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Paideia Receives 
National 
Sustainability 
Award

Paideia School was selected a 2016 U.S. 
Department of Education Green Ribbon 
School, which acknowledges the school’s 
commitment to sustainable practices. The 
award is given annually to only 47 U.S. 
public and private schools.

The awards ceremony will take place 
July 20 in Washington, D.C.

The areas encompassed by the award in-
clude: reduced environmental impact and 
utility costs, with energy, waste, water and 
transportation measures; effective environ-
mental and sustainability education featur-
ing hands-on learning and green career 
pathways; improved health and wellness 
including nutrition; and outdoor physical 
activity and environmental health efforts.

Annual Auction  
Is Big Success

Wishbook was the theme of the annual auction this year and it was 
a huge success. The event, which brings together the entire com-
munity for an evening of fun, raised over $330,000 for the financial 
aid program at Paideia. The auction was held at the new Ponce City 
Market this year and featured guest auctioneer Hugh Edmeades. Auc-
tion co-chairs Jennifer Manning and Liz Nesbit reported that “one 
hundred percent of the proceeds from the 2016 Wishbook Auction 
will go to financial aid and we never could have raised this money 
without the help of the entire Paideia community. Hundreds of volun-
teers worked on everything from collecting donations to making the 
space at PCM beautiful. We thank you for your support and hours of 
time spent making this a successful event.”

More auction on page 8

Five Paideia 
Students Receive 
National Arts 
Award

Five Paideia high school students re-
ceived national recognition by the 2016 
National Scholastic Art & Writing Awards 
program for their photography. Zoe Sear-
les ’16, Libby Kirk ’17 and Evy DiSalvo 
’18 were awarded gold medals. Max 
Schwalbach ’17 and Isabelle Poore ’17 
received silver medals. The three gold 
medal winners will be honored at a cer-
emony in New York City at Carnegie Hall 
on June 2, 2016. The work of the Paideia 
students will be part of a display June 2-12 
at Pratt Institute’s Pratt Manhattan Gal-
lery in New York City. The Scholastic Art 
& Writing Awards is the nation’s longest 
running and most prestigious recognition 
program for creative work by students in 
grades seven to twelve.

Five Paideia 
Students 
Win Regional 
Writing Awards

Five Paideia high school students 
won 2016 Regional Georgia Scholastic 
Writing Awards. Two students won 
gold key awards, one student won 
silver key awards, and two students re-
ceived honorable mentions.  

Logan Casey ’17 received a gold 
key for short story and Ahalya 
Ramgopal ’19 received a gold key 
for poetry. Freshman Thuan Tran re-
ceived two silver keys for poetry and 
an honorable mention for personal es-
say/memoir. Two juniors, Alexa Levy 
and Vlada Watkins, received honor-
able mentions for poetry and personal 
essay/memoir respectively. 

Liz Nesbit and Jennifer Manning chaired the auction.
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PESc Keeps Elementary Students Busy in Service
By Anne Dukes, Communications Assistant

It’s no secret that a core value of Paideia 
School is service, so it should come as no 
surprise that even the youngest members 
of the student body are cheerfully engaged 
in various good works.

The Paideia Elementary Service Com-
mittee (PESC) develops the spirit of vol-
unteerism in the elementary 
age students through hands-on 
service projects. Parent advi-
sors Vandana Ramaswamy 
and Player Owen spearhead 
volunteer activities with help 
from other parent volunteers 
and many different non-profit 
organizations. Their encour-
agement and excitement has 
helped expand the efforts 
and cement ongoing special 
events.

“These activities, like the 
holiday market, the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of service 
and the Reuse-a-Shoe drive, 
all are ways to start the conversation about 
helping others,” said Vandana.  “Even at 
these early ages, kids need to learn and 
grow in service,” she said.

Player said, “It’s exciting really, because 
the kids can fulfill all kinds of roles to 
help others.” In fact, game playing is one 
of the activities volunteers share in at the 
aftercare program run by Action Ministries 

Birding and Hiking club Share outing
By Tom Painting, Birding Club Advisor

Paideia student birders joined with members of Che Calix and 
Lacey Andersen’s hiking club for our end of the year trip and 
overnight to North Georgia. The group was chaperoned by Pai-
deia parents Tom Phelan and Brad Graner, along with parent 
and assistant director of admissions Kristi Budd. 

