
By Anne Dukes, Communications Assistant

During short term in January, a group of 
high school students will participate in 
a two-week health care service learning 
program, followed by a service trip to 
Belize in collaboration with Global Public 
Service Academies for Health, Duke and 
Harvard Universities. Miranda Knowles, 
high school biology teacher, and Ruth 
Dinkins, high school Spanish teacher, 
will lead the intensive hands-on learning 
experience.

The group will be comprised of sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors who were 
selected based on applications and letters 
of recommendations about their academic 
achievements and their service related 
experience to date. The students are: Erica 
Winston ’16, Eunheh Koh ’16, Meg 
Henson ’16, Tyler Russell ’16, Max 
Cook ’17, Bess Renjilian ’17, Vlada 
Watkins ’17, Margaret Garrard ’18, 
Madeleine Tincher ’17, Margot Gaines 
’18, William Johnson ’18, Josie Veal ’17 
and Alan Visoso ’17. Their experiences in 
service will be very important once they 
begin their work in the town of San Anto-
nio at a community health clinic, accord-
ing to Miranda. 

The first two weeks of the class at Paide-

Donate to “Wishbook” Today
 “Wishbook,” the 2016 Paideia Auction benefit-

ing financial aid is Saturday, March 19 at Ponce 
City Market. The “Pajama Auction,” where you can 
browse, bid, and buy online in the comfort of your 
own home, is Sunday, March 6 - Sunday, March 13.

Parent contributions are needed to make “Wish-
book” a success! Please contact donation chairs Sarah El-
lyson, ellyson.sarah@comcast.net or Susan Goico, sewalk-
er_alas@yahoo.com, with ideas and questions about parent 
contributions. Donations may be made online at www.paide-

iaschool.org/auction, and will be accepted through 
January 22.

If you own your own business, please consider 
supporting this fun and fundamental event. 
Contact corporate sponsor chairs Ellen Sacchi 
and Deborah Maslia, at ellen@sacchinet.com or 

masliad@yahoo.com, for more information.
“Like” Paideia Auction on Facebook to receive updates 

and explore this year’s great offerings. 
Together, we can help make wishes come true!

ia will emphasize subjects students will ex-
perience as they work in Belize during the 
following two weeks. The class will be a 
hands-on learning experience with students 
engaging in applied science topics such as 
blood pressure and health issues associated 
with both low and high blood pressure, and 
Body Mass Index measurements. 

“The science aspect will be strong, but 
there will also be opportunities for a cul-
tural study of the people of Belize, which is 
a very interesting and varied country with 
a large immigrant population of Mayan 
people who still speak a Mayan dialect,” 
said Miranda. Students will be housed with 
local families and will have to go without 
electronics and other “comforts of home” 
for the duration. According to GPSA, the 
local staffers provide yearly training for the 
home stay families as well as follow-ups 
and carefully vet home stays.

Besides learning about health practices 
and life in a foreign country, Miranda 
said, she hopes the participating students 
will also experience some self-discovery. 
“They will have to be immersed in this 
program... It may be the hardest thing 
they’ve ever done,” she said. Besides the 
medical practices, the students will be 
asked to prepare programs on such top-
ics as tooth brushing and hand washing 

to teach children at the community health 
center.

“Not only will we be learning how to 
provide for young children in difficult 
circumstances, but also teaching them a 
certain amount of education to keep the 
healthful cycle going,” said Vlada Wat-
kins. “I expect a lot of hands-on activities 
such as measuring blood pressure using a 
stethoscope, weighing babies to make sure 
they are in fine feather, and showing dif-
ferent communities proper ways of main-
taining hygiene. There will also be a lot of 
culture learning of the Belizean lifestyle. 
This is definitely important if we want to 
make them feel comfortable since many 
rely on traditional healing.”

Global Public Service Academies for 
Health’s Belize 2016 will offer students 
the opportunity to explore career paths 
such as medical doctor, nurse, pharma-
cist, biomedical engineer, dentist or other 
health occupations. The organization also 
has programs in Guatemala. 

Bob Malkin, who is a professor at Duke 
University and the director of GPSA, said 
that Paideia is the only school in the world 
that has partnered with GPSA in this Janu-
ary term model. He said he anticipates that 
the Paideia students will do well and other 
schools will follow their lead.
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it must Be December
Brian Eames and Dan Durrell’s class 
performed the crowd favorite and Paideia 
tradition, “The Revels,” a mashup play about 
medieval winter solstice folklore  
and beliefs. 

