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Ready, Set, Bid at Wishbook and Online Pajama Auction

The Paideia instructional technology 
team is collaborating with teachers at 
all levels of the school to provide more 
opportunities for students to experiment 
with activities in the areas of science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math 
or STEAM.

For the third year, Paideia students are 
participating in the “Hour of Code”, a 
global movement reaching millions of 
students in 180-plus countries. The web-
site hourofcode.com/us provides activi-

ties and challenges for all ages. Through 
this program, over 100 million students 
have tried an hour of code in 40 different 
languages. This year, Paideia students at 
all school levels got a chance to partici-
pate. Students in the elementary experi-
enced coding in Kirsty Lubicz-Nawroc-
ka’s science classes using apps and web-
sites like Code.org. Junior high students 
were introduced to coding in Che Calix’s 
seventh grade science class through Code.
org games and tutorials. Junior high and 

high school students competed in a Co-
deCombat challenge. CodeCombat is a 
web fantasy game that teaches players the 
basics of computer science. Players don’t 
learn to be engineers by playing Code-
Combat; they learn the more important 
foundational skills like formal syntax, 
conditional logic, and variables. The game 
itself is set in a fantasy realm in which the 
player must code to defeat the forces of 
the marauding ogre hordes. 

continued on page 7  

STEAM Is Rising Around Paideia 

GuEST AucTIOnEER 
BRInGS MORE Fun  
And ExcITEMEnT!

Read more 
on page 10

Sick of dream-dulling winter doldrums? Ready to wave a magic 
wand and appear at a fabulous party? Well book your favorite 
babysitter and dust off your ball gown (okay, your nicest jeans will 
do!), because the 2016 Paideia Auction for financial aid will soon 
be upon us! This year’s most wished-for invitation, “Wishbook”, 
is officially granted on Saturday, March 19 at the newly renovated 
Ponce City Market! As always, 100 percent of the proceeds from 
the auction benefit Paideia’s financial aid program. Doors open at 
6 p.m., so download your wish list, come early, and bid often!

You already know you can count on plenty of delicious food 
and drink, loads of socializing, and a fabulous array of items to bid 
on. But don’t forget to get those texting thumbs in shape, as we’ll 
be using Text 2 Bid, our mobile bidding system, again this year. 
Bring along your charged cell phone in a pocket or purse, and bid 
the night away via phone text! No more hovering around paper bid 
sheets; you’re free to wander and explore, bidding from anywhere 
in the room with the press of a finger! And don’t worry - there’ll 
be plenty of help should you need technical support. 

And to make sure you get in the wish-granting spirit early, all 
you need is your laptop and some propped pillows to participate 
in the auction’s best-kept secret, our online Pajama Auction, open 
March 4th - 13th. Bid to your heart’s content, all without budging 
off the couch! The Pajama Auction features our largest offering 
of items, including items NOT found at the March 19th Ponce 
City Market event, available exclusively during this time frame, 
and offers a great opportunity to check items off your wish list in 
the comfort of your own home. So head to www.paideiaschool.
org/auction, snuggle deeper in your blanket, and feel cozy in the 
knowledge that your bidding goes directly to Financial Aid!

But don’t wait until March to visit 
the auction website. There’s so much 
to do now! Go to www.paideiaschool.
org/auction and scroll through Paid-
eia’s popular online auction catalog to 
study the hundreds of items offered in 
the Pajama Auction as well as at Ponce 
City Market. Make your wish list. Pur-

chase your auction and tuition raffle tickets. Update your credit 
card information to avoid waiting in line on March 19th. You’ll 
also want to “Like” Paideia Auction on Facebook to view featured 
auction items and receive crucial auction updates! 