A huge shout-out and thank you to parents Susan Bell and 
Patrick Morris who provided lodging at their wonderful vaca-
tion house in Big Canoe. 

On Saturday morning the groups split, with the hiking club 

members heading for Amicalola Falls State Park, while the bird-
ers made their way to Dawson Forest Wildlife Management Area 
and met up with field ornithologist Georgann Schmalz. 

Highlights of the Dawson Forest included yellow-breasted chat 
and indigo bunting, voted best birds of the trip from among the 
65 species identified over the course of the weekend.

This concludes the activities of the Paideia Bird Club for this 
school year. I hope to see everyone back when school resumes in 
August 2016. Put the word out. Students, recruit a friend!

Have a safe, relaxing and bird-filled summer.

 

Inc., located at Grace United Method-
ist Church on Ponce de Leon.  Since the 
2014-15 school year, Paideia students 
have been visiting the program on Fridays 
to play educational games, have snacks 
and dinner and get to know the kids there. 
About 20 children at the aftercare partici-
pate, and sometimes they switch locations 

and come to Paideia’s campus for fun and 
games.

Ginger Cashin, who manages the chil-
dren’s programs at the Grace location, said 
the time, energy and care that Paideia stu-
dents bring when they visit her students, 
who are in the K-8th grades and attend 
nearby Atlanta Public Schools, is much ap-
preciated by the students.

The Paideia students have an especially 
positive effect on the educational efforts of 
the aftercare children, Ginger said.  “We 
always put the emphasis on the fact that 
we’re working hard to do well in school, 
and to have our students rubbing elbows 
with these well-educated Paideia students 
who know the importance of education, 

it makes our kids realize that 
passing grades are just not 
good enough.  They begin to 
want to excel,” she said.  “We 
are so grateful to Paideia be-
cause it’s very thrilling to have 
our kids become more inter-
ested in education,” she said, 
praising the enthusiasm, hard 
work and continuity brought to 
the program led by Player and 
Vandana.

Other regular service 
projects include the holiday 
market, where kids from Ac-
tion Ministries visit Paideia to 
shop for gifts for their parents, 

teachers, family and bus drivers, choosing 
from items donated by the Paideia com-
munity.  Paideia girl scouts help with gift 
wrapping. In the spring the Reuse-a-Shoe 
drive collects thousands of shoes then 
cleans, sorts and donates them to various 
charities.  New volunteers for all the PESC 
efforts are always welcome to help with 
their time, funds and ideas, Vandana said.

The Re-Use-a-Shoe drive collects thousands of pairs of shoes each year.
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Hunger Walk 2016 A Big Success
This year, Becca McCauley and 

David Millian’s fifth/sixth grade 
class team got into the Hunger Walk 
in a big way, from writing thoughtful 
pre-walk essays to boosting partici-
pation and raising money. The team 
raised about $8,671 with 125 regis-
tered members and 192 donations. 
The Food Bank can turn that amount 
into $77,139 worth of groceries. 

Here are two essay excerpts: 
“I think that it is important for our class to join the Hunger Walk because some kid 

is sitting at home and is hungry. As a community, I think it is important to stick up for 
that person and more. We are making a movement to allow many families food. One in 
four people don’t have enough to eat. Instead of feeling bad about them, we need to do 
something about it.”— James Scribner

“I think hunger is a problem that everyone should worry about. Thinking about how 
many people are always hungry makes me so sad. I think it is so important and good 
that our class is involved in the Hunger Walk. Although I know it won’t totally fix the 
problem of hunger, I’m glad we are in the movement towards fixing it. Hunger is real 
and we need to help.” — Emma Delman

Students combine History and Farming
On Thursday, March 31, Alessandra Ribeiro and Luke 

Stone’s class went to the Paideia farmlet with urban agriculture 
coordinator Tania Herbert to plant. The class has been learn-
ing about ancient American civilizations and they dressed up 
as Inca farmers for their role-playing game. The crop of choice 
was potatoes: the tubers were being cultivated in the Andean 
world between 3,000 and 7,000 years ago and there is evidence 
that the potatoes grew in the wild as long as 13,000 years ago.