Elementary Service committee Hosts Annual 
Holiday market
On Dec. 14 the Paideia Elementary Service Committee (PESC) hosted its annual Holi-
day Market. The Action Ministries organization in Atlanta brought 20 children who 
live in underserved areas who selected gifts for their parents, teachers, and bus drivers.  
Paideia parents donated gifts and Paideia students wrapped them for the children to pick 
from. After shopping everyone played outside. Special thanks to Paideia’s 5th grade Girl 
Scout Troop No. 13539 for helping wrap the presents, parent volunteers, and Paideia 
families for their generous donations.

in chamber Ensemble young musicians Flourish and Grow
Every Tuesday after school, Jesse Chang-

Frieden, Andrew Guthrie, Garrett Brand 
and Leo Sherwood (pictured right) gather 
in the band room in the MAC to practice. 
The four sixth grade boys are members of a 
chamber ensemble. In mid-December they 
were practicing arrangements of holiday 
music in preparation for their Dec. 15 perfor-
mance at Sunrise at Decatur, an assisted liv-
ing facility for seniors. The group first played 
together at the Solo and Ensemble Festival 
where they received a superior rating.

Playing in a chamber ensemble is a great opportunity for a mu-
sician to improve his or her skills, says Jessica Sherwood, the 
Paideia band teacher who works with the group. Instead of many 

musicians playing an instrument, in cham-
ber ensemble only one instrument plays  
a part she says. “There is no conductor. 
The musicians have to conduct themselves. 
In the group, Jesse plays flute, Leo, the 
oboe, Garrett, the clarinet and Andrew, the 
bassoon. 

All of their ensemble practices after 
school are in addition to their regular mu-
sic classes during the week and “speaks to 
their dedication and interest,” says Jessica. 

The chamber music experience is some-
thing the Paideia music program can offer that a larger program 
can’t, she says. “I would like to incorporate chamber music 
throughout the program at all levels.”

Photos by Brook Edmonds
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Everything you Ever Wanted To Know About 
Author Visits in the Elementary Library
By Natalie Bernstein, Elementary Librarian

The year was 2002. I watched the visiting 
author talk to our half-day students, chil-
dren ages 3-5, with growing horror. “I live 
on a farm out in the country,” she 
explained. “It is infested with cop-
perheads, so I like to go out early in 
the morning with my shovel, catch 
‘em unawares and chop their heads 
off. Did you know that a snake’s 
body and tail will continue to twitch 
even after you chop its head off?” 
She continued, “But there are beau-
tiful things in the woods, too. You 
kids don’t get out into nature often 
enough. You need to go into the 
woods and find a baby possum and 
cuddle it. There’s nothing sweeter 
than getting to hold and pet a new-
born baby possum.”

Holy cow. You never know what you’re 
going to get when you invite an author 
in. But wait, this slow-motion train wreck 
continued. The author began with the next 
group, this time children ages 6-8, explain-
ing what a myth was. “Well, of course, 
you know what a myth is, because you all 
used to believe in Santa Claus, didn’t you? 
But now, of course, you know that Santa 
Claus is a myth.” The shocked silence that 
followed ranks up there as one of the worst 
moments of my career. Elementary coordi-
nator Mary Lynn Cullen and I frantically 
conferred before the author met with the 
final group of 9-12 year olds – “Do we 
get a hook and yank her off the stage? Do 
we let the kids come?” – and decided she 
couldn’t possibly be so inappropriate with 
the oldest elementary children. But, noooo, 
we were wrong. She began talking about 
myth and mermaids and asked the group, 
“Ok, so which part of the mermaid is fish 
and which part is human?” A boy raised 
his hand, answering that the tail was the 
fish part and the top half was human. Our 

visiting author chortled salaciously, thrust 
her breasts forward and cupped them in 
her hands, winked suggestively at the boy 
and said, “Oh yeah, I bet you noticed that 
part, I bet you did.” At this point, I was 

near heart failure.
Fortunately our other author visits have 

gone much better. Over the years, we have 
hosted a wide variety of magnificent, ac-
claimed authors and illustrators, including 
Gail Carson Levine (Ella Enchanted), 
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson (Mayfield 
Crossing, Bad News for Outlaws, Almost 
to Freedom), Lauren Myracle (Love Ya 
Bunches), Tim Greene (Football Hero), 
Frances O’Roark Dowell (Dovey Coe), 
Brian Pinkney (illustrator of some 25 
titles in our library), Adam Gidwitz (A 
Tale Dark and Grimm), Eric Rohmann 
(My Friend Rabbit) and Gregory Christie 
(illustrator of some 20 titles in our library). 
Inquiring minds may want to know: Why? 
Who? How?

