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30 Honored with Arts and Writing Awards
Thirty Paideia high school students have 

been honored with 2017 Scholastic Arts and 
Writing Regional Awards. Bronwyn Katz 
received one of only five nominations in 
Georgia for the national American Visions 
Award. Paideia’s photography program was 
awarded the most awards in the state.

The work of all the gold key award win-
ners moves on to national judging in March.

The 2017 Scholastic Award recipients are:

Gold Key Award
Lilly Bencich, Photography
Olive Duncan, Jewelry
Jake Gallant, Photography (2)
Kai Gee, Painting
Bronwyn Katz, Printmaking (3), Art Portfolio

Libby Kirk, Photography
Lilah Krugman, Photography
Isabel Pitman, Photography
Ahalya Ramgopal, Poetry
Pendleton Robinson, Photography (2)
Sophie Sadd, Printmaking
Matthew Schnell, Photography
Max Schwalbach, Photography (2)
Isaac Sencer, Photography
Catie Urquhart, Sculpture, Ceramics and Glass

Silver Key Award
Lucy Brewer, Photography (2)
Jack Friedman, Photography
Mira Kaufman, Mixed Media
Libby Kirk, Photography
Lilah Krugman, Photography
Ryan Murray, Photography (2)

Max Schwalbach, Photography
Catie Urquhart, Ceramics and Glass (2)
Audrey Woodward, Printmaking

Honorable Mention
Evy Disalvo, Photography (2)
Olivia Escobedo, Drawing and Illustration
Grace Futral, Printmaking
Eliza Gallant, Photography
Jake Gallant, Photography
Camille Juliano, Photography
Libby Kirk, Photography
Alana Mermin-Bunnell, Printmaking
Aiden Ouweleen, Digital Art
Thuan Tran, Poetry
Catie Urquhart, Ceramics and Glass (3), Jewelry
Jane Zen, Art Portfolio

11 Paideia 
Seniors 
Named 

National 
Merit 

Finalists

Eleven Paideia seniors were named 
finalists in the 2017 National Merit 
Scholarship Competition. They are: Logan 
Casey, Stuart Duffield, Daniel Fridkin, 
Lynn Jacobs, Mira Kaufman, Lucas 
Mavromatis, Ryan Radulovacki, Bess 
Renjilian, Owen Ribes, Lincoln Sorscher 
and Emma Tucker. Not pictured: Daniel 
Fridkin and Lucas Mavromatis.



community

Diversity Friday Helps Students Explore Facets of Culture 
Poetry, songs, a museum opening and one 

on one communications were just some of 
the topics featured during Diversity Fridays 
2017. Elementary age students took a break 
from their regular routines to experience 
some different topics through interaction 
with teachers, speakers and with each other.

Samara Simmons and her dad Khari 
shared their experience of attending the 
opening of the African American Museum 
of History and Culture in Washington, D. C. 
The father and daughter had slightly differ-
ent takes on the experience, but both agreed 
it was awesome to see President Barak 
Obama in person.

Samara recounted how a 99-year-old 
woman, the granddaughter of a slave, rang 
a bell of one of the oldest African American 

churches in the United States. She said that 
the museum, whose exterior is shaped like a 
crown, was different from any museum she’d 
ever visited. Her dad emphasized the work 
of a single individual whose efforts took 10 
years but who made the museum a reality.

In Elisa Herrera’s class on poetry, stu-
dents heard poems written in many different 
voices, then discussed how these poems ex-
pressed messages or painted mental pictures. 
A poem Elisa read about memories of New 
Orleans brought to mind sensory experiences 
of food and recollections of special places. 
Students attempted to write their own poems 
using one of these prompts: 1) a poem about 
home; or 2) pick a food that feels like home; 
or 3) a free write. Students then shared what 
they had written.

In Lina Wessel’s class, music from the 
1960s represented songs from Bob Dylan, 
traditional folk songs and other tunes of the 
times. Students discussed how the words of 
“What Have They Done to the Rain” and 
“Blowing in the Wind” expressed feelings 
such as fear of nuclear war and the burden of 
racial inequality, and the changes in society 
that were beginning to take place then.