Dressed in their Inca traditional farmer tunics, the class 
performed an ancient Inca ceremony before the planting that 
involved offerings (personal sacrifices) of fruits, vegetables and 
flowers. They created a sacred space at the foot of a magnolia 
tree by placing stones they picked up around the field. Then 
Alessandra performed the role of the shaman (the paqo) in 
the planting ceremony that involved the burning of medicinal 
leaves in a bowl and the sacrifice of a llama. Rest assured that no llama 
was sacrificed. Alessandra and Luke borrowed a sheep’s heart from the 
high school biology lab and bathed it in fake blood to represent the llama’s 
heart.  

After the ceremony was completed, the class planted the tubers, which 
were of the Russian fingerling variety. Potatoes were taken to Europe by 
the Spaniards in the 1500s and from there they spread around the world. 
Different varieties developed. The Russian fingerling variety is so called 
because they were brought to North America by Russian immigrants.  
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High School outdoor club 
Paddles the Suwannee River

On April 23-24, eight brave members of the high school Out-
door Club, chaperoned by high school teachers Mark Alexan-
der and Mark Schmitt, muscled their way 22 miles down the 
scenic Suwannee River in northern Florida. In canoes loaded 
with camping gear, we paddled for hours past moss-draped cy-
press trees lining the beautiful shores of this meandering river. 
In addition to spotting two alligators along the way, we had a 
close call when one of our boats narrowly averted a collision 
with a snake that was hanging from a tree branch. Saturday 
night we camped in solitude on a picturesque white sandy 
beach, only steps from the water’s edge. As we roasted s’mores 
over a campfire, the full moon rose and illuminated our camp-
site. It was a fun and memorable wilderness adventure! Kudos 
to seniors Sarah Leonard, Sarah Grace Payne, juniors Ashlie 
Jeremie, Jason Campbell, Brooks Holcomb, Hugo Wentzel, 
and sophomores David Lutin and Christopher Mikell. 

— Mark Alexander, Outdoor Club advisor

Pictured in photot: Mark Alexander (faculty advisor), Brooks Holcomb, 
Jason Campbell, Christopher Mikell, Mark Schmitt (waving in background), 
Hugo Wentzel, Ashlie Jeremie, David Lutin, Sarah Grace Payne, Sarah 
Leonard 

Junior High Baseball team Wins 
third middle School championship

The Paideia junior high baseball team won the Medlock 
Middle School League championship with an 8-5 victory over 
Renfroe Middle School. This is the third consecutive league 
championship for the team. Congratulations Pythons!

Richard McLaughlin was the head coach for both junior 
high teams. 

Student Achievements
Two Paideia students received recognition at the Georgia Music 

Teachers Association competition April 9. Evan Nicholson, a sev-
enth grader, received “Outstanding Performer” in the strings sixth-
seventh grade division and will be the conference recitalist from 
that division. He also was a recipient of the “Award of Excellence” 
in the instrumental concerto. Sarah Chen, a sophomore, received 
“Honorable Mention” in the strings 10th-11th grade division.

The haiku of Paideia sophomore Emma Jones has been selected 
for publication in naad anunaad: an anthology of contemporary 
haiku from around the world, a project initiated by acclaimed haiku 
poet Kala Ramesh from India.

The anthology, due for release in 2016 will be used by college 
students and educators in India who are increasingly being exposed 
to haiku. 

Emma’s haiku first appeared in cattails, youth corner a publica-
tion of contemporary student haiku in January 2015.

Eight Paideia students were recognized 
for their poetry by the 2016 Student Haiku 
Contest sponsored by the United Nations 
International School, the Northeast Council 
of Teachers of Japanese, and the Permanent 
Mission of Japan to the United Nations. The 
work of two seventh grade students, Elliott Adams and Carley 
Cook, placed in the top three in the middle school division. Five 
junior high students, Sophia Figueroa, Micah Eisen, Elijah Mc-
Cauley, Gabriel Anderson and Marie Stiefel, and Emma Jones, 
received honorable mention. Their haiku will be on display at the 
United Nations International School in early June. The final results 
of the contest will be announced at a special ceremony June 4.