WHy 
When I was in school, I never once heard 

a live author speak about his or her work. It 
was only in college that I got to hear a real 
person speak about the ideas, the process 
and the inspiration for writing a book. (And 

wow – those authors – Margaret Mead, 
Betty Friedan, Toni Morrison, Saul Bel-
low – not too shabby! I had the good sense 
to get out of my dorm to go hear them.) I 
like for our young students to realize that 

there is a living, breathing conscious-
ness behind every single book in 
our library: these objects didn’t just 
appear, fully formed, on the shelves. 
The books represent a real person’s 
ideas, rejections, editing, persever-
ance and passions. When I announce 
an author or illustrator visit, the chil-
dren are often wiggly with joy – even 
if it is someone whose work they do 
not yet know. They ponder their most 
thoughtful question, which is, inevita-
bly, “Where do you get your ideas?” 
Salman Rushdie has a flip answer, 
“The idea store!” and an exquisite 
children’s novel, Haroun and the 

Sea of Stories as a quest for the source of 
stories. The children are genuinely curious 
– every one of them has gotten stuck while 
working on a writing assignment – and 
they also seem to think the question sounds 
important. One of my favorite questions 
to ask is which books the guest liked as a 
child. Our children love hearing about the 
childhoods of authors and illustrators, their 
early attempts, their funny stories of failure 
and resilience. 

WHo
Deciding which authors and illustrators 

to invite to school is a complex process. I 
receive at least one email per month from 
someone who would like to talk about his 
or her book with children. Here are a few 
considerations:

Do I like this author’s work enough to 
share with the students? This is essential, 
because I will have to read it aloud to class 
after class. Teachers can sometimes help 
with this, but often they have their own 

continued on page 6

Natalie with illustrator Brian Pinkney

Photos by Brook Edmonds
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in memory of Sharon Radford
Sharon Radford, who taught biology at Paideia for 39 years, 

died Dec. 2. In addition to her longtime presence in the class-
room, she was the mother of two Paideia graduates, Anne ’94 
and James ’97, and her husband Jim served on the board of 
trustees during the 1980s. 

On Monday, Dec. 7, 2015, most of Monday Morning Meeting 
in the high school was devoted to faculty and staff remembrances 
of Sharon. Speaking were Paul Bianchi, headmaster, Paul Hay-
ward, high school coordinator and science teachers Bridget Hass 
and Miranda Knowles. Several members of the Paideia commu-
nity— Rosalinda Ratajczak, high school math teacher, Marty 
Hays, high school history teacher and former athletic director, Paul Bianchi and Paul Hay-
ward spoke at her memorial service on Dec. 6 as well.

Sharon started the high school biology program with an early emphasis on environ-
mental science. One of her early innovations in 1982 was a 9th grade short-term course 
she taught with Paul Hayward and later Bridget Hass on the Georgia coast. Sharon never 
lost her zeal for research, often taking advantage of opportunities to study outside the 
classroom. She attended the Woodrow Wilson Summer Fellowship Foundation program 
in 1992 to advance her understanding of bioethics, and the Human Genome Project 
workshop at the University of Kansas Medical School in 1994 and 1995 to explore ethi-
cal, legal, and social issues surrounding genetic screening and reproductive technolo-
gies. Her students at Paideia benefitted from her studies as aspects from them found 
their way into her class curriculum. Along the way she received several teaching awards 
including the NABT Outstanding Biology Teacher Award for Georgia in 1991, and re-
ceived the Siemens Award for Advanced Placement Teaching in 2006. 

Sharon not only taught in the classroom but she was a stalwart in high school ac-
tivities including student government and the Science Speakers Club. She was also a 
staunch supporter of Paideia’s athletics program. 

At the Monday Morning Meeting remem-
brance, Miranda, a former student, recalled 
her teacher, mentor and colleague. 