In the elementary library, Natalie Bern-
stein and Alessandra Ribeiro talked with 
younger (K-2) students about how society 
defines whether something is for girls or 
boys. When they showed photos of people 
in professions including airline pilots and 

nurses and asked students what gender they 
associated with those jobs, many said a boy 
for the pilot and a girl for the nurse, even 
though two students said they had male rela-
tives who were nurses.

“I used to think this, (that only girls could 
be nurses) but now I think this (that boys can 
be nurses),” said Natalie. “It’s hard for us to 
say that we used to think a certain way but 
now we think another way, but this is how 
we learn,” she said. The class also identified 
some of their favorite books, including A 
Boy who Likes Pink.

In Brian Eames and Dan Durell’s room, 
students third grade and up tackled the topic 
“How to Talk” and “How to Listen”. They 
got handouts focusing on four different as-
pects of communication: mirror, summarize, 
validate and empathize.

The group paired off to study a sheet of 
questions together. Alex Crowley and Karla 
Urquiza shared a table and worked on mir-
roring each other’s speech, which they said 
was one of the harder parts of communica-
tions. Will Orr and Adam Willingham 
worked on the validating part of communica-
tions that they found the most difficult. They 
both agreed that the exercise in class prob-
ably would help them talk to their family and 
friends at some later time.

In Becca McCauley’s Cultural Diversity 
activity, she and a group of third through 

continued on page 7
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Hidden Figures — Hidden History
By Rosalinda Ratajczak,  
High School Math Teacher

The movie Hidden Figures was among the 
2017 Best Picture nominees for the Academy 
Awards. Why would I give my students extra 
credit for watching it and giving me written 
comments? Well - there aren’t many movies 
that celebrate math, female mathematicians 
and especially African-American female 
mathematicians, so I thought it was relevant 
and important.

The movie tells the story of an amazing 
group of African-American women who 
worked as human “computers” at NASA 
in the early 1960s. They had to deal with 
both gender and racial discrimination. These 
women had already breached barriers just 
getting to their jobs and their work contrib-
uted greatly to the success of the Shepard 
and Glenn early space flights. Thanks to this 
film, based on the wonderful book by Lee 
Shetterly, this forgotten history has been 
revealed.

Over 20 of my students saw the movie 
and wrote heartfelt comments about what 
they learned. In their comments, my students 
expressed familiarity with racial segregation 
and discrimination of that period, but were 
surprised by some of the gender bias and the 
limited and lowered expectations for women. 
The reminder that both types of discrimina-
tion were not illegal shocked some. While 
conceding improvement in the last 50 years, 
they noted that bias still exists. News stories 
highlight remaining issues for racial justice. 
Closer to home, several cited the fact that 
Paideia fans fail to show the same support 
for girls’ teams as for boys’.

Almost every one of my students who 

saw the movie reported how shocked they 
were seeing Katherine Johnson leave her 
building and walk several blocks in all kinds 
of weather just to get to a “colored female 
restroom.” My reaction was slightly differ-
ent. I too was sad and outraged, but I was not 
surprised.

I went to college from 1962 to 1966, 
studying math at Harvard (nominally study-
ing at “Radcliffe”, a college with no classes 
and no professors.) Math classes took place 
in Sever Hall, which did not have restrooms 
for female students. When nature called, we 
(few) female mathies had to go down three 
flights of stairs and out the door, crossing the 
“Yard” with its winds and snow, around a 
building and down into the dingy basement 
of Memorial Church, where a female student 
restroom was located. 

When Mary Jackson wanted to take some 
engineering prerequisite classes, she had to 
go to court. She did win the right to go to 
a school that had only allowed whites. On 
entering her course classroom for the first 
time, she encountered a flustered professor 
who, conceding he lost the race issue, spoke 
a classic line, “But we don’t have a phys-
ics curriculum for women.” She stayed and 
achieved her goal of an engineering degree. 
If she took a bus to get to school, however, 
she still had to sit in the back.