The annual auction is Paideia’s largest fundraiser of the year, 
and we need your help to make it a success. Many thanks to all 
parents, grandparents, alums, alum parents and special friends who 
have already contributed time, funding, and auction donations to 
this year’s event. It’s not too late to donate items! Donate online at 
www.paideiaschool.org/auction. For more information, contact 
Sarah Ellyson, ellyson.sarah@comcast.net, or Susan Goico, 
sewalker_alas@yahoo.com, parent donation co-chairs. And if you 
haven’t yet volunteered, please consider helping with event set-up, 
raffle ticket sales, data entry, guest check-in, or one of the many 
other available job opportunities listed online at the school website 
in the Parent Portal, under Parent Sign Up Center. 



cOMMunITy

The recent spell of wintry 
weather may cause some 

to wonder how Paul 
Bianchi, headmaster, 

handles the challenge of 
when to call off school 

because of snow. 

I have always liked my job, almost all 
parts of it. As head of Paideia School, I 
don’t mind the long hours, the evening 
meetings, the carpool lines, or the clut-
ter of a typical school day. I have learned 
to survive in a world where ambiguity 
abounds and where I have to fend off 
those armed with universal certainties. I 
am well suited for this line of work.

Mostly. The one aspect of my job that 
I don’t like, and never have, and at which 
I never seem to get any better, is mak-
ing the decision to call off school when 
snowflakes come our way. Never is it 
lonelier, or colder, at the top than on those 
mornings when wintry weather threatens 
our normal routine.  Hours before sunrise, 
when most people are still in bed and 
should be, I am up trying to decide what 
to do with little or no dependable infor-
mation. 

If our school were in North Dakota 
or New Hampshire where snow and ice 
storms are weekly events, I would be ex-
perienced in calling off school and have 
lots of good, quantifiable data to rely on. 

In Atlanta, real wintry weather is rare and 
often poorly forecast. I try not to over-
react to the overreactions and hold my 
Northern skepticism in check. It’s not 
easy.

Nor is it easy to avoid being swayed by 
the decisions of other schools and school 
systems, the snowball effect, so to speak. 
The larger the school system, the more I 
assume that someone there must have in-
side information on how much snow and 
ice are coming our way, when it will land, 
and how slippery it will be. Of course, 
they don’t. Officials at those schools are 
tuned to the same television stations I 
am, looking apprehensively out their own 
dark kitchen windows, listening to the 
same uncertain experts. Besides, their 
problems with hundreds of miles of bus 
routes along winding suburban roads are 
not entirely relevant to an intown school 
with no buses.

Sometimes in the middle of my pre-
dawn indecision I jump in the car and 
head out looking for snowflakes or patch-
es of ice. I hardly ever find any, but all 

calling a Snow day
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that means is that the bad weather, or the 
alleged bad weather, has not yet arrived. 
What if it arrives, as tentatively forecast, 
between 8:00 and 8:15 a.m., right in the 
middle of carpool; parents would begin 
slip-sliding in front of the school, careen-
ing off the road, dropping off frightened 
children to classrooms where there might 
not be any teachers because they were un-
able to get to work? 

But often, I would say usually, the ice 
and snow unseen on my predawn travels 
remain unseen. The result is that Atlanta 
experiences a Winter Non-event, and I 
become the wimp who called off school 
because of cloudy skies. That’s hard on 
the self-image. 

At Paideia I have a reputation for not 
calling off school. Some would say that 
I enjoy my reputation for not calling off 
school. Like many reputations, some of 
it is true, some of it is exaggeration.  I 
admit my bias is to keep the place open. I 
believe in school, an appropriate position 
for a schoolmaster. 

It is not, however, a popular position, 

even in one’s own home. I remember 
years ago being booed at breakfast by my 
own children, Judas, Brutus, and Benedict 
Arnold Bianchi for not calling off school. 
“How could you?” they would wail. Do 
you know what our friends are going to 
say about you?” Winter weather, real 
and imagined, alternately makes martyrs 
or fools of school officials. It engenders 
feelings of persecution, and sometimes 
even the reality of persecution.