Around about the time most of you were 
busy being born or in the first years of 
your lives, I was sitting in HS21, the class-
room I’ve shared with Sharon Radford 
for the last two years, but back then it was 
all hers. At the time, I was interested in 
biology as I was interested in pretty much 
everything in school, and wanting to chal-
lenge myself as much as possible I took 
AP Biology with Sharon my senior year. 
Now, while I was a good student, I was not 
a loud student…in fact, quite the opposite 
as many of my teachers who are still here 
will tell you. I was a silent participant, by 
and large, if there is such a thing.

But one day, and I remember this as 
vividly as if it were yesterday, Sharon 
really got into a groove lecturing about 
cloning, which, with Dolly the sheep 
being cloned during my freshman year, 
was an extremely hot topic. Sharon 
had launched into a description of so-
matic cell nuclear transfer – how Dolly 
had been created by transplanting her 
“mother’s” DNA into an enucleated egg 
cell from another sheep. Of course this 
seemed a little bit like mad science, so 
all 15 of us in the room were locked in 
on her and fascinated. Though something 
odd stuck in my mind – if the egg cell 
had come from a different sheep, not the 
cloned sheep, then weren’t there also 
mitochondria, and thus, mitochondrial 

DNA, from a different sheep than Dolly’s 
“mother,” making Dolly not truly a clone? 
I don’t know what possessed me, but for 
the first, and possibly only, time in my 
high school career I raised my hand, and 
asked that question. Is Dolly a true clone 
if her mitochondrial and nuclear DNA are 
from two different sheep?

Sharon paused for a moment, pon-
dered it and first said, “Miranda, that is 
an excellent question.” Already I was 
feeling pretty good since as many of you 
know, it was not easy to impress Sharon. 
Then, she said the most amazing thing. “I 
don’t know,” she said, “I honestly hadn’t 
thought of that.” She went on to excitedly 
make guesses which, of course, turned 
out to be correct – that, yes, Dolly in fact 
had three “mothers” – a nuclear mother, 
an egg-slash-mitochondrial mother and a 
birth mother. But honestly, I didn’t hear 
that. What resonated in my head then and 
will always stick with me was that, “I 
don’t know.” 

Swimming in my head were the possi-
bilities – the one thing I knew for certain 
is that if Sharon didn’t know the answer, 
then not many people in the world knew 
the answer. But if that was true, then was 
it really possible, in a high school biol-
ogy classroom in a little independent 
school in Atlanta, Georgia to be discuss-
ing something that was at the forefront 
of modern biology?! Yes! It was and is 
possible to do that and as you can tell by 
how riled up I still get thinking about this, 
these are the moments I now live for as a 
teacher – the moments when the distance 
between high school student and cutting-
edge scientist is not so large. Sharon’s hu-
mility in being able to say “I don’t know” 
taught me that if you could become an 
expert in your field, saying just those 
words could be the most powerful and in-
spiring thing a student might ever hear.

While this was the most memorable 
part of my high school career to me, I 
cannot say the same for Sharon. When I 
saw her for the first time in 13 years, on 
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my first day of work as her colleague in 
the biology department at Paideia, say-
ing, “Sharon, remember me, it’s Miranda 
Roth, class of 2000!” she reminded me 
of her most vivid memory of my time 
in high school: “Of course I remember 
you – you and your friends cut my AP 
Bio class to have a Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off day in downtown Atlanta! If you’d 
just asked, I would’ve let you go, but you 
snuck out instead!” This was only made 
slightly more embarrassing by the pres-
ence of my new boss, Paul Hayward, 
when she said it.

Though Sharon, full of wit and wis-
dom, said lots of memorable, hilarious, 
smart, well-researched things, what I will 
remember most clearly was what she 
said to me on our first department meet-
ing of my second year teaching, about 
16 months ago. “Miranda, I have to tell 
you, I’ve been diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer…and I think you’re ready to be a 

great AP Bio teacher.” 
Those two sentences taken individually 

would have been staggering, but put to-
gether as something of a one-two conse-
quential punch, you could have knocked 
me over with a feather. The sinking of 
my heart to learn of this awful diagnosis 
– cruel as it could have been – cancer, a 
topic she taught and understood deeply, 
would be her demise – this heartbreak, 
countered immediately by the most amaz-
ing thing she could have said to me, that 
she trusted me with her baby, this AP 
Biology course that she designed, wrote, 
tested, graded and revamped, meant the 
world to me as a young teacher. 