In my Catholic high school, which was 
co-instructional, not coed, the different de-
partments were staffed by American nuns, 
Irish nuns, diocesan priests, Irish brothers, 
and refugee Hungarian priests. Some of our 
classes were co-ed; some were single-sex, 
depending on the rules of the various teach-
ing groups. The Irish brothers, who were not 
allowed to teach women, taught the senior 

honors math course, analytic geometry and 
trig. I really resented this and, along with my 
friends and their parents, got the school to 
request a dispensation from the Irish Head 
of the Brothers. We got it and were the first 
women at my high school to have four years 
of math. Of course, we had to sit in the back 
of the room so we wouldn’t tempt our poor 
teacher away from his celibacy. 

The same argument, slightly updated, was 
used at Harvard to keep female students out 
of the main undergraduate library. Those 
poor fellows wouldn’t be able to pay atten-
tion to their studies if women came into the 
library to check out required reading, waft-
ing their perfume and looking sexy in their 
revealing parkas, mittens and snow boots. 
When I went for the annual department ma-
jor advising, I was told, “You should really 
choose another major. Women don’t make 
good mathematicians.” 

Several times during the movie, the 
women were denied something they wanted 
because “it had never been done before.” In 
Mary Jackson’s court scene, the judge wasn’t 
inclined to change the school rules for her 
because “it’s never been that way.” Her 
response was eloquent, “And there’s never 
been a human in space before either”. 

The so-called “colored computer” women 
in the movie showed courage, resilience, 
and a clear understanding of how the whites 
held power and dealt out injustice. Dorothy 
Vaughn knew she was unjustly underpaid 
for her supervisory work. I applauded her 
“theft” of the library book about FORTRAN 
from which she learned a skill for the future 
and made sure the women under her were 
prepared as well. And, when Katherine John-

Schein Fund 
Brings New 
Junior High 

Writer-in-
Residence

Brendan Kiely is the latest in the series of writers-
in-residence in the junior high made possible by the 
Martha and Bernie Schein Literary Enhancement 
Fund. The fund is named in honor of former long-
time Paideia junior high teachers Bernie and Martha 
Schein and supports two authors-in-residence annu-
ally in the junior high.  

Kiely is an award winning young adult author 
whose latest book is The Last True Love Story. He 

also wrote The Gospel of Winter and All American 
Boys, which he co-wrote with Jason Reynolds. 

Brendan kept a busy schedule of meetings over 
two days, talking to students about the process 
of writing, his published books and social justice 
themes. The narrative of All American Boys is about 
the different experiences of a white teenage boy and 
those of a teenage boy of color. The book won the 
Coretta Scott King Honor Award.  

continued on page 7
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High School Assembly Offers 
Muslim Students’ Perspectives

Four Paideia high school students spoke about their experiences as Muslims at a high 
school assembly during short term.

After watching a harsh video of a death threat phone call in Texas in which a Muslim 
place of worship was targeted. Sophomores Bibi Muse and Hasna Chowdhury (who 
also spoke at a similar event last year) sat on a panel in the theater along with Asiya 
Abawari, also a sophomore and Zoya Fazal, a freshman. The students took turns speak-
ing and answering questions. 

One of the girls told of her 12-year-old sister’s experience on a school bus, when mid-
dle schoolers yanked a new girl’s hijab (Muslim head scarf) off her head and the person 
driving the bus did nothing to stop the aggression. She said that the girl who was attacked 
never came back to that school again.

Her fellow panelists talked about attending a religious school at a mosque and how 
other students there warned her not to even discuss subjects like ISIS fearing that the 
school might be investigated. She said she felt “the only thing that separates me from oth-
ers is my religion and I feel like I’m stuck in a box and can’t get out of it.” 

The third speaker told the group that most of her friends are Christians and that she 
and her mother had never made a habit of wearing the hijab scarf except when they go 
to the mosque, so they had likely avoided some problems of being identified as Muslim. 
She then talked about going to the DeKalb Farmers’ Market and having people staring at 
her and giving her weird looks. She was, like the other girls, quick to say that school life 
at Paideia was never difficult for them, but the world outside of school presented chal-
lenges.