Logan Casey ’17 was elected to the New York Times Learning 
Network Student Council for spring semester 2016.  The 25-mem-
ber student council is made up of teen Times readers from around 
the world and contribute to the Times’ Learning Network blog. 

sunlight
catches a ride
tide pool ripples

 — Emma Jones
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Hard Work and Love of music Led to Legendary career
Carley Cook interviewed her grandfa-

ther, Abdul “Duke” Fakir, who is the last 
surviving original member of the Motown 
singing group, the Four Tops, for an as-
signment for John Greene and Sydney 
Cleland’s junior high class. Fakir shared 
memories about his childhood in Detroit, 
Mich., and how the Motown group came to 
be. Mr. Fakir still performs today. 

can you tell me a little bit about 
your childhood? What were you 
like as a child?

As a child my mother told me I was a 
very nice and even child. I didn’t need to 
be worried about as much, and I enjoyed 
my childhood. I had two brothers, one 
older and one younger. I 
had four sisters, two old-
er and two younger, but 
one of my older sisters 
passed away early. We 
didn’t have much money, 
but we did have fun. We 
did a lot of church stuff, 
sang a lot in church, 
and just did a lot of fun 
things. One memory I 
had was when we went 
to the Thanksgiving Day 
parade with my family. 
They lived close enough 
to walk there, and they 
followed the parade from the beginning 
to end. I had a lot of cousins who I was 
around a lot. I was on the track team, foot-
ball team, and basketball team.

Do you know the story of why and 
how your ancestors came to this 
country?

My father was a Muslim who was born 
in East India which is now Bangladesh, 
in a city called East Docka. My father 
made money by making sitars, and then he 
went to London and became a good cook. 
He cooked there until he made enough 
money to come to the U.S. He heard that 
in Detroit, Michigan, Henry Ford was hir-

ing people of all races and all cultures to 
come work for him and get equal pay. My 
mother was born in Sparta, Ga. and went 
to Detroit for the same reason, which is 
how my parents met.

tell me about your parents.
My mother was very Christian and my 

father was a Muslim. My parents separated 
over religion when I was five. My father 
was trying to teach me and my siblings the 
Arabic language, and my mother didn’t 
agree with that. Our parents stayed friends, 
and my dad still helped out as much as he 
could until he retired, which is when he 
moved back to Bangladesh. My mother 
raised us really well, and she worked many 

jobs. She was the music 
director and pianist at 
their church, which was 
owned by my grandfa-
ther.

What were some of 
your early jobs?

I was taught to work 
hard. I had a paper route, 
I shoe shined, and I 
helped my stepfather 
whose back went out. 
I got up around 3:30 
a.m. and went to work 
with him making cinder 

blocks. Then I would go to school. After 
all my after school activities and sports 
and I would go back to work with the 
cinder blocks. After school I would have 
to knock the cinder blocks off trays and 
then stack them up outside. This kept me 
in shape and very strong. I also scrubbed 
my grandmother’s floors and chopped 
wood for the stoves. I did almost anything 
I could to make money.

Were you always interested in 
singing as you grew up?

Yes! I was always in the church choir. 
A baby choir, then the junior choir, and 
then the mass choir. I knew everyone in 

the choir. My family was very musical, 
and I joined every school choir. My sisters 
played the violin, and my mother was a 
piano teacher.

How did you meet the people you 
were in a band with? Were you 
friends with them before?

As a teenager I met Levi Stubbs. He was 
a great singer. I first saw him at a theater in 
Detroit. I met him right after the show and 
learned that we had the exact same inter-
ests. Obie Benson and Lawrence Payton I 
knew from sports and other friends. 