I have spent the last 16 months try-
ing to learn as much as I could from the 
treasure trove of knowledge and experi-
ence that was Sharon Radford. And re-
ally, honestly, I’ve spent the last 16 years 
trying to emulate her, first as a student 
and now as a teacher – trying to create 

Save the Date
 

MLK, Jr. Service Day
Monday, Jan. 18, 10 a.m. 
to noon, the MAC Bldg. 

 Join us for fun hands-on activities 
for elementary children. Last year 
we had a great turnout and many 
activities that provide education 
about community service for the 
elementary-aged child. If you are in-
volved with a non-profit organization 
or have a cause you are a passionate 
about we would love to hear your 
ideas! Contact Vandana Ramaswa-
my at vandana.ramaswamy@gmail.
com if you would like to volunteer 
for this event. Sign up for donations 
and to attend the event are on Par-
ent Center.

On the last day 
of school before the 
holiday break, the 
entire elementary 
streamed into the 
theater to take part 
of one of Paideia’s 
oldest traditions, the 
elementary sing-a-
long. Lower elemen-
tary teacher José 
Cordero strolled through the aisles strumming his guitar and stopping at different classes 
to lead them in song. Students belted out holiday classics with time-honored amended lyr-
ics—Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, had very shiny nose (like a flashlight!) with the kind 
of gusto only students about to be unleashed for a two-week holiday break can muster. At 
the end of the sing-a-long, as is tradition, Paul Bianchi came on stage and provided musi-
cal accompaniment for several songs including the school song, “O Mascot of Might’ and 
the ever popular if obscurely titled “Auld Lang Syne” and “Jingle Bells.”

The sing-a-long got its start in the early days of Paideia when students and teachers 
would gather in the 1509 Building at the end week and sing, accompanied by piano master 
Paul Bianchi.

Elementary Sing-a-Long is  
Rousing Good Fun

and foster those passionate moments, 
where not only do I not know, but nobody 
knows…yet.

Toward the end of her illness I did at 
times become overwhelmed with the loss 
of expertise, perspective and knowledge 
that Sharon’s passing would bring. In 
those dark moments, the light that shone 
through was always the thought of Sha-
ron’s 40 years’ of teaching, passing that 
expertise on to students like you and me. 
And beyond that, the empowerment her 
trust and confidence lends to me, and her 
many students who are now teachers, 
to continue this inheritance of knowl-
edge. Much like that most magnificent 
molecule, DNA, is passed on from our 
grandparents to our parents, to us, to our 
children to our grandchildren, though she 
may no longer be with us, with what she 
has passed on to so many of us, she will 
never be gone.
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plans for what they intend to read aloud. 
A really fine work will grow on me and 
I will notice new details with every read-
ing. Conversely, badly written sentences 
or poor word choices make me cringe and 
grind my teeth day after day. 

Can I share this author’s work with 
children ages 5-12? The ideal visitor can 
connect with all ages. Even if the books 
are simple picture books, good authors and 
illustrators can talk to 12-year-olds about 
their own development, their intention, and 
the editing and publishing process, as well 
as the reception of the work.

Does this author or illustrator add to the 
library’s diversity? Can we highlight worthy 
works that children might not otherwise en-
counter? Children from backgrounds who 
are not a majority in our school are electri-
fied to see someone who looks like them 
talk about creating books. One 5-year-old 
African-American boy exclaimed profusely 
about Gregory Christie: “He looks like 
me! He said he likes the same kind of stuff 
I like! He said he loved The Snowy Day 
when he was a boy! I can’t believe it! I 
LOVE The Snowy Day!” It was a pleasure 
to see the children whose family heritage is 
from India sit up and smile proudly recently 
when Sue Sehgal, author of the Indian folk-
tale A Bucket of Blessings, shared stories of 

her childhood in India. 
Can this author or illustrator talk to 

students in a respectful, engaging way? I 
talk to lots of librarians about their experi-
ences with authors. E.B. White once said, 
“Anyone who writes down for children is 
simply wasting his time. You have to write 
up, not down.” The same is true about talk-
ing to them: I find authors who talk down 
to children, using a patronizing tone, utterly 
stomach turning. Kids spot it instantly and 
hate it. I once heard an author at a book fair 
talking down to children, opening with that 
irritating phrase “Now, boys and girls…” 
and proceeding to make banal statements 
and ask stupid rhetorical questions. The 
kids mimicked him afterwards relentlessly. 