Zoya, who spoke last, explained ISIS, calling it a political, not a religious ideal. “The 
word jihadist means someone who leads a war, and they take it to mean that they can en-
gage in a holy war against all non believers…. they believe whoever doesn’t follow Allah 
should be killed, and they kill more Muslims than non-Muslims,” she explained. She said 
she doesn’t consider ISIS as Islam, adding, “If you kill someone, it’s not upholding the 
values of Islam.

“A real Muslim has good intentions and is loving and compassionate to others,” she 
said.

Questions from the audience included one about wearing the hijab scarf and praying.
“Some people think the hijab is a form of oppression, but it’s really about modesty and 

finding your way to God,” said one of the panelists. Another told the story about how she 
would leave her house for school with the scarf on, then take it off at school. When some-
one told on her, she got into trouble at home. She has finally made peace with the scarf 
saying, “To me, it symbolizes being complete.”

They were also asked about praying and how Muslims are expected pray five times a 
day pointed toward Mecca. One girl said the holy month of Ramadan is a good time to 
learn to pray, and said that any place will do as long as the space has a clean floor.

Another girl said that praying five times a day while in school has a lot of variables to 
work out, such as the timing and the location and the direction of Mecca. “It’s hard to do 
outside your home,” she said.

The idea for the open discussion came about last year when some Muslim students ap-
proached high school social studies teacher Marty Hays and asked for help organizing 
an assembly. That assembly was well received. Marty said the same students approached 
him about doing an updated assembly now because they said things are much worse now 
than they were last year, and two additional Muslim students wanted to speak.

StuDENt 
ACHiEvEMENtS

The junior high Academic Bowl team, 
Nikhel Krishna, Elliott Adams, Javi-
er Pardo and Sean Zheng, competed 
in the finals against Chamblee Middle 
School at River Trail Middle School’s Wolf 
Ward IV in February. Paideia’s seventh 
grade team, Sophie Lyman, Reese 
Harward, Jesse Chang-Frieden, Ro-
han Leveille and Miles Kirsh, won the 
Rising Star Division. Paideia B team, Kai-
ya Patel, Robert Pickel and Mariana 
Henriquez, also competed impressively 
in the main draw.

Three high school students, Sarah 
Chen ’18, Jordan Leslie’20 and Mat-
thew Shu ’18 and one junior high 
student, Evan Nicholson, were named 
to the 2017 Georgia Music Educators As-
sociation’s All-State Orchestra.

Junior David Chi won a gold medal 
at the Georgia  Archery Association State 
JOAD Indoor Competition held in States-
boro, Ga. on Feb. 4, 2017.

Kai Carter ’19 was named to First 
All-Region basketball team and the 
All-State Single A private school team. 
Christina Walker ’20 was named 
Honorable Mention All-Region.

Jalen Essick ’18 was named to the 
Second All-Region basketball team and 
Solomon Burt-Murray ’17 was named 
Honorable Mention All-Region.

Three high school students who par-
ticipated in Model UN at the Woodward 
conference in January won awards. Eliza 
Gallant and Mimi Wanamaker won 
“Best Position Paper” and Casey Ser-
rano won “Best Delegate- Honorable 
Mention.” 
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Swim Senior Night Fiddler on the Roof

Junior High Class Delves into Novel Girl in Translation 
Seventh and eighth graders in Bonnie 

Sparling’s literature class delved deep 
into the semiautobiographical novel Girl 
in Translation, exploring the themes of the 
book in a short term class called ”the life of 
a garment.”

The class met twice a week to consider the 
story of immigrant life seen through the eyes 
of a young girl from Hong Kong, author Jean 
Kwok, who immigrated to New York City 
for a better life, then found herself working 
in a garment sweatshop. One of the ques-
tions they were to try to answer, said Bonnie, 
was “how do you develop empathy?”

“Throughout our discussions, we examined 
how the main character, Kim, lives in worlds 

so foreign to her that she must ‘translate’ not 
only the language, but also aspects of her 
identity, in order to fit in, or make progress in 
keeping with her ambitions,” said Bonnie.

The subject of immigration is a current 
one, she said, and made for opportunities for 
the 16 students to ask questions about the 
life of a garment, from production to distri-
bution to being discarded as trash and then 
possible recycling. Students researched how 
common pieces of their wardrobes, including 
Levis, socks, sneakers, and t-shirts are manu-
factured and where and by whom.