 Rarely does it end well. A few years 
ago we had one of those unusual happy 
endings. The snow that amounted to little 
on a Wednesday began to accumulate be-
fore suppertime that evening.  Every dog 
training school and university in the area 
called off classes. The snow piled up with 
no hope of a warming trend.  At 8 p.m., I 
took my ride. I had some trouble getting 
up my street, and the main roads were 
not much better. I returned home, know-
ing the right thing to do and determined 
to do it without delay. I called the special 
phone numbers principals and superin-
tendents are given, provided the secret 
codes. It was all over in less than 10 min-
utes. And the snow never let up causing 
me to regret my decision. I didn’t have 
to get up before dawn. No one called to 
persuade me to call off classes. I was a 
hero among the children and faculty, and 
unchallenged by parents.

For once, for just one shining, snowy 
moment, I had done both the right thing 
and popular thing. It will be years before 
that happens again. 

      . . . Often, I would say 
usually, the ice and snow 
remain unseen. The result 
is that Atlanta experiences 
a Winter Non-event, and 
I become the wimp who 
called off school because  
of cloudy skies. That’s  
hard on the self-image.”
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cOMMunITy

Fernando the Tortoise Gets a new Habitat 

Thanks to funds from the Sustainability Committee, Fernando, 
the class tortoise in Elisa Reddick and Kristen Davis’s class-
room, got a bigger, more suitable habitat to live in and preparing 
his new home evolved into a science lesson. Alum Elliott Diggs 
’06, who is knowledgeable about reptiles and amphibians, helped 
develop the new habitat and came to class to help explain why 
the new glass enclosure will be a much, much better place for 
Fernando.

Elementary science coordinator Kirsty Lubicz-Nawrocka 
began the discussion by explaining to the class that Fernando is 
one of a class of tortoises who are basically wanderers. Despite 
their reputations as slow beings, they really do like to move, 
she said. Thomas Wessels ’00, who assists in the class, noticed 
that Fernando was throwing his body up against the walls of his 
old habitat, and asked Kirsty if it was big enough. That’s when 
plans to make the new habitat’s construction by Tom Gottlieb, 
maintenance manager, got underway. The new box is 6 ft. by 
2 and ½ feet with wide glass walls compared to his old home, 
which was a large glass terrarium.

Kirsty emphasized that transitioning Fernando into a more 
suitable environment will help him live a better life. “It’s our 
responsibility to make his environment suitable for him… Fer-
nando was born with certain behaviors that he needs to do and 
wandering is one of them,” she said. The new space was deemed 
a Taj Mahal for a tortoise, and Tom did the honors of cutting the 
ribbon wrapped around the sides.

Fernando is a Russian tortoise and not native to Georgia, El-
liott explained. Elisa purchased Fernando from a pet store and 
brought him to school in August. According to Elliott, not many 
of these tortoises are born in captivity. “When you have a wild 
animal in captivity they can exhibit stressful behavior, like Fer-

nando was doing,” said Elliott. He explained that tortoises are 
vegetarians who eat things like weeds, strawberries, carrots, 
lettuce, kale and greens, and they have a sharp beak to bite into 
food, but do not chew it. The box was placed high above the 
room so that Fernando does not get scared by all the activity in 
the classroom.

Elisa asked how the students could make Fernando more 
comfortable, and Elliott suggested that they try to keep the noise 
level down and that they should not tap on the glass. He also ex-
plained that Russian tortoises live a long time, and that Fernando 
could live to be 80.

Eventually, an outdoor enclosure will be built to house Fernan-
do, and he might one day return to the wild. In the meantime, class 
members focused making his new home habitable. As part of his 
“housewarming”, the students lined the bottom of the enclosure 
with substrate made from coconut fiber, so he can dig. They added 
a water dish big enough for him to sit in, and two heating sources 

AFTER

BEFORE 

continued on page 8
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Elementary Students Experience cultural Explorations 
By Anne Dukes, Communications Assistant

Music, cooking, crafts and games were 
included in fun Fridays in January when 
elementary students had a chance to try 
new things. For 2016, the name of the 
program was changed to Cultural Explo-
rations, but there was no change in the 
levels of enthusiasm found in activities 
from around the world.