HoW
The details involved in arranging these 

visits can be demanding. I arrange for plane 
tickets, hotel rooms, lunches and dinners. 
I drive to the airport, purchase books for 
the classrooms, fill out tax forms for the 
honorarium (and famous authors can com-
mand a hefty fee), set up microphones, 
speakers and a screen, and determine the 
schedule of classes. Often a guest from 
out of town will need to visit three or more 
schools to make the trip worthwhile, so I 
coordinate dates with other schools, many 
months in advance. Local authors make life 
much simpler! They just drive here. Unlike 
many schools, we decided years ago not to 
sell books at the visits despite the fact that 

it helps defray the cost: I believe school 
should be, as much as possible, an egalitar-
ian place where kids aren’t expected to fork 
over $20, especially after I once saw the 
crushed faces of children who didn’t have 
the money. Instead, I order copies for all the 
classrooms and make sure that the library 
has multiple copies available for borrowing. 

Our author and illustrator visits have 
been some of the most memorable parts of 
the year, a highlight for our students and 
a deeply enriching part of the curriculum. 
Shy children approach the visitor outside 
with reverence; noisier ones greet the visi-
tor like a rock star with shrieks and shouts: 
“She’s HERE! She’s finally HERE!” High 
school students drop by now and then to 
reminisce about a favorite author visitor, 
which tells me how long the impact can 
last. Finally, after one of these visits, nearly 
all of our students acknowledge that they 
think of themselves as writers and artists. 
These personal, indeed intimate encounters 
help them learn that even the most success-
ful writers endured setbacks, criticism, and 
red marks by a fierce editor. Many of them 
admit to tears. The students come away 
with a deeper understanding of the con-
sciousness of a real person, a person who 
dug deeply for that idea and crafted it into 
the beloved book they can read again and 
again. And fortunately for me, no one has 
ever again made smutty comments, advo-
cated killing snakes or denied the existence 
of Santa Claus. 

Author Visits 
continued from page 3

Sarina Chalmers ’16 was selected as one of Atlanta INtown’s 20 Under 
20 for 2016. Sarina was nominated for her extensive volunteer work in under-
standing and promoting pollinators and habitat conservation with the urban 
agriculture program at Paideia. 

The Paideia Plant-Pollinator Project was conceived, created and spear-
headed by Sarina and involves students at all levels throughout the school. 
Through the project, over 20 species of native wildflowers and flowering 
herbs have been planted at Paideia and “in the Druid Hills neighborhood, as 
well as in other school and community gardens in under-served neighbor-
hoods around Atlanta” as was noted in her nomination letter. 

Atlanta INtown’s 20 Under 20 recognizes area students for extraordinary 
community service.

Paideia Senior named an Atlanta INtown 20 under 20
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ALumni nEWS Compiled by Blair Falivene ’00, Alumni Relations Coordinator

•	 Wes	Finley	’99	writes, “After 34 
years in Atlanta, my family and I will 
be moving to San Francisco this Janu-
ary. We heard the SF housing market 
was just too affordable to pass up. I am 
leaving my role at Coca-Cola to join 
a machine learning (AI) startup called 
Mariana where I will serve as senior 
director of marketing. My wife Claire 
also got a great position in HR with the 
healthcare company McKesson. So far 
the move has been terrifying, challeng-
ing, and exciting, but we are all eager 
to meet new people and explore a new 
part of the country. If you live in the 
area, look us up!” 

•	 	Nora	(Spriggs)	Kmiecik	’02	writes, 
“My husband Joe, our two year-old 
son Jacek and I welcomed baby Clem-
ent Joseph on April 29th at Methodist 
Women’s hospital in Omaha, Nebras-
ka. He’s now seven months old, so we 
figured it was probably time to let our 
alma maters know that he a) exists, b) 
is doing great and c) is very cute. We 
all love him very, very much.”