“They looked at what’s wasted in the 
process and what kinds of base materials are 
used, from petroleum-based to natural fiber 

or organic fibers,” said Bonnie. In addition 
to the question of empathy, the study also fo-
cused on environmental questions and child 
labor laws.

Eighth grader Will Reilly wrote about 
the experience: “In addition to reading this 
book, we read an article about the path a 
clothing item takes from seed to sale. This 
article highlighted the difference of clothing 
made from Bt cotton, a genetically modi-
fied version of cotton I never knew existed, 
and natural cotton, a more environmentally 
friendly option. After reading both this book 
and the article, I think I will be more mindful 
and aware of the cotton products I choose to 
buy.”

The high school musical this year was Fiddler on the 
Roof.  The three evening performances on  Jan. 24, 25 and 26 
brought Tevye, his family and fellow villagers and their tradi-
tions “To Life” before enthralled audiences.Senior swimmers and their parents at Senior Night.

Basketball Senior Night Basketball senior players were joined by their parents and coaches on Senior Night.
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By Tania Herbert 
Urban Agriculture Coordinator

Each year at the faculty-staff retreat Paul 
Bianchi asks several teachers to give a 
“Why I Teach” speech. The speeches inspire 
their listeners as they prepare for a new 
school year. Tania Herbert, Paideia alumni 
parent and the coordinator of Paideia’s fer-
tile urban agriculture program, was one of 
the teachers who spoke this year.

I teach because it gives me hope. 
I could easily see myself slipping into 

despair except for the fact that I have so 
much hope.  This hope bubbles up inside me 
every day as I work alongside my students 
who share my sense of wonder as we grow, 
harvest and experience the good, clean food 
that comes out of our collaboration.  We are 
focused on our common desires to learn and 
to protect our soil, the fungi, our water, air, 
the pollinators, care for our chickens and to 
feed our community. 

 Being able to actually do something tan-
gible to combat climate change, address food 
security, and promote biodiversity is easier 
than you might think. 

We all worry about these massive abstract 
problems and looming global crises but 
providing opportunities at the local level, 
literally in our back yard, for our children to 
engage in meaningful ways will help them 
to better understand those abstract issues.  
It provides them with the knowledge and 
language to participate in the discussion. It 
gives them a toolbox to help build the world 
they want to live in… and it also gives them 
hope. 

Hope gives you the courage to get out 
there and do something.

I want our students to stand up to the gi-
ants who try to push monocultures onto our 
farms, onto our plates and into our minds. 

I want our students to speak up for them 
selves and for their communities, to feed the 
hungry, and defend the diversity of species 
whose existence supports our own. 

I don’t want our students to be anxious, 
afraid, or feel helpless. I want them to be 

hopeful, courageous and 
engaged.

This is why I teach 
– because every time a 
student is moved to act 
in any way on behalf of 
this planet, it gives me 
hope that we are in this 
together.

But there is a second part to this. 
My title is “Why I teach at Paideia.”
I teach at Paideia because you created a 

space for me.
I have been searching for something for a 

long time.  I used to say how much I wished 
I had attended a school like Paideia. When 
I was in third grade I remember having to 
write hundreds of lines as a punishment: “I 
will not dance, I will not dance.”  My teach-
ers often stuck me in a corner and frequently 
I was sent to the cloakroom (where I would 
dance). 

I attended so many different colleges and 
universities that my husband jokes I should 
have written the guide to Canadian schools.  

I really don’t have a lot of fond memories 
of school. 

When our last child graduated from Pai-
deia we already knew we had found a great 
school for our kids but it was also a great 
school for me. I have been attending Paideia 
longer than most students. As a parent, a 
volunteer, and a member of the Green Team, 
the opportunities for me to learn have been 
endless.  

My education at Paideia focused on com-
munity engagement, waste management and 
farming. I had kick-ass mentors, and my 
ideas were heard and valued. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise was that I 
loved school and I loved the students. 