In Cecelia and Diana’s room, students 
applied fine motor skills to the art of 
making Polish Gwiazdy—or stars. The 
paper cutting craft allowed students to 
pick their color schemes and carefully 
create art that resembled snowflakes or 
stars. Jonah Schwartz of Jonny and 
Adrianne’s class chose the colors blue 
and gold and said, “I’m a terrible folder, 
but I love to be doing this at school.” 
Luca Horn-Morawa, also in Johnny and 
Adrianne’s class, chose silver and red to 
highlight the shapes of his stars. 

In an introduction to Latin American 
poetry, elementary teacher Elisa Herrera 
gathered five boys around a table and 
read the poem “My Grandfather’s House” 
in Spanish. The students then read the 
poem aloud in English and talked about 
the various interpretations of the poem.

In Lina’s class upstairs in the 1509 
building, Geography Jeopardy was the 
name of the game. Students enthusiasti-
cally called out answers to questions on 
topics including mountains and conti-
nents and won points in the competition. 
Singing the catchy Jeopardy theme was 
also part of the fun. 

In Becca and David’s room, 19 excited 
students created colorful pinatas. They 
decorated paper sacks that were loaded 
with candy to be broken open in a cele-
bration.  Pinatas are often the highlight of 
special celebrations such as birthdays in 
Hispanic countries. The Paideia students 
also raved about their creations’ versatil-
ity. Wilson Kerr-Havey was especially 
thrilled with his creation. “You just hold 

the bottom and then let 
all the candy fall out…
it’s useable anytime for a 
celebration, even at Han-
nukah,” he said.

Hudson Joyner said 
this was her first pinata 
that she has made and 
she planned to save hers 
and use it at her birthday 
party in June. She cradled 
it carefully in her lap so 
she could keep it safe for 
a few months. 

Dream catchers were created in the  
elementary science lab space with Isa-
belle, Kristen and Lauren. Thirteen stu-
dents gathered in small groups at tables 
to work on wreaths made of grapevines to 
weave strings back and through the space 
to make dream catchers, which come 
from Native American culture. Native 
Americans wove dream catchers to trap 
bad dreams and let good dreams travel 
down the strings or feathers to the person 
who possesses them. The Ojibwa are 
believed to be the first Native Americans 
to use dream catchers. Joanna Wallack 

from Cecelia and Diana’s 
class said that she thought 
hers expressed her own 
dream of singing and 
dancing and following 
her dream. Evie Babcock 
from Alessandra and 
Luke’s class explained 
that the creations don’t 
have to be perfect to do 
their job. 

Diana headed up the 
effort to make Cultural 

Explorations happen, complete with many 
varied activities and instructors and sched-
uling and arranging for outside entertain-
ment, such as the Ritmo Blue concert in 
the theater on Jan. 29. That performance 
featured high energy percussion rendi-
tions of music from all over the world. 
It’s worth the work to bring this event to 
life she said. “It’s a chance for students to 
study customs and traditions of cultures 
around the globe. The entire elementary 
faculty teaches classes based on their in-
terests, and a few student favorites are Tea 
with Dan, Stepping with Tony and Tele-
novelas with Annie,” she said.
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Elementary Takes a close Look at Trees

Students in Tony Carter and Emily 
Austin’s class are doing a yearlong study 
of trees. If you are on campus you may 
see small groups of students outside clus-
tered around trees with notebooks and 
pencils in hand. Not only are they observ-
ing the trees, they are also naming them 
and making some of them into neighbor-
hoods, all in the name of science.

Elsie Johnson, Avery Harper, and 
Gabby Short recently gathered together 
around a newly planted magnolia tree 
between the 1509 and Pi buildings. The 
girls named their tree “Little Star” which 
they will change to “Big Star” as it 
grows. They also noted many other much 
bigger magnolias all around the area. 
They will be watching the tree as its shiny 
green leaves grow and in the spring when 
white flowers will appear. Gabby said, “It 
will look so cute when the flowers come.”

Hayes Eames and Reese Long leaned 
against the trunk of the tree outside of 
the Pi building that was struck by light-
ning last year. They said they found it in-
teresting because of the scars on the tree 
made by the lightning, and they named 
it Harry Barker, with the nickname Bolt. 
Hayes explained that this is because the 

character Harry Potter had a lightning 
strike on his body.

