96 writes, “I am 
pleased to report that after six years as 
the grants manager at atlanta Legal Aid, 
I am now working as a salesforce ad-
ministrator at Literacy Action. Literacy 
Action is the oldest adult education pro-
gram in the southeast, and helps thou-
sands of low-income adults each year 
learn reading, math, English language 
and computer skills. I’m helping them 
build and improve systems to keep track 
of all that information. I’m still living in 
Decatur with my wife, Megan, and our 
daughter, Addie (nearly 2).” 

•	 Amy Ferguson ‘97 says, “My hus-
band Matt and I and our new dog Bruce 
are happily living in Prospect Heights, 
Brooklyn. After many years of free-
lance I took a full-time job this fall as a 
creative director at MullenLowe adver-
tising agency in New York. I also just 
launched my own line of greeting cards 
and they are available for purchase at 
oldsweetsong.com. My first two orders 
were from Paideia alums. My sister 
Margaret Ferguson Quinn ’02 
was the first followed closely by fellow 
Brooklynite and  Sarah Abramson 
’97.” 

•	 Alexis Gumbs ‘00 writes, “Greetings 
Paideia Family!  A couple of weeks ago 
I had the great experience of opening 
the first box of my new book, Revolu-

ALuMni nEWS

Class of 1988:  
i Know you!
When Erika (White) Gonzalez 
’88 went to the state capitol 
building to get Paideia’s certificate 
for being Georgia private school 
nominee for the Green Ribbon 
Schools award, she bumped into 
an old friend. Noel Maloof ’88, 
COO for City of Decatur Schools, 
was there to get the certificate 
for Decatur City schools, the state 
nominee in the district category.

tionary Mothering: Love on the Front 
Lines (PM Press). The anthology con-
nects my archival research on black 
feminist mothering practices (nurtured 
at Paideia and expanded during my 
studies at Barnard and Duke) with cut-
ting edge voices sharing about mother-
ing as a revolutionary concept for our 
contemporary social world. The book 
has gotten great support and acclaim 
from Georgia’s own Alice Walker and 
Faith Holsaert (one of the civil rights 
workers in the Southwest Georgia chap-
ter of SNCC) but more importantly, I 
got to touch the book for the first time 
in the home of my stepsister Kyla Day 
‘00, her husband Nik and their son Lo-
gan who I helped them birth two years 
ago! The book also includes a dedica-
tion to my sister Ariana Good ‘04 
and of course our revolutionary mother 
Pauline McKenzie. My mom and I, 
who are both trained as birth doulas, 
will also be sharing about a chapter 
of the book, “Birthing Justice: Black 
Women, Pregnancy and Childbirth,” that 
we wrote together at an event at Charis 
Books this spring hosted by the amazing 
Elizabeth Anderson ‘00. My next 
book Spill: Scenes of Black Feminist 
Fugitivity, will be published by Duke 

University Press this fall and is avail-
able for pre-order right now. My partner 
Julia and I continue to travel the world 
with the Mobile Homecoming Project, 
our experiential archive documenting 
black LGBTQ brilliance, and continu-
ing to build home and family in Dur-
ham, N.C.” 

•	 Rachel Peavy ‘00 says, “I’ll be di-
rector of public relations for Loews 
Atlanta Hotel and Loews New Orleans 
Hotel, overseeing PR efforts for both 
properties. I’m joining Loews Hotels & 
Resorts after spending five years at the 
Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
where I directed PR efforts to promote 
Atlanta as a top destination for leisure 
and business travel. I’m excited for this 
new role and to continue to be involved 
in promoting the Atlanta market!”

•	 Keenan	Palmore	’12 was named 
2015-2016 Conference Player of the 
Year at Lenoir-Rhyne, a NCAA Divi-
sion II school in the Southern Athletic 
Conference. Keenan, who plays guard,  
was also named National Player of the 
Week. Keenan was a four-year varsity 
starter at Paideia and he is the all-time 
leading boys’ scorer.
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving 

families with children ages three through 18. Paideia does 

not discriminate in employment or in admissions. It actively 

seeks racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student 

body. The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept 

of a child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 

The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 

Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 

30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 

web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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Save your Soles
The 2016 Paideia Reuse-a-Shoe donation 
drive starts on Earth Day (Friday, April 
22) and runs through Friday, May 6 (Seis 
de Mayo).

Please bring in any old or outgrown 
shoes & drop them in one of the collec-
tion boxes (located in all Paideia class-
room buildings) to be reused by someone 
who needs them or recycled into play 
surfaces by Nike (http://www.nike.com/
us/en_us/c/better-world/reuse-a-shoe ).

Reuse-A-Shoe Basics
•	 Any	and	all	shoes	are	welcome!	-	Dress	
Shoes,	Athletic	Shoes,	Slippers,	Rain	
Boots,	Baby	Booties,	Cleats	–	you	
name	it	–	we	can	get	it	to	someone	who	
needs	it.

•	 All	of	the	wearable	shoes	will	be	
distributed	to	people	in	need	through	
service	organizations	such	as	Refugee	
Family	Services	in	Stone	Mountain.

•	 Unwearable	shoes	will	go	to	Nike	to	
be	ground	up	into	basketball	courts	and	
playground	surfaces	-	one	of	which	is	
right	up	the	street	at	the	Playground	of	
the	Future.

•	 Last	year,	we	collected	almost	3,000	
pairs,	with	more	than	2,500	pairs	going	
to	people	who	needed	shoes	in	Georgia,	
Honduras,	and	Nicaragua.

Shoe Collection Box Locations
1.	1509	Building	-	side	door	(facing	π	
building)

2.	Half	Day	–	on	back	porch	under	roof
3.	Python	Hall	–	outside	main	glass	doors
4.	High	School	Commons
5.	Mother	Goose	–	outside	main	glass	
doors

6.	Junior	High	Commons

2015-2016 AnnuAl 
  Fund Fun FAct

35% To Financial aid
35% To Technology
25% To special projecTs
  5% To endowmenT