When I graduated you offered me a job.  
I didn’t know at the time it was for a teach-
ing position I thought I was the highest paid 
farmer around.  

I have come to understand I am both.  
My classroom is outside. I work with fifth 

grade medieval farmers, second grade poul-
try farmers, traditional Inca farmers from the 

Why i teach at Paideia fourth grade, food justice 
advocates in the junior 
high and plant biologists 
in the high school. 

The educational op-
portunities are every-
where for me and my 
students as we farm and 
learn alongside each 
other.

Sustainable farming 
and teaching have a lot 
in common.  

They are both a rich and organic process.
I teach at Paideia because I am a member 

of a school community that wants me to rock 
the boat, that challenges me to look at the 
world a little differently, that gives me the 
courage to explore, and then supports my ef-
forts when I do that. 

I hope to do the same for my students.
Dorothy Day, a radical and social activist, 

said, “You will know your vocation by the 
joy that it brings you. You will know.”  

I know that I am both a teacher and a 
farmer.  

I also know that no other job could pos-
sibly bring me more joy.

This past June I found a letter folded on 
my desk from an elementary student and 
it said how she always sees me running all 
over campus and she was thankful for how 
hard I worked and for teaching her how to 
grow Russian heirloom fingerling potatoes.  
Reading between those lines I could tell she 
understands that I don’t always run because 
I’m late, often I run because I’m happy and 
I’m really excited to get where I’m going.

So I teach because it is my source of hope 
and through my passion for sustainable 
agriculture I want to foster that hope in my 
students.  

Where I teach is significant. 
My headmaster, my co-teachers, my ad-

ministrators, our staff, our coaches, the par-
ents, the families who lend us land, and the 
students, have all helped to create a space for 
me in this community that goes far beyond 
the physical spaces of the farms and gardens. 

What we manage to accomplish together 
is so much more than any one person could 
do alone. 
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• Katelyn Wiltsee ’98 had an event-
ful 2016. It included her marriage 
to long-time love Christopher, and 
they later welcomed baby Victoria in 
September. She also started a new posi-
tion in corporate social responsibility at 
Turner, where she has worked since 2007.  
She manages philanthropic relationships 
and spending, volunteer engagement, and 
community outreach programs.  Katelyn 
and Christopher, their seven-year-old 
daughter Kaia and Victoria live in Lake 
Claire, Atlanta. 

• Jenny (Kunkler) Donley ’98 and her 
husband Dusty welcomed a son, Myles, 
in May of 2015. They live in Ada, Ohio, 
where Jenny has been an academic librar-
ian at Ohio Northern University since 
2009.

• Jessie Alexander ’01 writes, “We 
moved to Asheville, N.C. in August of 
last year because I was hired as the new 
program director for Silver Ridge (a ho-
listic, residential treatment hospital) in 

Asheville. Hunter Alexander ’01 works 
as the editorial manager for the Aesthetic 
Surgery Journal. We have two little girls 
Adrienne (6) and Zoe (4) who are loving 
their new mountain life which includes 
daily turkey sightings and occasional 
black bear encounters.” 

• Amy Hailes ’06 writes, “ I wrapped up 
six months on the Hillary For America 
tech team in November.  After a few 
months recuperating back in Boston, I’ve 
now accepted an offer to join the New 
York Times tech team.  I will be moving 
back to New York and starting there mid-
February.

• Cole Sullivan ’14 has won the second 
place award from the William Randolph 
Hearst Foundation in its 2016-2017 
Journalism Awards Program’s television 
broadcast features competition. Sullivan 
was among the five top television winners 
selected from 98 entrants from 56 schools. 
Those winners will submit additional 
entries for a semi-final round of judging. 

Compiled by Anna Beck, Director of Alumni Relations

 

alumni news

Sullivan, who is a student at the Univer-
sity of Southern California, was awarded 
$2,000, and his school will receive a 
matching grant.

• Hannah Barnett ’16 writes, “I am a 
freshman at the College of Charleston and 
last semester enrolled in a pre-modern his-
tory class with fellow Paideia alum, Profes-
sor Adam Domby ’02. He is known as 
a very hard grader and after being in his 
class for a while, I realized we were both 
working hard to make our Paideia teachers 
(especially our history teachers) proud.