Another trio of observers, Kristian 
Budd Alston, Hamilton Henderson 
and Sebastian Elwood, spent their time 
observing a tree that was in the process 
of shedding its leaves. Sebastian noted 
that the tree still had leaves of yellow 
and orange on it. Hamilton said that 
there weren’t many leaves left on the 

tree. Kristian noted that there were lines 
on the tree’s trunk. The boys named 
their tree, too. Sebastian called the tree 
“Seabass” after his own nickname, Ham-
ilton named it “Sea Hawk” and Kristian 
named it “No Leaf”. During their next 
observation, Kristian will be looking for 
ways wind might affect the tree and Se-
bastian will be watching to see if it has 
gotten any bigger.

The project will last the whole school 
year with ample opportunities for observ-
ing trees and then writing about them and 
drawing them as well.

In addition to observing, students have 
learned about many other aspects of trees 
and their relationship to the world in gen-
eral and their own worlds in particular, 
said Tony. For example, a parent came in 
and talked about tree rings visible when 
a tree’s trunk is cut open and how it’s 
possible to tell whether a certain year 
was rainy or dry, by observing the size 
and shape of the ring. Another parent 
brought in a dozen fruits from all around 
the world to let the children see and taste 
what grew on different trees.

continued on page 8
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In the elementary school, both the 
“Programming Playground” and the mini 
makerspace are designed to build logical 
thinking, problem solving, persistence, 
and collaboration skill sets in our younger 
students. Students in grades 3-6 are invit-
ed to come to “Tinker Thursdays” weekly, 
while the K/1 classes rotate during a 
weekly “Little Makers” time. Guided by 
instructional technologist, Amy Valk, and 
teacher, Diana Lockwood, students are 
given challenges that focus on a particu-
lar theme. In November, students made 
homemade flashlights, experimented with 
Little Bits and Snap Circuits, and played 
the Lightbot app during the “Bright Ideas” 
theme. December featured homemade 
gifts, and January is focusing on robotics, 
using tools like Sphero and Cubelets. In 
January, the popular “Programming Play-
ground” resumes and our upper elemen-
tary students will have the opportunity to 
join Amy during recess to learn simple 
programming through age-appropriate 
software and computational-thinking 
based activities. Paideia’s webmaster, 
John Wrede, also works with students in 
our lower elementary, teaching them cod-
ing skills. 

In the junior high and high schools, 
instructional technologists, Lacey Ander-
sen and Kathy Washington have started 

Paideia’s “Code Like 
a Girl” club. Inspired 
by the “Girls Who 
Code” program, the 
club meets weekly 
after school and 
our girls are excited 
to be learning pro-
gramming using a 
curriculum geared 
specifically for them.  
Gabrielle Williams 
’17, a member of 
the club says, “I am glad that I am being 
encouraged to learn a skill I normally 
wouldn’t have learned on my own. I 
enjoy the combination of an academic 
discipline with fun activities, like video 
game development.” Due to a high level 
of interest, the high school has added a 
girls’ coding class during the January 
short term, which will be taught by Kathy 
Washington. 

Two new additions to the high school 
course listing this year are the year-long 
digital design class, taught by art teacher 
Dianne Bush and the make mechan-
ics class, taught by high school science 
teacher Martin Aguilera ’96. In the 
digital design class, students learn about 
the role of digital technology in con-
temporary art and design and use Adobe 

Illustrator and 
Adobe Photoshop 
as tools to produce 
artistic images that 
might include com-
puter illustration 
techniques, image 
manipulation, and 
graphic design. The 
make class focuses 
on design theory 
and production. The 
high school students 
that take this class 
start with the most 
basic principles of 

STEAM Is Rising Around Paideia  
continued from page 1

design and work up to 3-D printing using 
Google Sketch-up and MakerBot Repli-
cator printers. 

Students in Mark Schmitt’s introduc-
tion to computer science learn to code in 
the Python language. They learn about 
conditionals, looping, and file process-
ing. This year, students have applied their 
coding skills to solve problems in bioin-
formatics by analyzing DNA sequences. 
In addition, students have taken part in 
several CTF (capture the flag) contests 
where they have applied lessons from 
class and researched additional topics, 
including cryptography, digital forensics, 
and web programming on their own to 
solve online puzzles.