•	 Eric	Lorber	’02	testified as an expert 

before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee on the Iran nuclear deal and its 
implications for U.S. foreign policy. 
He currently lives in D.C. and helps 
global banks combat terrorist financing 
and comply with U.S. economic sanc-
tions, while writing on these issues for 
a think tank in his free time. He writes 
he would never have gotten interested 
in foreign policy had it not been for the 
short-term classes on this topic taught 
by Stacy Lewis and Joe Walsh.

•	 Katie	Nall	’04	had another successful 
year as a senior client analyst at Inte-
gratec out of Buckhead (same company 
as Scott Metzloff ’02). She was very 
excited to join the Paideia Alumni 
Advisory Council this fall and looks 
forward to being more involved with 
the Paideia alumni community.

•	 Rembert	Browne	’05, a writer-at-
large for New York magazine, will be 
one of the moderators for the Iowa 
Brown & Black Presidential Forum 
for Democratic candidates on Fusion 
television. The debate will focus on 
minority issues in America. During a 

forum, candidates appear separately to 
answer questions individually. The fo-
rum will be aired on Fusion and will be 
live-streamed on Fusion.net, YouTube 
and Facebook on Jan. 11 at 8 p.m. EST. 
The forum will be rebroadcast in Span-
ish on UniMas at 11 p.m.

•	 Spencer	Bledsoe	’10	tied for second 
place in the Survivor Second Chances 
Finale. This season took place in Cam-
bodia.

•	 Mark	Vandenberg	’12 and John	
Stubbs	’13 are co-captains of the 
Harvard Red Line, the men’s Ultimate 
Frisbee club team. An article in the 
Harvard Crimson states, “The chemis-
try between two of the best collegiate 
players in the country in Vandenberg 
and Stubbs provides an added element 
to the squad that many opposing teams 
are unable to account for. Focusing too 
much attention on one half of the pair 
could leave the other one streaking 
down the sideline without coverage.’’ 
To read the article see www.thecrim-
son.com/article/2015/12/11/ultimate-
stubbs-vandenberg/ 

APc Lecture Series 
Presents Luckovich

The Alumni Parent Council will 
host Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist 
Mike Luckovich Thursday, Jan. 21, 
6:30 to 9 p.m. This event is open to 
all alumni parents. Please email to 
reserve your seat. 

Keep in Touch
We are trying to collect email ad-

dresses of all our alumni parents. 
Please send your email address to 
falivene.blair@paideiaschool.org so 
we can add you to our contact list 
and let you know about great events.

Paideia Alumni 2016  
calendar of Events
January 9
Basketball Tailgate

January 21
Alumni Parent Lecture Series with 
Mike Luckovich

march 23
Back to School Night

April 29
Alumni Reunion BBQ

April 30
Reunion Class Parties (1s and 6s)

Save the Date

Paideia 
Alumni 
Reunion 
Weekend
April 29-30
Email for more information:
falivene.blair@paideiaschool.org  

January 2016 • The Paideia Newsletter | 7 



THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving 

families with children ages three through 18. Paideia does 

not discriminate in employment or in admissions. It actively 

seeks racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student 

body. The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept 

of a child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 

The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 

Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 

30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 

web site at www.paideiaschool.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

P A I D 
Decatur, Georgia
Permit No. 281

Student Achievements
Three Paideia high school students, 

Alexa Levy ’17, Lindsay Horn ’18, and 
Anika Parashar ’19, passed the first 
audition for the All-State Concert and 
Symphonic Bands. Their high scores 
qualify them to be members of the Dis-
trict Honor band and the final audition 
for the All-State bands in January. 

Senior Dean Farris won seven 
medals in the Speedo Junior National 
Championships East at Georgia Tech 

Dec. 9-12 for having the fastest final 
heat in all of his individual events. Dean 
also was awarded the Pewter Plate for 
being the Junior National Champion-
ships East men’s highest point earner at 
the event for the top junior swimmers in 
the eastern half of the United States.

The Paideia junior high robotics team 
won the regional qualifier tournament 
at Tucker High School and advanced 
to the FLL Super Regionals. Members 

of the PiBots are Remy Bondurant, 
Eddie Keenan, Leo Sullivan, Chris 
Trowhill, and Owen Tucker.

Leo Sherwood posted a 95 out of a 
possible 100 score and passed his first-
round audition for the Middle School 
All-State Band. He is one of only three 
oboists in District 5 (Fulton County) 
headed to the final audition in early 
January.