ALuMNi REMiNDERS
March 11
Storytime with Natalie Bernstein
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Elementary library

April 28-April 30
Alumni Weekend and Reunions 
All day

 

sixth grad-
ers looked 
at slides/im-
ages of various 
groups protest-
ing at different 
points in time 
and place, 
and talked 
about what the 
people were 
protesting and 
some of the 
circumstances 
surrounding 
each occasion. 
Becca had 
help from both 
school librar-
ians Natalie 
Bernstein and 
Anna Watkins in collecting images. The group had a brief period 
in which the kids wrote poems based either on one of the images 
or on feelings that arose from the images or the ensuing discus-
sion. The poem here was written in the class. 
  

Unfair
Poem for two voices
By Raffaella Merino

Not fair! Not fair!
no more
War War
 people killed
some injured
Peace! Peace!
 don’t fight
use words of love
Stop! Stop!
 segregation
let’s do a
March! March!
with King
 stop slavery
nowadays
 we hold
hands and hands and
sing like you wanted sing like you wanted
us to do us to do

Diversity Fridays continued from page 2 Hidden Figures continued from page 3

son solved the problem of merging the elliptical and parabolic orbits with 
Euler’s method I really cheered, only to be outraged again when the solu-
tion was published under the name of her (jerk) superior.

I worked at NASA the summer of 1965 and at the RAND Corporation in 
1970. I was the only female summer intern at my NASA branch and one of 
two at RAND. In both cases, the male interns had better assignments, bet-
ter offices, and better contacts with the professionals. At NASA, the group 
would meet at a bar across the street after work. I couldn’t attend because 
many bars in that era would not allow women until 7 p.m. 

When I speak to my students of my own experiences with gender dis-
crimination I am not looking for sympathy, but I want the history remem-
bered. Women who would not or could not fit into gender stereotypes did 
face obstacles and difficulties, even as recently as in my lifetime. 

White women may not have been able to pursue their “dreams,” but they 
may have had some access to privilege and power through association with 
white men as fathers, husbands, brothers, etc. 

The African American women in the movie did not have connections to 
power to mitigate the gender issue and had the additional burden of racial 
discrimination. 

I want my students to develop empathy with anyone facing any kind of 
discrimination. To do that, they need to be aware of the history of gender 
and racial relations. Hidden Figures is direct rather than subtle, but it will 
open many eyes without rhetoric or preaching. This is no dry documentary: 
the film presents the history with warmth, passion, and even some humor. 

I’d give it an A. 
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving 
families with children ages three through 18. Paideia does 
not discriminate in employment or in admissions. It actively 
seeks racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student 
body. The ancient Greek word conveys the concept of a 
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.
The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 
month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 
address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-
tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 
web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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2017-2018 Paideia School Calendar
Wednesday August 16 School Starts

Monday September 4 No School - Labor Day

Thursday September 21 No School ~ Rosh Hashanah

Thursday & Friday  October 12 & 13 No School - Fall Break

Wednesday October 25 Half Day and Elementary School Early Dismissal 

Monday November 6 Conference Day, No School for Half Day, Elementary and Junior High Only  
~ High School in Session

Wed., Thur., & Fri. Nov. 22, 23 & 24 No School ~ Thanksgiving Break

Friday December 15  Last Day before Holiday Break

Wednesday   January 3 Classes Resume from Holiday Break

Monday January 15 No School ~ MLK, Jr. Holiday

Friday January 26 No School for High School Only  
~ Half Day, Elementary and Junior High in Session

Monday February 19 No School ~ Admissions Day

Thursday & Friday March 1 & 2 No School ~ Winter Break

Wednesday March 21 No School ~ Professional Development  Day

Monday - Friday April 2-6 No School ~ Spring Break

Monday April 16 Conference Day, No School for Half Day, Elementary and Junior High Only 
~ High School in Session

Monday May 7 No School for High School Only  
~ Half Day, Elementary and Junior High in Session

Monday May 28  No School ~ Memorial Day  

Friday    June 1  Last Day of School

     