The junior high and high school orches-
tras have also integrated some new tech-
nology to facilitate better practicing habits 
with instant feedback. Using an interactive 
program called “Smart Music” on their 
iPads or home computers, students can 
hear samples of their musical parts, record 
their playing, and correct their rhythm or 
pitch mistakes based on the score gener-
ated by the program. Orchestra teachers 
Georgia Ekonomou and Elisabeth Cope-
land can monitor their students’ progress 
and are enabled to better assist them with 
their at-home practice.

Please visit “Paideia Learns” on Face-
book to learn more about some of the in-
novative projects and activities happening  
in our school.
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The class also gathered apples to see 
how we benefit from the way trees are 
able to produce fruit, and over the holiday 
break observed some Christmas trees. 
They have also learned about the differ-
ence between coniferous and deciduous 
trees and how to identify different types 
of trees by their leaves. In Kirsty Lu-
bicz-Nawrocka’s science class they have 

also learned why leaves change color and 
how wood from trees is used to make 
things, such as ships, said Tony.

One highlight of the study was when 
the class watched a video of a lumberjack 
competition, complete with axe throwing 
and other sporting events involving trees, 
said Emily. Plans are for the students 
to visit Paideia’s fruit tree guilds in the 
spring, with trees as the focus and the 
ripple effect of many different related 
learning opportunities, Tony said.

“It’s surprising how the kids become 
more aware of what’s around them….par-
ents often share with us some of the ob-
servations that their kids have told them 
about,” said Tony. “But a big part of this 
study is to make them stop and become 
more engaged,” he said.

Tony noted that Georgia has a wealth 
of different kinds of trees, and the kids 
have talked about why certain trees do 
well here and others do not, which also 
leads to global aspects of the study.

STudEnT AcHIEvEMEnTS
  Four Paideia students were 

accepted into the 2016 Georgia 
Music Educators All-State Orchestra. 
The students were Evan Nicholson 
‘21, principal cellist, Jordan Leslie 
‘20, cello, Sarah Chen ‘18, violin and 
Matthew Shu ‘18, cello.

Twelve Paideia students were 

selected to perform in the 2016 
Georgia Independent School 
Association All-Select Middle School 
Orchestra. On the violin was Aaren 
Evans, Na’im Ahdieh, Christina 
Aaron, Heather Will, Victoria Silva 
and Emma Von Hoene. On viola was 
Spencer Waterbury, William Moore 

and Harper Bundy. On cello was 
Sarah Schapiro, Owen Zealey-Chen 
and Emma Delman.

Alexa Levy ‘17 was named to the 
All-State Symphonic Band. Sixth 
grader Leo Sherwood, also an 
oboist, was selected as an “alternate” 
(runner-up) for the All-State Band.

Paideia Bird club members Spot Indicator Species
On January 30, Paideia Bird Club member Anna Zheng discovered a brown-headed 

nuthatch on the Paideia campus during the club’s annual nesting box cleaning and repair 
event. Taylor Clay photographed the bird, which was excavating a nesting hole in a dam-
aged tree near the junior high building. Club advisor Tom Painting explained that accord-
ing to the Atlanta Audubon Society, the brown-headed nuthatch is an indicator species for 
the health of southeastern pine woodlands. It is a high priority species for conservation in 
the Piedmont, with a 1.6 percent annual decline over 40 years, according to Breeding Bird 
Survey data. Taylor’s photo of the nuthatch is now entered in the National Audubon Soci-
ety Photography Contest, which will be judged after February 16.

Elementary Looks at Trees   
continued from page 6

Fernando’s New Home   
continued from page 4

because he is cold blooded, including two 
heat lamps with timers. The new habitat 
also has a hide box at one end, where pre-
sumably Fernando will sleep.