How did your band start?
Obie Benson, Lawrence Payton, and 

I were never thinking about singing as 
a career as much as we enjoyed it. Levi 
was the only one who wanted to sing 
as a career. Levi and I had always been 
friends but our senior year we became 
best friends. That year he moved in with 
me, and we made an apartment out of my 
basement. Levi would ride with me to all 
of my sports events and games and get 
them singing. They all were singing the hit 
songs of then. As we were graduating, a 
girls club was having a party. All the girls 
there were fine and pretty. In order to get 
in the club you had to have been fine. Levi 
and I were invited to come sing at that 
party because they knew we could sing. 
We decided to surprise them and bring a 
group. We decided on Obie Benson be-
cause we knew he could really sing and we 
chose Lawrence Payton because his family 
was very musical and he could sing. In the 
middle of the party we were asked to sing. 
Our plan was to have Levi sing and we 
would just back him up. We were a perfect 
group. Our voices blended so well, it was 
perfect. Right after that we looked at each 
other and decided to start a group. The 
cool thing was that all of us could sing any 
type of song. I was a perfect first tenor, 
Lawrence was a perfect second tenor, and 

continued on page 6 

Carley and her grandfather
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BASEBALL 
SENIoR NIgHt

Senior baseball players with their parents and coaches on Senior Night. The team finished 
13-11 for the season and missed the state playoffs by .08 in the power rating.  

SoccER 
SENIoR NIgHt

Senior soccer players with their parents and coaches on Senior Night. Both the girls’ and 
boys’ varsity soccer teams qualified for the state tournament.

‘Duke’ Fakir Interview  
continued from page 5

Obie Benson was a perfect bass. Our first 
name was the Four Aims, and two years 
later we changed our name to the Four 
Tops because there was a group called the 
Four Ames Brothers.

When you first started did you 
have a lot of supporters?

Yes! When we first got started we were 
very fortunate because we could sing al-
most any type of music (Hit parade, which 
is like the top 100, blues, rock and roll, 

jazz, country western). Every time we per-
formed everyone loved us, and we gained 
followers and supporters. We traveled and 
performed in clubs and theaters all over. 
We did that for nine and a half years be-
fore we came to Motown. 

Was there one person who was es-
pecially supportive and stood out 
to you?

Yes! There was one man who owned a 
very popular summer resort in Michigan 
and became our first manager. He bought 
us many great uniforms that helped us 
establish our title of being one of the 

best-dressed groups in the world. He also 
bought us a car with a record player in it, 
which was a really big thing at that time.

Was it hard starting the band?
No, not really. For us it was really easy 

because we could work at any type of 
place. One of our managers could eas-
ily book us at different places including 
outside the country such as Montreal. We 
had great exposure. Our manager made 
us seem more professional than we really 
were, and because of that we were asked 
to come to higher-end places.
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Well Played Field Day
After sketchy weather reports threatened to rain out a rescheduled 
Field Day, school administrators moved the highly anticipated event 
up two days much to the delight and enjoyment of students. 
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odyssey of the mind 
teaches creative 
Problem Solving

Odyssey of the Mind, a competition that teach-
es students to learn creative problem solving 
methods while having fun, had a good turnout 
from Paideia at this year’s event. The creative 
problem-solving process rewards thinking “out-
side of the box”, and Paideia’s teams accepted 
the challenges enthusiastically.

This year’s teams included three elementary 
teams and one high school team. Elementary sci-
ence teacher Kirsty Lubicz-Nawrocka’s team 
included Rohan Chanani, Lila Jane Long, 
Miles Furman, Audie Hobson, Audrey Felske, 
Caroline Pierce and Kenan Kadragic. Paideia 
Spanish teacher Kelsey Bergeson’s team in-
cluded Ameen Varner, Eli Willingham, Maisey 
Brown, Tybee Parish-Letteer, Anna Chance, 
Khari Payne and Sean Zheng. Paideia parent 
Vandana Ramaswamy’s team included Alok 
Ahn, Catherine Dwyer, Sammie Estep, Joshua 
Whitehead, Mauro Drocco, Alexandra John-
son, and Maddy Darrow and technology spe-
cialist Lacey Andersen’s team included Madi-
son Chance, Abby Shuman, Caroline Kirk, 
Kayla Freeman, Kate Hubbard, Allie Fridkin 
and Nora Lee Sampson. All the students prac-
ticed weekly since September to prepare for the 
competition.