Fernando was placed in his new home 
when the new habitat was complete. He 
immediately began roaming from one 
end to the other. He checked out the hide 
box and came back out to discover that 

the students had prepared his first meal 
in his new home, carrots and greens from 
the school garden. He made his way over 
quickly (for a tortoise) and dug in.

The students will help Fernando be-
come acclimated and thrive by only 
looking at him in small groups, allowing 
him to roam and not handling him for a 
while. They will also be sowing greens 
in the school greenhouse to provide fresh 
produce for Fernando’s meals throughout 
the year.  
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On Jan. 29, Paideia junior high 
students got up close and personal 
with members of the Atlanta Opera 
as they performed scenes from 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s “Pirates of 
Penzance”—an upcoming show 
slated for the 2016 opera season at 
Cobb Energy Center.

The performance featured 
lively music, beautiful sets and 
costumes and outstanding vocals 
and acting by five performers. 
The program was abbreviated 
from the normal two- and-half-
hour run time, but students got 
highlights of the story. After the 
performance, audience members 
were invited to ask questions of 
the actors. Some questions fo-
cused on the stamina necessary to 
memorize and perform an opera, 
and even a studio performance, such as 
the one at Paideia.

Asked what the hardest thing about 
what they do is, the cast agreed that it 

form, and sometimes in back to back 
programs,” a member of the troupe told 
students.

cOMMunITy

Mike Luckovich is APc Lecturer
Pulitizer Prize winning political cartoonist Mike Luckovich was the Alumni Parent 

Council Lecturer for 2016. Mike spoke about what inspires him and his daily routine 
that result in his award winning work. 

Mark your calendar

Paideia Alumni Reunion Weekend
April 29-30

Alumni Reunion BBQ
April 29 

Reunion class Parties (1s and 6s)
April 30

Back to School night
Wednesday, March 23, 6:30 p.m.

Alumni and alumni parents are 
invited to come back to school at 
Paideia for a fun night of classes with 
some of Paideia’s teachers! Look for 
more information about classes and 
cost soon.

Atlanta Opera Brings “Pirates” to Paideia

was the necessity of taking care of them-
selves, and specifically their voices. “Our 
instruments are in-house—our voices 
have to be taken care of in order to per-
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Over the course of his 
career he’s worked with 
an A-list of co-auction-
eers including William, 
and his wife Catherine, 
the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge, Bill Clinton 
and Nelson Mandela and 
entertainers including Adele, Will Smith, Elton John, Dame Judi 
Dench and Justin Timberlake to name just a few. And joining that 
illustrious company will be our own Paul Bianchi on March 19 at 
the auction at Ponce City Market.

Hugh also has a Paideia connection. His nephew Henry is a 
student in the junior high.

So come out to Wishbook, claim your own Aston Martin (or at 
least a weekend getaway!) and revel in the fast-paced thrill of a real-
deal bidding war, guided by one of the world’s best auctioneers!

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving 

families with children ages three through 18. Paideia does 

not discriminate in employment or in admissions. It actively 

seeks racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student 

body. The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept 

of a child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 

The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 

Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 

30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 

web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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Auctioneer to the Stars 
Swinging the gavel this year at the live auction will be Hugh 

Edmeades, a much sought after internationally renowned auc-
tioneer. Wishbook kicks up the excitement with Hugh who brings 
30 years of experience with Christie’s Auction House and over 
2,300 auctions. He’s declared “Sold!” for works of art owned by 
British and Hollywood royalty including Princess Margaret and 
Elizabeth Taylor and iconic items like Audrey Hepburn’s’ little 
black dress from Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Eric Clapton’s guitar and 
a Chinese Yuan Dynasty jar, for £15.6 million. 

Hugh has worked the podium for charities and organizations 
around the world in auctions from Bahrain to Paris to Hong 
Kong raising millions for cancer and leukemia research founda-
tions, rainforest and wildlife foundations, Save the Children, The 
Jane Goodall Institute, Médecins Sans Frontières and the Nelson 
Mandela foundation among others. In February, Hugh will be 
auctioning one of the Aston Martin cars from the James Bond 
movie Spectre at a charity auction, which is expected to bring in 
excess of  £1 million! 