Seen at the Auction see story page 1

Senior golfers

The senior golfers before teeing up at the 
regional golf tournament in April. Left to 
right, Ross Berlin, max middleton, 
max marcovitch, Dean Farris and 
Jake Smith.
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•	 Alex	Morgan	’00	writes, “About a 
year ago, I got married to Ruby C. 
Morgan in a dual-ceremony Sikh/
Methodist wedding-palooza weekend. 
Many of you ATLiens might know her 
as Ruby Velle (and the Soulphonics), 
Atlanta’s premiere soul band. At the re-
ception, my half-day teacher Charlotte 
Walbert said I’m “one lucky [expletive 
redacted].” I completely agree. A ton 
of Paideia folks were in attendance, but 
I want to give particular shouts out to 
ushers Will	Thomsen	’02 and David	
Johnston	(’84-’96), groomsman 
Charles	Bethea	’00, best man Wil-
liam	Arnold	’00, and local hero Nick	
Pedersen	’00 for running across the 
park in his brogues during our vows 
ceremony to pull the plug on a compet-
ing sound system. Ruby and I live in 
Kirkwood, ATL where we both work 
remotely as senior freelance creatives, 
also occasionally hosting a restaurant 
pop-up out of our loft (EatMeYakitori.
com). Check it out and come dine with 
us. Peace and Love.”

•	 Katie	Barringer	’01	has opened 
Cover Books in Atlanta. 

•	 Kathryn	Perry	’01	says, “I’m a doc-
tor! After five years, I’ve graduated 
with my PhD in rhetoric and composi-
tion from University of Louisville. My 
dissertation argues for a more complex, 
sociomaterial view of the literacy 
practices of low-income single parent 
college students. This summer, I’ll be 
moving out to Los Angeles as assistant 
professor of English at California State 
University, L.A. A big thank you to all 
of the fantastic Paideia teachers who 
helped me to cultivate my love of writ-
ing and teaching!”

•	 Brittany	Brown	Blue	’03	writes, 
“Still in St. Louis in my neonatology 
fellowship at Washington University. 
Enjoying spending my free time trav-
eling with my hubby (Brandon) and 
chasing around our toddler (Braydan) 

Love it here but hoping to make it 
closer to home when training is over.”

•	 Meret	Shannon	’09	says, “I’m cur-
rently in my second year teaching ESL 
to 9-14 year olds at a primary school in 
Budapest, Hungary, before beginning 
my masters in London in the fall. Al-
though teaching is more difficult than 

I ever imagined, it has been an incred-
ible experience, and I love seeing the 
kids have those “a-hah” moments! Be-
ing overseas has also afforded me the 
opportunity to embrace my first love - 
travel, and I’ve been able to visit coun-
tries I didn’t think I would ever visit. If 
you ever find yourself in Hungary, feel 
free to look me up!

Back to School Night
Alumni and alumni parents came back to Paideia for Back to School Night. The eve-

ning featured classes with Paideia teachers ranging from forensic science to art.
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving 

families with children ages three through 18. Paideia does 

not discriminate in employment or in admissions. It actively 

seeks racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student 

body. The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept 

of a child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year. 

The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding 

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at 

Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 

30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail 

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our 

web site at www.paideiaschool.org
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Expert Explains georgia  
Laws Affecting teens

Decatur attorney and author J. Tom Morgan addressed Paideia high school 
students at a March assembly, offering detailed information on Georgia 
laws which can affect teenagers. Morgan is the author of Ignorance is No 
Defense, A Teenager’s Guide to Georgia Law. His experiences both as an 
assistant district attorney for DeKalb County and a defense attorney led him 
to share his knowledge of the law. Morgan reviewed various laws, especially 
those covering crimes such as shoplifting and those relating to sex and alco-
hol and drug use. His talk included many anecdotes and stories of teenagers 
and the various ways they can run afoul of the law, driving home the mes-
sage to students the need to know the laws affecting them. Morgan spoke to 
parents the previous night.

Cary Holley 
introduced  

J. Tom Morgan  
at the assembly.


